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King meets Syrian 


AMMAN (Petra 1 ) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
received Patriarch Mar Igna- 
tius of Antakia and the Orient 
and the president of the Hieber 
Council of the Syrian Ortho- 
j dox Church. Patriarch Ignatius 
> congratulated the King on bis 
5Srn birthday and wished him 
continued good health and 
happiness and the Jordanian 
people further progress and 
prosperity. The King also re- 
ceived Public Security Depart- 
ment Director General Major 
Genera! Abes! Rahman AI 
Adwan, who presented the 
King a token gift from the PSD 
personnel on the occasion of 
his birthday. 

Jypip© drives here 
for talks tomorrow 

AMMAN' ('J.T.j — French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
is due here for a short working 
visit Thursday during which he 
is expected to be received by 
/ His Majesty llirjg Hussein. His 
• Royai Highness Crown Prince 
Hassas at wtii as Prime Mirhs- 
'--r Abdul Saiav. AI iViajaii and 
other senior officials. The talks 
will focus on the Middle East 
^eace process and Franco- 
JordarJan relations as well as 
France’s role within the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) in sup- 
porting the recent break- 
throughs in the twe-y ear-old 
Arab-israeli peace negotia- 
tions. Mr. Juooe. making his 
first visit to the Middle East 
after assuming office as foreign 
minister, v.ili f.y ‘o Damascus 
Wednesday for talks with Sy- 
rian leaders before arriving in 
Amman. 

Automobile exhibition 
opaos to Amman 

AMMAN {Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Tues- 
day stood in for His Majesty 
King Hussein in opening the 
19S4 International Automobile 
Exhibition, which is being held 
at the Amman International 
Fair grounds. Taking part in 
the exhibition are 39 Jordanian 
companies. The exhibition 
runs through Nov. 25. 

Dudayev arrives 
en rout© to Sudan 

AMMAN i Petra) — President 
of the Chechen Republic Ja- 
wbar Mousa Dudayev arrived 
here Tuesday en route to 
Sudan. He was received upon 
arrival at Amman airport by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Al Majali and senior govern- 
ment officials. Dr. Majali ex- 
changed views with President 
Dudayev on means of develop- 
ing bilateral relations in tne 
different fields. 

, 9AF names Afcaileh 
‘ for speakership 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) 
announced Tuesday that it was 
naming Deputy Abdullah 
Akaileh (Tafileh) as its candi- 
date for Lower House speaker. 
Dr. Akaileh has been Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy ir. the 
previous Parliament and is de- 
outv secretary aenera! of the 
IAF party. 

JOTCSR S T?EaiS ? 
hut raSSc to advance 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
national basketball team Tues- 
day beat Thailand 73-63 ir. a 
, first round match of the 17th 
■ Asian Basketball Cham- 
pionship in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
The Xin^j.vm's team, which 
had ic:- ;c Chini end Saudi 
Arabia earlier in the tourna- 
ment. did not qualify for the 
second round and will now 
play ;'or 9th-lSth positions. 
Jordan's only other win was 
69-57 over Pakistan. 

JD7£ million 

budget for Amman 

AMMAN :Fe!ra' — Greater 

Arw-. i-:' r?v_T.ri: 


iW-L Ir. .. fo'.- 

lowing the courcti’s meeting, 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh A! 
Abbadi said the budget in- 
cludes a JD 44 million alloca- 
tion for new projects . 


Jericho area is big 
hurdle in negotiations 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian chief negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said Tuesday the extent 
of the future autonomous 
Jericho area in the West Bank 
was proving one of the “most 
difficult” problems at secret 
autonomy talks with Israel 
here. 

Eight Israeli officials and six 
Palestinians were also trying to 
resolve disagreements over 
Israeli plans to protect Jewisb 
settlers once the army begins 
withdrawing from the occupied 
Gaza Strip and Jericho on Dec. 
13. 

Speaking on Egypt's Sawt Al 
Arab radio, Dr. Shaath said 
there were “differences over 
the extent and demarcation of 
the Jericho area,” during the 
I talks Monday. “This is one of 
the most difficult problems,” 
he added. 

Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
signed a deal Sept. 13 to grant 
limited autonomy to the 
Palestinians in Jericho and the 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel has said the Jericho 
area is restricted to the current 
25 square kilometres estab- 
lished by the Israeli military 
administration. 

But the Palestinians main- 
tain that the Jericho area cov- 
ers the Jericho district — about 
345 square kilometres. 


from the Egyptian Red Sea 
resort of Taba to avoid the 
media spotlight. 

However, the negotiations. 
raay switch back later to Taba, 
where they began on Oct. 13, a 
source dose to the talks said. 

The co-chairmen of four 
sub-committees set up at Taba 
were taking part in tne discus- 
sions, officials said. 

Egypt's state-owned Middle 
East News Agency reported 
Tuesday that the two sides 
agreed to extend the talks until 
the end of this week — Thurs- 
day. It said they also agreed to 
bring in more negotiators to 
include heads of four commit- 
tees formed at the opening of 
precursor talks in Taba. 

Those talks were suspended 
on Nov. 2 after _PLO delega- 
tion leaders protested Israel's 
withdrawal plan, which they 
said amounted to redeploy- 
ment, not withdrawal, of 
forces. 

Egyptian mediation efforts 
helped bring the two parties 
back to the bargaining table, 
but in smaller delegations to 
concentrate only the two main 
issue of withdrawal and Israeli 
security. 

Dr. Shaath told reporters 
Sunday that the earlier 40- 
member delegations to concen- 
trate on details were not 
needed while the two sides 


The talks, which resumed in remained at odds over majto 
Cairo on Monday, would con- issues like withdrawal. 


tinue for the next two days, 
Dr. Shaath said. 

They were moved to Cairo 


But Dr. Shaath said: “We 
came in two smaller groups to 
hammer out the obstacles to- 


ward withdrawal and security. 
Whenever we feel it’s neces- 
sary to increase the numbers, 
we will do so.” 

The declaration of principles 
for a final agreement estab- 
lished four committees to 
agree on implementing details. 

They deal with Israeli troop 
withdrawals, distribution of 
Palestinian police forces in 
post-occupation Gaza and 
Jericho, transfer of administra- 
tive authority and so-called 
confidence-building measures. 
The last is mainly to handle the 
release of more than 9,000 
Palestinians jailed in Israel. 

Without quoting sources, 
the Middle East News Agency 
said heads cf the four commit- 
tees will take part in Wednes- 
day's talks. 

the agency said the addi- 
tional Israelis' were expected to 
arrive Tuesday night. 

Yaacov Setti, a spokesman 
for the Israeli embassy, refused 
to discuss the subject. 

Israel Radio quoted a 
Palestinian source as saying 
negotiators were making prog- 
ress, wrapping up details of the 
withdrawal plan for Gaza and 
Jericho. In suspending the 
talks in Taba. the PLO com- 
plained Israel was using the 
Jewish settlers as an excuse to 
redeploy their troops, not 
withdraw them. 

Haim Ramon-, health minis- 
ter In Israeli prime minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s cabinet, told 

(Continued on page 5) 


Husseini urges West’s help 
after Israelis kill 2 Arabs 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israelis killed 
two Palestinians and wounded 
several others Tuesday, 
prompting an appeal from a 
leading Palestinian for West- 
ern intervention to halt the 
bloodshed. 

Israeli troops shot dead a 
15-year-old boy and wounded 
three others after allegedly 
coming under a hail of stones 
outside a school in the West 
Bank town of EJ Bireh. 

The killing sparked demon- 
strations in Ramallah where 
Palestinians hurled stones and 
Molotov cocktails at Israeli 
vehicles, and set up road 
blocks with burning tyres. Two 
youths were reported wound- 
ed and the army sealed off the 
area. 

At the Erez crossing point 
between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip, a Palestinian plunged a 
knife into a Policeman before 
being shot dead by a passer-by, 
police said. 

The army said it found leaf- 
lets signed by the Islamic Jihad 
in the dead man's pocket. But 
Palestinians said he belonged 
< to the Islamic Resistance 
j Movement Hamas. 

■ Trouble erupted as some 500 
supporters gathered outside his 
home in Gaza City, witnesses 
said. Soldiers opened fire 
wounding four Palestinians 
while a border policeman was 
injured by a rock. 


The latest bloodshed brought 
a call from Faisal Husseini, the 
leading Palestine Liberation 
Organ istion (PLO) figure in 
the occupied territories, for 
Western countries to intervene 
with Israel to halt the killing of 
Palestinians. 

He made the appeal al a 
meeting in Jerusalem with 
consul-general, including those 
of the United States, Britain 
and France. 

“We would like an interna- 
tional presence in the occupied 
territories from now on so that 
the number of killings will be 
reduced.” he said. 

He said 23 Palestinians have 
been killed since the PLO 
signed a declaration of princi- 
ples for autonomy on Sept. 13. 

“Confiscating land and set- 
tlement continues,” Mr. Hus- 
seini said. “There is no respect 
of the declaration of princi- 
ples.” 

In the West Bank town of 
Hebron, Jewish settlers went 
on a rampage for the second 
day, Israeli military sources 
said. 

The settlers took advantage 
of the lifting of the curfew to 
enter Hebron city centre where 
they overturned fruit and 
vegetable stalls and stoned 
Palestinian cars. 

They were taking revenge 
for an attack Monday in which 
two Palestinians with axes 
wounded a setti ef before he 


shot one of his assailants dead. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gur told Israeli 
Radio that the army would 
give “clearer instructions for 
the soldiers to deal with the 
settlers." 

The settlers “have the right 
to demonstrate but within the 
law, and the army, which is 
responsible for maintaining 
order, should prevent any 
attacks by settlers,” he said. 

Minister of Justice David 
Libai warned the settlers that 
“the government will protect 
those who are attacked and 
repress severely any attempt 
by those trying to impose their 
will illegally.” 

Palestinian witnesses said 
soldiers watched the settlers 
sweep through the ancient 
Hebron market, turning over 
produce stands and stoning 
Arab stores which had been 
closed in morning for the dead 
Palestinian attacker. 

-The soldiers intervened only 
after Arab youths confronted 
the settlers, the witnesses said. 

Settlers have responded to 
Arab attacks in recent weeks 
by dosing off roads to Palesti- 
nian traffic and attacking Arab 
villages and towns. 

Israel Radio on Tuesday 
quoted reserve soldiers who 
completed duty in the West 
Bank's Ramallah area, site of 

(Continued on page 3) 


King 

receives 

Morillon 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tues- 
day received French defence 
ministry advisor General Phi- 
lippe MoriUion, former com- 
mander of the United Nar 
rictus troops in former Yugos- 
lavia, who is currently on a 
visit to Jordan. 

The audience was attended 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, King Hns- 
sein’s military advisor His 
Royal Highness Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad and the 
French charge d'affaires in 
Amman. 

Gen. Morillon, is a reci- 





His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday receives French defence 
ministry adviser General Philippe Mormon, a former comman- 
der of the U.N. force in former Yugoslavia (Petra photo) 
pient of Jordan's Al Kawfcab tween Jordan and France. 


Medal of the First Order for 
his dedicated service in for- 
mer Yugoslavia. • 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan also received 
Gen. Morillon and briefed 
him on Jordan's viewpoints 
on various issues. 

Prince Hassan also re- 
viewed with Gen. Morillon 
scopes of cooperation be- 


Ch airman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai also met 
with Gen. Morillon and re- 
viewed with him the situa- 
tions in the region and the 
role the Jordanian armed 
forces are playing m safe- 
guarding peace and security 
in different parts of the 
world. 


Democracy is irreversible 
reality in Jordan — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
said that democracy has be- 
come an irreversible reality in 
Jordan, and Jordanians have 
learnt lessons from the ex- 
periences of other structures 
in the region. 

The King, in an interview 
.with tiie Guardian newspaper 
of London, also said that 
democracy.. \m~. become, a 
source of stability and con- 
tinuity of strength and confi- 
dence against external dan- 
gers. 

“You should not call it a 
“democratic experiment,” 
the King was quoted as tell- 
ing interviewer David Hirst, 
“because it is a commitment 
in which I firmly believe.” 

Democracy, be said, had 
become a necessity for Jor- 
dan and the region, especially 
in the light of the “major 
decisions’' which would have 
to be taken in the Arab- 


Israeti peacemaking. 

■ The peacemaking needed 
the “democratic endorse- 
ment” which only a properly 
elected parliament could fur- 
nish. It was not just a matter 
for “the leadership,” he said. 

There had been a debate 
about whether the elections 
weredesirable in the light of 
the PLQ-Israeli agreement. 
_ But it vra s n pt so much, be 
who initiatea mis debate as 
some sections of Jordanian 
society, he said. 

There were real worries 
about the “ambiguity sur- 
rounding some members (i.e 
Palestinians} of our one fami- 
ly.” he said. 

He implied that despite 
appearances to the contrary, 
be bad really been deter- 
mined to go ahead with the 
elections come what may. To 
have postponed them would 
have amounted to a “disturb- 
ing setback” for democratisa- 


tion, the King said. 

He also said that the tem- 
porary law introduced shortly 
before the elections — pro- 
viding for a one-man one- 
vote system — was not as 
arbitrary as it might have 
seemed. 

He said he had always “felt 
that there was something 
wrong,” with the old system. 
<He bad long been .urging the 
outgoing parliament to” 
address the matter. But it 
hadn't taken much notice of 
him. That was why he acted 
so late, he said 

At all events democracy 
had now become a source of 
“stability and continuity,” of 
strength and confidence 
against any external dangers, 
be said. “People keep asking 
me how I view the Iranian 
threat, for example, or, for 
many years, the Israeli 

(Cantinned on page 10) 


The elections and make-up 
of Parliament — the numbers! 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The 80 deputies 
in Jordan's 12th Parliament 
received only 16 per cent of 
eligible votes (1.9 million), 
based on figures released by 
the Ministry of Interior last 
week. The figures reveal that 
the 80 deputies obtained 
around 40 per cent (316,000) 
of the votes cast in the elec- 
tions while slightly more than 
60 per cent of the votes 
(488.000) went to candidates 
who failed to make it to 
Parliament. The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front deputies, 28, in- 
cluding two who ran on a 
Muslim Brotherhood ticket, 
collected 97,280 votes, 
almost a third of the total 
number of votes gained by 
the House's 80 deputies. The 
figures also show that 135 
candidates out of 534 runners 
(originally 559) got less than 
500 votes each. 

The number of registered 


voters was 1,501,229 out of 
the 1 ,947,689 eligible voters; 
1,203329 collected their vot- 
ing cards, and only 821, TOO 
turned out in the polls — the 
actual number of votes 
counted amounted only to 
804,000 which means that 
only 41 per cent of eligible 
voters actually voted. 

According to analysts at 
the Al Urdun Al Jadid Re- 
search Centre, the results 
show wider Jordanian parti- 
cipation in comparison with 
Palestinian turnout. The cen- 
tre based its estimates on 
figures of those registered, 
those who collected their 
cards and/or those who voted 
in districts which are densely- 
populated by Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin. 

According to predictions 
made, by the centre, Jorda- 
nian participation reached 70 
per cent while Palestinian 


participation reached only 30 
per cent. 

The IAF, which actually 
wan IS seats (16-1-2 candi- 
dates who ran independent- 
ly), reaped the highest num- 
ber of votes in comparison 
with other political group- 
ings. IAF members constitute 
22.5 per cent of the Parlia- 
ment's 80 members. 

The 16 IAF deputies who 
ran on the IAF tickets are: 
Abdul Aziz Jaber (Amman 
First District); Abdul 
Mun'em Abu Zant and Ham- 
zeh Mansour (Amman 
Second District); Ibrahim 
Kilani (Amman Third Dis- 
trict); Hammam Sa’eed (Am- 
man Fifth District); Ahmad 
Kofahi and Abdul Rahim 
Akour (Irbid); Suleiman 
Khalaf Raimoni (Jerash); 
Mohammad Aweideb (Bal- 
qa), Ahmad Kasasbeh 
(Karak); Badr Riati (Maan); 
Bassam Emoush, Mohanv- 

(Cootinucd on page 10) 


Self-rule 
economic 
talks open 

PARIS (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) began 
their first formal economic 
talks in Paris Tuesday in a race 
to build a viable Palestinian 
administration virtually from 
scratch before Israel withdraws 
from the Gaza Strip and the 
town of Jericho. T 

Israell Finance Minister 
Avraham Shobat and PLO 
economics chief Ahmad 
Kureia were upbeat in brief 
introductory speeches at the 
start of the meeting m Fans’ 
Kleber conference centre. 

“The economic issue is one 
of the main issues in the peace 
process, and I believe that 
cooperation between us on a 
basis of parity and equality will 
create and motivate this pro- 
cess and make a real change on 
the ground (to meet) the . 
aspirations of our people,” Mr. 
Kureia said. 

Mr. Shobat spoke of a his- 
toric day and said: “Peace can- 
not exist without good rela- 
tions between Israelis and 
Palestinians... the delegations 
shall find a way to solve the 
problems. 

“This (process) shall have a 
big influence on the general 
situation in the Middle East.” 

Hie talks, held under the 
Sept. 13 Israel-PLO peace 
agreement, are to set a pobtie- , . 
al framework for economic 
cooperation between Israel 
and a new self-governing • 
Palestinian authority which 
will initially rale the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho. 

Arab diplomatic sources said 
the meeting would create spe- 
cialist committees for detailed 
talks on specific issues. 

At stake are questions like 
the currency and banking sys- 
tem in the territories, trade 
terms, taxation, investment 
programmes and joint ven- 
tures. 

The session was* initially set 
for two days but Mr. Shobat 
and Mr. Kureia held unsche- 
duled informal talks on Mon- 
day evening, where Arab di- 
plomatic sources said much 
ground was covered. 

The talks are running para- 
llel to negotiations in Egypt on 
Israeli military withdrawal 
from the territories. 

The Israeli delegation in- 
cluded diplomats, economists 
and General Danny Roth- 
schild, outgoing senior admi- 
nistrator of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Israel would respect the 
“special” relationship between 
Palestinians and Jordan, Mr. 
Sbohat said. “Questions such 
as the Jordanian currency will 
be examined,” Israel is holding 
separate talks with Jordan on 
these issues. 

A Palestinian delegation 
member emphasised Jordan- 
Palestine inter-dependence in 
the monetary and fiscal fields 
and in trade and free move- 
ment of persons. 

Another Palestinian, offi- 
cial. Samir Houleileh, who is 
also a Palestinian delegation 
member at the multilateral 
Mideast peace talks, said the 
committee would hold another 

(Continued on page 3) 


Nabulsi reports accord on monetary issues, but cautions Palestinians 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special the the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Centra] Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi 
told a large group of 
businessmen Monday night 
that if the Palestinians decide 
at any time to set up their 
own central bank and issue 
their own currency, the move 
would be damaging to both 
.era Lin and ihe new Palesti- 
nian entity. 

"After c short period of 
romance, having had their 
own currency and ‘central 
bank, reality will prove to the 
Palestinians that having had 


thought of the scheme had 
been a mistake,” Dr. Nabulsi 
said adding that such an ac- 
tion would be damaging to 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
entity in trade and invest- 
ment spheres. 

He said it would be unwise 
for the Palestinians to break 
away from the Jordanian di- 
nar when man) countries in 
the world were moving to 
form economic blocs and 
seeking currency unification. 

According to documents 
available to him so far,. Dr. 
Nabulsi said, the anticipated 


monetary and banking role of 
Jordan in the occupied terri- 
tories during the transitory, 
period will be: 

“The continued use of the 
dinar as the legal tender and 
the return of the Jordanian 
banking system to fimetion in 
the occupied territories 
according to prevailing 
Jordanian legislation.” 

Dr. Nabulsi explained that 
the Sept. 13 Israeli- 
Palestinian declaration of 
principals did not grant the 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
any legal power in the monet- 
ary ana banking field because 
this area would touch on the 
issue of sovereignty. 


But, the agreement left the 
door open for negotiations 
between the two sides on 
other authorities of which 
one of them could be the 
monetary and banking au- 
thority, the governor said. 

He added that a proposed 
Jordanian-Palestinian econo- 
mic agreement and the result 
of negotiations between Jor- 
dan and Israel on reopening 
the branches of Jordanian 
banks give the same result as 
to the role of Jordan in the 
monetary and banking field 
in the occupied territories. 

However, the CBJ gov- 
ernor noted that Jordan's 
financial role in the occupied 


territories has not yet been 
officially documented and 
’signed between the Palesti- 
nian and Israeli sides. 

Moreover, the official 
framework for Jordanian's 
role covers only the interim 
period of Palestinian self-rule 
and does not go beyond the 
two-year period. 

The CBJ governor said an 
agreement in principle had 
been reached with the 
Palestinians concerning a 
number of basic elements for 
economic cooperation be- 
tween the two sides. Howev- 
er, this agreement had not 
yet been signed and the gov- 
ernor urged the Palestinian 


leadership to speed up its 
ratification of the agreement 
to draw up the necessary 
detailed protocols and ^^H£ . 

arrangements to cover all 'JPBI 

issues of interest to both H .jjp- 
sides. A 

Dr. Nabulsi highlighted the 

following monetary and i ' ^ : - ‘ 

banking points that were iff 

agreed upon with the PaJesti- HP ajmBHSI 

mans: |Hf 

A) Setting up a joint monet- MR p®- 

ary and banking committee V"' 

to lay down the arrangements J BBt 

and _ common policies to A W p 

monitor the currency and J& . . 

rate of exchange, license jfvl - 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat is facing mount- 
ing criticism in the occupied 
territories for choosing his 
political supporters over eco- 
nomists to handle the manage- 
ment of international, aid. 

The 14-member Palestinian 
Economic Development and 
Reconstruction Authority 
(PEDRA), created on Nov. 4 
by Mr. Arafat, “includes too 
few economic experts and too 
many politicians,'' said Samir 
Abdullah, a Palestinian nego- 
tiator at multilateral talks with 
Israel. 

Dr. Abdullah, who is also an 
economics professor at the A1 
Najjah University of the West 
Bank town of Nablus, called 
for the formation of “a panel 
composed exclusively of ex- 
perts which would impose its 
views on the economic 
council.” 

Yusef A1 Sayegh, a PLO 
economist, resigned last week 
from the council in protest at 
what be called “the politicians' 
dominance,’' the East Jeru- 
salem-based Palestinian daily 
newspaper Al.Qods reported. 

The joint PLO- Israel econo- 


admans criticise Arafat ‘Sudan 
over economic team one of 

ERUSALEM mic commission was holding its mans over five years, also bear W QT* 1 Q C 
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Lebanese police burn 
seized drugs in public 




mic commission was holding its 
first meeting Tuesday and 
Wednesday in Paris on the 
transfer of economic responsi- 
bilities to the Palestinians 
under the autonomy deal 
signed Sept. 13. 

"The politicians should have 
refused to take part in the 
council because they are very 
well aware that they lack com- 
petence in economic affairs,'* 
said Abdul Samara, an eco- 
nomist from the West Bank 
opposed to tbe PLO- Israel 
deal. 

Dr. Samara stressed that 
Mr. Arafat's “erroneous" 
choice of PEDRA members 
was ‘the logical consequence 
of bad financial management 
of the PLO which has been 
going on for years.” 

* Mr. Arafat- has been blamed 
.for much of the mismanage- 
ment at the PLO, which was 
plunged into financial crisis 
when Gulf states cut funding 
because of his support for Iraq 
after the invasion of Kuwait 
three years ago. 

Dr. Samara said donors such 
as tbe United States, E.C. and 
Japan, who offered more than 
$2 billion in aid to the Palesti- 


nians over five years, also bear 
part of the responsibility. 

“The international commun- 
ity and the World Bank should 
have never agreed to deal with 
Palestinians with such an un- 
professional approach,” he 
said. 

In an apparent veiled critic- 
ism of Mr. Arafat, the spokes- 
woman of the Palestinian de- 
legation to the bilateral talks 
with Israel, Hanan Ashrawt, 
said Sunday she supported 
“more democracy within the 
Palestinian bodies” and sug- 
gested that "people with prop- 
er qualifications” be' nomin- 
ated. 

The vice-president of the 
World Bank, Caio Koch-Wes- 
er, said last week he was dis- 
appointed that PEDRA’s crea- 
tion “has been dominated by 
political considerations.” He 
hinted that aid to the Palesti- 
nians might be delayed. 

A World Bank delegation 
concluded recently a three- 
week- visit to the occupied ter- 
ritories to finalise a technical 
assistance programme aimed in 
particular at helping tbe 
Palestinians make use of $50 
million in emergency aid. 


U.S. offers F-15E jets 
to Israel, officials say 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States has 
offered 20 modified F-I5E 
attack jets to Israel for about 
$1.8 billion but Israel has not 
said whether it will buy the 
warplanes, U.S. defence offi- 
cials said Monday. 

The officials, who asked not 
to be identified, said Israel was 
apparently still deciding 
whether to buy a new version 
of the sophisticated F-15E 
ground attack jet made by 
McDonnell , Douglas Corp. , 
additional F-16 jets made by 
Lockheed Corp. or the F/A-18, 
also made by McDonnell 
Douglas. 

If Israel buys the F-15E, 
considered the world’s most 
advanced ground attack jet, it 
would be the first foreign coun- 
try alkn to do so by the 
United States. 

But such a sale, even if it is 
made over several years, 
would eat up a large amount of 
the $1.8 billion that the United 
States gives to Israel each year 
for arms purchases. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin met for over three 
hours with Defence Secretary 
Les Aspin Monday. He Later 
told reporters that cost was a 
problem but he hoped a deci- 
sion was near on the warplane 
issue. 

The meeting followed a 
promise by President Bill Clin- 
ton Friday that Washington 
would help improve Israeli 
security — including providing 
more warplanes, anti-missile 
defences and computer tech- 
nology — to boost Israeli con- 
fidence en route to Middle 
East peace. 

Mr. Rabin declined to say 
whether Israel would buy the 
F-15E. which normally costs 
about $50 million a plane. U.S. 
defence sources said tbe cost of 
the 20-plane package would be 
pushed up to $1.8 billion by tbe 
addition of air-to-air missiles 
and other equipment, spare 
engines, logistics and training. 

“There are some technical 
things that need to be worked 
out and we are working on 
those,” Mr. Aspin told repor- 
ters. 

“We have to study the prob- 
lems of cost, the cash flow...” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

“I believe we had a good 
meeting.... discussions will 
continue this week, and I hope 
by the end of this week, or 
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Les Aspin 

later, decisions will be made,” 
he added. 

The two officials declined to 
specify tbe exact type of air- 
craft involved in the discus- 
sions. 

Tbe United States has sold 
F-15s to Saudi Arabia, but 
models that lack some of the 
sophisticated radar and other 
systems that would be included 
in the Israeli package. Penta- 
gon officials said. 

The F-I5 Eagle is America’s 
premier fighter-bomber, cap- 
able of handling opponents in 
the air and targets on the 
ground, at night and in adverse 
weather. 

One of the officials said 
some “fairly minor” changes 
would be made, such as in its 
software packages, to maintain 
American superiority. It would 
be identified as the F-15I, one 
of the officials said. 

The Israelis have 51 older 
model F-15s, but the newest 
long-range version would en- 
able Israel to reach Iran and 
Iraq. 

No formal decision has been 
made, one of the officials 
stressed. 

“We just gave them tbe cost 
and pricing schedule for 20. 
They asked what they could 
get for $1.8 billion... they are 
the ones who have to decide 
what to buy,” the official said. 

“It’s a question of afforda- 
bility, what kind of mix they 
can afford" over a certain time 
frame, the second official 
added. 

If the Israeli request is 
approved by the Ginton admi- 
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nistration. Congress would be 
notified and would have sever- 
al weeks to pass legislation to 
block such a sale. 

The State Department, 
meanwhile, confirmed that 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will visit the Mid- 
dle East soon, probably next 
month, to offer any help that 
the United States can give in 
moving tbe peace process for- 
ward. 

One of the keys to the Mid- 
dle East peace process, Mr. 
Ginton and Mr. Rabin agreed 
after a meeting Friday, is any 
future peace agreement be- 
tween Israel and Syria. 

Syria has a powerful air 
force made up of hundreds of 
Soviet-built warplanes, includ- 
ing advanced MiG-29 fighter 
jets. 

In Damascus, Syrian offi- 
cials said that Mr. Clinton had 
assured Syria the United States 
backs a comprehensive Middle 
East peace and that Mr. 
Christopher would visit the re- 
gion next month. 

A message from Mr. Ginton 
to Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad was delivered to Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa by Christopher Ross, 
the American ambassador, 
during a meeting in Damascus, 
according to the officials. 

The last round of peace talks 
involving Israel, Syria, Leba- 
non, Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians was held in Washington 
early in September. 

Syria has threatened to 
boycott the next round if no 
progress is made. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In a 
report on the world's 10 worst 
, humanitarian failures, the 
medical aid group Doctors 
Without Borders singles out 
Sudan as “a ruthless dicta- 
torship that violates every hu- 
man right in the book.” 

The group’s book-length 
annual report, released Tues- 
day, also criticises internation- 
al action in Angola, Bosnia, 
Somalia and other countries. 

It says they often are char- 
acterised by economic sanc- 
tions that hurt only the poor, 
peacekeeping operations that 
turn partisan and more con- 
cern with elections than human 
survival. 

The report. “Life, Death 
and Aid,” was released by the 
U.S. branch of tbe private 
group founded by French doc- 
tors two decades ago. 

Sudan topped the group's 
report last year on papulations 
that were in the most danger. 

The report on humanitarian 
failures also lists Angola, 
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, the 
Caucasus region of the former 
Soviet Union, Liberia, El Sal- 
vador, Cambodia, former 
Yugoslavia and Somalia. 

"Hie people of Sudan are 
arguably the most at risk as the 
country has one of the worst 
records of killings, organised 
starvation and deportations of 
civilians in recent history,” tbe 
report said. 

It said brutal fighting be- 
tween the northern, Muslim- 
led government and southern 
rebels, who are Christian and 
animist, has killed thousands 
of people and displaced tens of 
thousands. 

“Despite recent internation- 
al pressure, relief efforts have 
long been hampered by the 
international community’s di- 
plomatic respect for a govern- 
ment with one of the worst 
human rights records on the 
African continent,” it said. 

Doctors without borders, 
which says it isr the world's 
largesfin dependent emergency 
medical aid group, has posted 
5,000 volunteer doctors, nurses 
and other professionals in 80 
countries. 

Among other countries, the 
report says: 

— Peace efforts in Angola 
have led to a worse war, be- 
cause the United Nations fo- 
cused on holding elections 
without disarming the warring 
sides. “The U.N. must bear 
the responsibility for one of 
today’s most savage conflicts.” j 

— In the Caucasus, fighting | 
between Armenia and Azer- , 
baijan over Nagonio-Kara- , 
bakh has intensified, but the i 
international community is un- 
willing to “get bogged down in 
a territorial dispute.” 

— European governments 
are using humanitarian aid as a 
“cosmetic device” to justify 
staying out of the crisis until 
the fighting produces “a new 
manageable Bosnia, officially 
carved up along ethnic lines.” 

— In Somalia, military con- 
cerns have completely oversha- 
dowed any effort to gain a 
political settlement and ham- 
pered humanitarian efforts. 
Doctors Without Borders pul- 
led out the last of its workers 
last week because it did not 
want them working under 
military protection. 

— In Afghanistan, the inter- 
national community aban- 
doned all efforts after the war 
finally engulfed Kabul. 

— - The reemergence of au- 
thoritarian rule in Tajikistan 
after the Soviet beakup re- 
sulted in 50,000 deaths, with 
conditions largely ignored in 
-the West. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Police on 
Monday publicly burned more 
than 1,800 kilogrammes of 
drugs in the latest phase of a 
nationwide crackdown on 
narcotics abuse to attract fore- 
ign investment to help post- 
war reconstruction. 

Nearly 1,500 kilogrammes of 
hash, 291 kilogrammes of pure 
cocaine and 38 kilogrammes of 
heroin were set ablaze at the 
Beirut port. The operation was 
watched by French, Austra- 
lian. Dutch and Scandinavian 
narcotics agents. 

Brigadier General Salim 
Sleem, head of Lebanon's 
narcotics police, said the drugs 
were seized in a spate of busts 
over the last two months. He 
called it “the latest link in a 
six-month crackdown on 
breeders, smugglers and narco- 
tics dealers.” 

Gen. Sleem said 42Q drug 
smugglers and traders were 
arrested in the new sweep, 
bringing to 858 arrests made 
since the anti-narcotics cam- 
paign was launched by Prime 
Minister Rafik HaririVgovem- 
mem last May. 

Gen. Sleem did not report 
the market value of the burned 
drugs. 

Toe drive aims at obliterat- 
ing a rnultimillion-doUar trade 
in narcotics, cigarettes and 
other household and electrical 
appliances. The Syrian army 
lent considerable support to 
Lebanese troops in the cam- 
paign. 

Syria, which has 40,000 
troops stationed in Lebanon 
under an Arab League man- 
date, has been under U.S. 
pressure to curb the narcotic 
trade. 

Vast hash and marijuana 
fields across Lebanon’s eastern 
border with Syria have been 
abolished, reflecting Leba- 
non's determination to restore 


law and order after the lawless- 
ness that flourished during the 
1975-1990 civil war. 

Sixteen illegal ports, used by 
smugglers since the civil war’s 
outbreak, have earlier been 
blown up in northern Lebanon 
and several makeshift bridges 
spanning contraband trails on 
both sides of the 400- 

kilometres Lebanese -Syrian 
border were dynamited. 

Hashish production has been 
pegged at 700-800 tonnes, 
with an estimated five tonnes 
of heroin. 

Western officials said last 
year that the narcotics trade in 
the Bekaa Valley, east of 
Lebanon, was worth around 
$500 million a year. But other 
estimates ranged upward from 
$1.5 billion a year. 

The narcotics trade 
mushroomed during the war, 
with militias using the profits 
to buy weapons and power. 

The drugs were mainly 
smuggled to Western Europe, 
North America, Australia, 
Israel and Egypt. Drug addic- 
tion in Lebanon itself in- 
creased drastically during the 
war. 

Its progressing destruction 
of the narcotics trade naturally 
had an adverse impact on 
Lebanon’s already shattered 
economy but it marked a signi- 
ficant breakthrough for Mr. 
Hariri's government in its drive 
to stamp out corruption and 
crime. 

The government hopes the 
campaign would reassure fore- 
ign nations about Lebanon’s I 
recovery from civil war chaos j 
to encourage them to extend ! 
financial aid for reconstruc- 
tion, which needs up to $10 
billion by U.N. estimates. 

Lebanon's drugs have long 
been a main income of various 
extremist groups around the 
Middle East. 


Britain releases pictures 
of ‘Iraq-destroyed villages’ 


LONDON (R) — Britain re- 
leased pictures on Monday it 
said showed the Iraqi army had 
destroyed villages in the mar- 
shes of southern Iraq in de- 
fiance of the United Nations. 

Officials said it was the first 
time the government had made 
public such evidence and it 
would be used to argue that 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq 
should stay in force. 

“You have evidence of Iraqi 
actions against villages in the 
marshes that is quite dearly in 
contravention of 688,” a Fore- 
ign Office official said, refer- 
ring to the U.N. resolution 
which bars Baghdad from us- 
ing force against tbe Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

It was difficult for the un- 
trained eye to make much of 
the grainy black-and-white 
film, taken by the royal air 
force over southern Iraq in late 
September. 

But Defence Ministry analy- 
sis of the television and in- 
frared imageiy said it showed 
four derelict or destroyed vil- 
lages, with what were probably 
scorch marks visible around 
damaged buildings in two of 
the settlements. 

It said the villages bad prob- 
ably been burnt, not sheUed, 
and Iraqi ground forces were 
■tbe likely culprits. 

“It is unclear whether the 
destruction of the observed 
settlements is related to marsh 
drainage construction projects, 
Iraqi counter-insurgency op- 
erations or harassment of 
Shiite Arabs by the authorities 
in Baghdad,” the Defence 
Ministry said. 

Baghdad says the military 
operations it conducts m the 
marshes- are directed against 
dissident insurgents. 

The film was released along- 
side new claims from campaig- 
ners against alleged persecu- 
tion of marsh Arabs that Iraq 


used chemical weapons near 
Basrah in September in its 
efforts to drive the isolated 
Shiites out of the vast wet- 
lands. 

Iraq has described reports of 
military campaigns against die 
marsh Arabs as “pure fabrica- 
tion.’’ • 

Conservative British Mem- 
ber of Parliament Emma 
Nicholson showed filmed inter- 
views with witnesses of the 
alleged attacks, conducted last 
week by Iranian doctors treat- 
ing refugees who have fled 
Iraq. 

One man, Abud Ali 
Hashim, said a soldier bad told 
him there were many victims in 
the army itself when the wind 
changed course and blew the 
chemicals back on tbe attack- 
ers. 

“I could see tbe plants 
changing colour and wilting. 
They told me that the dead 
bodies had blue skin and blis- 
ters,” according to a transcript 
of his remarks given to repor- 
ters by Ms. Nicholson's fellow 
campaigners. 

Another, Saham Mawwat, 
also described bow the wind 
had changed course. “I saw 
birds falling down, the grass 
changed colour and wilted,” he 
said. 

A team of U.N. inspectors 
has gone to tbe Iranian capital, 
Tehran, to investigate claims 
that Iraq used phosgene, a 
choking gas of World War I 
vintage, against the Arabs, on 
Sept. 26. 

If such allegations — denied 
by Iraq . — were confirmed, it j 
would constitute a breach of 1 
U.N. Resolution 687, which 
ordered Baghdad to destroy 
weapons of mass destruction. | 

British officials said they had 
no convincing evidence of tbe 
use of chemical weapons and 
said the air reconnaissance film 
had been taken elsewhere in 
-the marshes. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

S. Arabia gives $13m in aid to Bosnia . f 

JEDDAH (AFP) — Tbe Saudi cabinet Monday approved a » 
gift of $13 million in food and medicine for the mairuy Muslim i & 
authorities in Bosma-Herzegovina, the official Saudi Press la 
Agency (SPA) reported. Kmg Fahd, who di rected th at the IK 
funds be made available, also ordered Saudi hosprtate, t>6th IK 
civilian and military, to take more Bosnian casualties froth the - f f 
fighting among Muslims, Serbs and Groats in the former rm 
Yugoslav republic. He appealed to Saudi residents to contmhe : 
to contribute to a Saudi Bosnian aid fund, chaired by Riyadh. 

Governor Prince Sulman Ben Abdul Aziz. Since the start of ft 
the conflict in April 1992, Saudi Arabia has provided Bosnian ' f 
Muslims with nearly $150 million, along with several tonnes of 
food and medical supplies. . ( 

U.N. urges Tehran to end potttical assassinations l 

'll i — 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Iran must stop its intelligence L . 
agents from targetting political opponents living outside the f i ' 

country, the United Nations Human Rights Commission said ^ ^ 
in a report. “There are sufficient grounds for urging the 
government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to adopt prompt 
and effective measures to stop its intelligence agents from 
threatening or attempting to kill members of me Iranian 
opposition living abroad,” the report said Monday. Tbe U.N, 
commission also urged Iran to cooperate with investigations . 
into threats or attacks on Iranian natives living outside the 
country. Among the attacks, the report documents the Aug. 

28 assassination of Behran Azadfer, an Iranian Azeri leader 
living in Ankara, as well as the abduction of Mohammad 
Ghaderi, another Iranian leader living in Turkey. Perhaps the < 
best known victim was former Iranian Prime Minister 
Sbahpour Bakhtiar, killed in a Paris suburb in 1991. An 
investigation found that about 50 people in several countries 
had participated in preparing ana carrying out fiakhtiar’s 
assassination, the U.N. report said. The report also noted 
deteriorating conditions in Iran’s prisons, where about 20,000 
political prisoners are being held. 

Kuwaifs ruler to visit Iran soon 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti diplomat said the emir of Kuwait, 

Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, would soon visit Iran, the 
official Kuwait News Agency reported. “The visit of his 
highness the emir to Iran aims at... spreading the spirit of 
understanding and trust between the two countries to serve the 
region,” Kuwaiti Charge d* Affaires in Tehran Fahd Al Dhafiri 
was quoted as saying. Mr. Dhafiri said the emir had accepted 
an invitation to visit from President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani and promised to fulfil it soon, a KUNA despatch from | 

Tehran said late Monday. The agency said Mr. Dhafiri had titi |1 I 
conveyed a message from Sheikh Jaber to the Iranian leader. 

Mr. Dhafiri said the date of tbe visit would be determined , . 
through diplomatic channels in the near future. The visit djf \ i 
would be Sheikh Jaber’s first trip to Iran since becoming emir '|L ■ * ' 
m 1977. 

Turkey wants $170m in U.S< naval arms 

WASHINGTON (R) — Turkey wants to buy torpedoes, 
missiles and other U.S. naval arras and ammunition for four 
warships at a cost of about $170 million, the Defence 
Department said Monday. Included in tire purchase would be 
32 Harpoon anti-ship missiles, 64 MK-46 torpedoes, 40 
anti-submarine rockets, 3,000 rounds of five-inch ammunition, 

40,000 rounds of 20mm cartridges and other equipment 
related to the lease of four Knox class frigates to Turkey from 
die U.S. Navy. The Pentagon said the principal U.S. 
contractors involved in the package would be McDonnell 
Douglas Corp and Affiant Techsystems. 

Kuwait clears Iraqi of 'collaboration’ 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti court overturned the death ^ 

sentence of an Iraqi convicted of collaborating with Inu^ | 
during the 1990-91 occupation, a court official said on I 
Tuesday. “The court found contradictious in tbe testhnonKai I 
of the witnesses in that case and therefore acquitted thqj “1 
defendant,” an official of the court of cassation told Reufofi£ I JT”" 
without elaboration. The cassation court upheld a gu3|p r 1 * 

verdict and a six-month jail term imposed on the man, Gbafeo? j 
Mohammad Turki, for illegal entry into Kuwait. Newspapers! € 
said the state security court imposed the sentences in Map? K 
Death sentences in Kuwait automatically are reviewed byin^' JB «* 
court of cassation. IE' 

King to shake up Morocco’s bureaucracy b . 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco Monday ordered -KjL v_ 
that top civil servants be transferred every four years to shake . 
up the kingdom's ponderous bureaucracy and keep it on its . 
toes. “The duty of each government is to discover weaknesses • 1 
in the administration and eradicate them,” he said in a letter to 
Prime Minister Mohammad Karim Lamrani published by the 
official news agency MAP. A new government of technocrats 
led by Mr. Lamrani was appointed by the monarch on 2*^. 
Thursday with tire task of holding down the state deficit, : ' 

controlling inflation and providing jobs. King Hassan told the j, 1 
new cabinet that it “must avoid routine and embark on new - '• 

measures.” Foreign businessmen often encounter administra- i 

five obstacles in Morocco, something which may discourage fe;,; 
foreign investment, Western diplomats say. “One of the ’ 

causes of these weaknesses. .. is keeping senior civil servants in 
the same post and in the same place for too long. A special -iw.J " 
relationship is developed between him and his subordinates, ^ J ‘ v:: 
leading to routine work harmful to public interest,” the king . 
said. /rjj 

Cyprus to open embassy in Israel ^ ’ ■;» 

°P en 90 embassy in Israel for 

Sfd tS BE?* ^ £ ore,8n ^ ^ °h Monday. It :■ l 

5^ r ? bassador would present his credentials to __ 

President Ezer Weizman on Nov. 24. Israel has maintained an ' ' 

foreign Minister 

B - h ?“ * as T due m Tuesday evening fora . 

^ ** first visit t0 the Jewish • 

state by a Cypnot foreign minister. . - 
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2h3S Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

22543 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut. Paris (AF) 

2“ Beirut (ME) 

*2 — Cairo (MS) 

— Abu Dhabi (GF) 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppetfbwer pride in (ib per kg. 

Apple 760/5® 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Beam 52O/3S0 

Cabbage MQ/9& 

Cbirot 280/20® 

Cauliflower 260 / 20 Q 

Clementine 200 f 1 » 

Cucumbers (large) 140/100 

Cucumbers (small) ..... 280/200 

Eggplant 260/180 

Garlic 950 / 600 

Grapes 

Grape Fnrit 180/100 

Guava 440/ 

Lemon 180/100 

Mutttw (large) 140/. MB 

Marrow (small) 280/200 

Mulukhia 450 / 400 

Olives (green) 240/180 

Onion (dry) 300 / 300 

|*PP«O»0 - 190/ M 

Pepper (sweet) 180 7 

Potato 350/280 

Tomato 300 

Spinach 300/ 


' 1 6 S.S-. 
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His M*j«ty King ftssein Monday evqung receives 
senator David Boren (Petra photo) 

Visiting U.S. senator 
praises Jordan’s help 


OCR 


AMMAN (J.T.) — U.S. Sena- 
tor David Boren Tuesday con- 
cluded a brief visit to Amman 
and praised the Jordanian au- 
thorities for facilitating his trip 
to Baghdad where be secured 
jLthe release of American oil 
-businessman Kenneth Beatty 
who spent 205 days in Iraqi 
jail. Senator Boren, in a depar- 
ture statement, said Mr. Beat- 
ty had been well-treated in 
Iran during his detention. 

He said during his brief visit 
here he had an audience with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
Monday evening and discussed 
the Middle East peace process. 

Praising the democratic 
march in Jordan, Senator 
Boren said it has set a good 
example to be copied by other 
countries in the region. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
• sein ordered his release m re- 
sponse to a request from the 


U.S. senator and other prom- 
inent Americans. 

Mr. Beatty, who is in his 50s, 
had been suffering from heart 
problems, reports said. 

He was quoted by the Jor- 
dan News agency, Petra, as 
saying that he received excel- 
lent treatment by the Iraqis 
while he was in jail and he was 
provided with all his needs 
including medical care. 

Petra quoted Senator Boren 
as saying that his talks with the 
Iraqi authorities were of a 
humanitarian nature, adding 
that the U.S. government had 
nothing to do with his mission. 

He smd his three-day visit to 
Iraq was at the invitation of the 
Iraqi ambassador to the United 
Nations. His meeting in Bagh- 
dad, he said, with Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, 
was useful and fruitful. 


Crown Prince to set 
YMC A cornerstone 


na*a ! .r_ 


borate: 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Wednesday will, lay the 
corner stone of a new building 
to serve as a social services 
centre for the Young Men's 
Christian Association 
(YMCA) in Jordan. 

The project is being carried 
out at Yadoudeh, opposite the 
Amman National Park on the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Highway. . . 

Government ministers, de- 
puties and prominent in<jj- . ■ 
vi duals including members of 
the diplomatic missions have 


been invited to attend the cere- 
mony to take place at noon. 

Functioning in Jordan since 
1961, the YMCA has pursued 
efforts to meet the needs of the 
needy communities within the 
country and to concentrate on 
self-help projects through 
training and development of 
individuals. 

Much of the YMCA work 
has been focused on benefit- 
ring the Palestinian refugees 
and has included training more 
than 500 youth community 
leaders. 





ST# 


REVIEWING SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basina Tuesday received Mrs. Morfflon, 
wife of Lien tenant General Philippe MoriDon of t he 
French army and former commander of U.N. forces in 
Bosnia, at Queen Alia Fund for Social Development 
(QAF). During her visit, Mrs. Morilkm was given a 
presentation about the projects and activities of QAF as 
wdl as the activities of the Jordanian National Commit- 
tee for Women. Following the presentotioo, Mrs. Monl- 
loa discussed Queen Alia Fund’s role in community and 
economic development and training with members of 
QAF*s board of trustees and staff. Mrs. Mention, who 
was accompanied by Mrs. Claude Marie, wife of me 
French mffitary attache in Amman, showed great in- 
terest in social development in Jordan, particularly tire 
role of women in development. 


50 officers of proposed Palestinian police force 
begin ICRC training course on humanitarian law 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A batch of 50 
officers of the proposed 
Palestinian police force ex- 
pected to be deployed in the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip under tbe Israel- 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
accord has started a training 
course at the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
Amman on humanitarian 


PLO officials said the 
three-day training course, 
which started Monday, com- 
es as part of a pledge made by 
the PLO leadership to re- 
spect human rights and civil 
rights while enforcing the law 
in the occupied territories. 

The batch of 50 is part of 
the larger police force, esti- 
mated to be around 20,000, 


and the trainees are expected 
to be coached on "‘specific 
human rights aspects of 
police work such as arrests, 
detention and the use of 
force,” an ICRC press re- 
lease said. 

The officers, to be fol- 
lowed by another batch of 50, 
are expected to become in- 
structors themselves to train 
others in the police force on 
the humanitarian task of their 
work, it said. 

PLO officials said Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat had been 
contacted by various interna- 
tional relief agencies and 
humanitarian organisations 
as well as human rights 
watchdogs with appeals that 
every aspect of humanitarian 
law be followed and respected 
in the autonomous area prop- 
osed under the Israel-PLO 
accord. 

“In principle, Arafat has 


agreed to the request and has 
signed agreements with some 
of the organisations while 
other agreements would be 
endorsed soon,” said a senior 
PLO official. 

According to the PLO offi- 
cial, one of the agreements 
expected to be formalised 
soon is a PLO endorsement 
pf a human rights charter 
{drawn up by Amnesty Inter- 
national, the London-based 
human rights organisations. 

Senior officials from 
Amnesty as well as Middle 
East Watch and several other 
organisations dealing with 
human rights abuse in the 
region met with the PLO 
chairman shortly after the 
Israel-PLO accord was 
announced. 

“Our concern is to ensure 
that the new Palestinian enti- 
ty wQl be an exception in a 
region where human rights 


are by and large ignored in 
tbe midst of conflicts and 
political upheavals," said an 
Amnesty activist. 

“We are happy to see that 
the PLO leadership is living 
up to its commitments as 
evident in the Red Cross 
training for the police force,” 
added the activist. 

The ICRC press release 
said similar courses were also 
being offered in Egypt, 
another centre where mem- 
bers of the Palestinian police 
force are undergoing training 
in routine police work such as 
investigations, forensic medi- 
cine and use of modern 
equipment related to main- 
taining law and order. 

“Thanks to the agreement 
on the Palestinian, Jordanian 
and Egyptian authorities, the 
ICRC hopes to contribute 
with this course to the respect 
of humanitarian principles in 


the future autonomous terri- 
tories of Gaza and Jericho," 
the all-Swiss agency said. 

“It is convinoed that the 
respect of the human being 
wili, as always, be conducive 
to peace in the region." 

The PLO is seeking a 
30,000-strong police force to 
replace Israeli security forces 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to maintain law and 
order, but Israel is suggesting 
that their number be limited 
to one for every 100 Palesti- 
nian inhabitants of the occu- 
pied territories; this would 
mean beween 20,000 and 

21,000 policemen based on a 
total Palestinian population 
of between two million and 
2.1 million. 

Most of the police force is 
drawn from the units of the 
Palestine Liberation Anny 
(PLA). In addition, the force 
will also include former mem- 


bers of a Palestinian force 
working under the control of 
the Israeli occupation who 
resigned shortly after the 
Palestinian uprising began in 
19S7. 

Up to 3,000 PLO soldiers 
stationed in Jordan are ex- 
pected to have been trained 
in Jordanian police facilities 
before the end of this year. 
Others are being trained in 
Egypt and Yemen, the PLO 
official said. 

In addition, the PLO has 
accepted 3,000 applicants 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Earlier batches of Palesti- 
nians from the occupied terri- 
tories were deployed in 
Jericho and parts of Gaza last 
month, mainly as a token of 
Palestinian control. Most of 
them are involved in direct- 
ing traffic and maintaining 
order at demonstrations. 



Examples of some of the traditional architecture of Salt 
• (Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 

Experts aim to conserve 
traditional architecture 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A five-day 
symposium on the conserva- 
tion of architectural heritage in 
Jordan and the Arab World 
will open at the University of 
Jordan Saturday. 

Held under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, the 
symposium is organised by the 
Department of Architecture, 

Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology, in cooperation 
with the Aga Khan Trust for 
Culture and the Aga Khan 
Unit for Islamic Studies. 

Delegates from 11 Arab and 
foreign countries including Jor- 
dan will review 63 research 
papers depicting a variety of 
case studies. 

The organisers said that the 
delegates" will discuss projects 
aimed at the conservation of 
traditional architecture. 


Jordanian papers will cover 
traditional architecture of Salt, 
Irbid and Taybeh. they noted. 

Kamel Mahadin, head of 
The organism said that the 75 
committee said that an 
architectural exhibition dis- 
playing aspects of the Naba- 
tean city of Petra will be held 
during the conference. 

The exhibition will also dis- 
play designs by University of 
Jordan students as well as 
proposals for restructuring the 
old Aqaba Railway line. 

According to Dr. Mahadin, 
the participants to the sympo- 
sium will be representing Tur- 
key, India, the United King- 
dom, the United States. Ger- 
many, Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates as well as 
Jordan. 


New controls to be placed on radio, T.V. advertising 






AMMAN (Petra) — Radio 
and television advertisements 
will be subject to specific pro- 
fessional controls and regula- 
tions, according to a source for 
Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation. 

The new controls are part of 
the Ministry of Information 
plans to develop a national 
information strategy for the 
years 1994. 

They have been agreed upon 
by Jordanian intellectuals, in- 
formation specialists and ex- 
perts on habits and traditions 
prevailing in the Jordanian 
society, ate source said. 

The new controls and reg- 


ulations which cancel other 
regulations or controls in 
force, provide that advertise- 
ments be true, accurate and in 
line with tbe religious and mor- 
al values of the Jordanian sod- 

advertisements should 
observe the general taste in 
Jordan and should not harm 
people’s feelings or dignity, 
nor should they seek to under- 
mine any other products or the 
image of other advertisers. 

They stipulate that adver- 
tisements with people appear- 
ing therein should not be aired 
until the approval of the peo- 
ple concerned is obtained. 


Advertisements should not be 
detrimental to public health 
nor to the natural environm- 
net, nor should they include 
any scenes, images or descrip- 
tions encouraging the violation 
of traffic laws. 

The regulations gave the 
Jordan Radio and Television 
Corporation’s Commercial 
Advertisment and Marketing 
Department the right to make 
any necessary amendments it 
deems necessary to such adver- 
tisements. 

The new controls ban airing' 
commercial advertisements im- 
mediately before or after reli- 
gious and political program- 


mes. 

They also ban all advertising 
methods set to cause physical, 
mental or moral harm to chil- 
dren, and it stipulates that 
advertisements promoting chil- 
dren's medicines or vitamins 
should not be aired before 9:00 
a.m. 

The controls also ban adver- 
tisements with children cros- 
sing streets carelessly, looking 
from windows, climbing lad- 
ders. using matches or fuels, or 
driving cars or tractors. 

Advertisements promoting 
sweets as an alternative to 
proper food should not be 
aired, the regulations said. 


; Husseini appeals for help 


^ (Continued from page I) 

■ some of the biggest rampages, 
■‘s as saying they had been under 

• ortten Jfot to use any force 
• ! against' the 'settlers, even in 
‘ life-thfntening" situations. 

' But the uhny spokesman, in 
an official statement, said sol- 

* <hers were under orders to “act 
'i fir *%*»d aggressively against 
, Jewish ntjjnirbers of the peace 

&and Arabs equally.*: 

. - The statement said soldiers 
could use treasonable force" 
with officers’ permission. 
Pakstinians.wid soldiers on 


patrol m Al Bireh fired at stu- 
dents, fatally wounding Rami 
Izat Al Ghazzawi, 15-year-old 
son of a prominent Palestinian 
writer and university lecturer. 

Israeli security sources said 
the youths had stoned passing 
Jewish settlers. Ghazzawi was 
shot in the liver and died at 
Ramallah hospital. 

In the Gaza Strip, an Israeli 
civilian shot dead an Arab who 
stabbed and wounded a police 
officer and another civilian at 
an Israeli industrial area near 
the main checkpoint to Israel. 


Self-rule economic talks open 

(Continued from page 1) 


meeting in three weeks to 
study proposals of working 
groups on areas of disagree- 
ment between the two sides. 

In Tunis, Norwegian Fore- 
ign Minister Johan Jorgen 
Holst has met with Yasser Ara- 
fat to discuss economic aid for 
self-rule as fellow Palestinians 
criticise Mr. Arafat’s handling 
of the money, sources said 
Tuesday. 

The Palestinian sources said 
Mr. Holst, in the meeting 
Monday, urged Mr. Arafat to 


reshape an economic council 
that could receive almost S2 
billion pledged in aid over the 
next five years. 

The PL6 chairman is under 
fire for personally taking over 
the running of the economic 
council for development and 
reconstruction, (see page 2). 

Fellow Palestinians com- 
plain he is trying to seize con- 
trol of the aid money for his 
own cronies within the PLO 
and warn that this could harm 
chances of receiving aid. 


Iran invites Jordan to organise 
industrial products fair in Tehran 

Trade officials review areas of potential exchange 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iran has 
invited Jordan to organise an 
industrial fair in Tehran in 
order to promote the sale of 
Jordanian products in Iranian 
markets. 

The invitation came from 
Mahdi Mufidi, Iranian deputy 
minister of heavy industries, at 
a meeting with Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Secretary 
General Marwan A wad Tues- 
day. 

Discussing the second Ira- 
nian industrial fair which will 
open in Amman Thursday, 
Mr. Mufidi said he hoped that 
the fair will contribute towards 
further bolstering bilateral 
trade. 

Mr. Mufidi said that the fair 
will orient the Jordanian public 
on the advanced level of. Ira- 
nian industrial products. 

* Mr. Awad tolo,!tbe Iranian 
official that" Jordan was in- 
terested in launching joint' in- 
vestment projects with Iran 
and promoting trade links. 

Tbe current trade exchanges 
are still below tbe aspired 
level, but more efforts can be ■ 
made to improve the situation 
said Mr. Awad. 

He said that Jordan was also 
interested in benefiting from 
Iranian expertise in joint ven- 
tures, noting that the Kingdom 


lacks investments in such pro- 
jects as the production of agri- 
cultural tractors and the ex- 
ploitation of the Dead Sea 
minerals. - 

. In discussing the develop- 
ment of trade between Iran 
and Jordan, Mr. Awad said 
Jordan was interested reviving 
the joint economic committee 
which last met in 1992 and in 
upgrading bilateral trade pro- 
tocols to pave the way for 
industrial product exchange. 

Referring to an Iranian set 
of proposals on joint ventures 
and trade links, Mr. Awad said 
that it was accepted in princi- 
ple by Jordan, but it required 
deeper scrutiny before it would 
be signed by tbe ministers of 
industry in the two countries in, 
the near future. 

Present at the talks were 
Khaldoiin Abu Hassan, presi- 
dent of the Amman Chamber 
of Industry, and Haidar 
Murad, deputy chairman of the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Trade. 

The two business association 
officials proposed that the 
committee discuss Iranian- 
Jordanian joint production of 
spare parts for machinery, 
building and agricultural mate- 
rials, and equipment, food 
stuffs textiles, garments and 


petrochemical products. 

According to Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade sources, Jor- 
dan’s exports to Iran in the first 
eight months of 1993 totalled 
ID 8.5 million against JD 1 
million worth of Iranian pro- 
duct, imported by Jordan in 
the same period. 

The ministry said Jordan’s 
exports to Iran included ferti- 
lisers, paints, shirts, and its 
imports from Iran included pis- 
tachios melons seeds and car 
tyres. 

After the talks with Mr. 
Awad, the Iranian official and 
his accompanying delegation 
visited the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) and 
met acting Director General 
Ishaq Al Jail ad to discuss coop- 
eration in the phosphate-based 
fertiliser industry. 

Dr. Jallad told the visitors 
about JPMCs capabilities in 
developing the Iranian fertilis- 
er industry. 

He also discussed with Mr. 
Mufidi his country's needs of 
phosphate-based fertilisers 
produced in Jordan. 

Dr. Jallad noted that Iran's 
annual imports of 609.000 ton- 
nes of phosphate and 500,000 
tonnes of fertilisers come from 
Jordan which in turn imports 
Iranian raw materials used in 


the fertiliser industry. 

In 1991, tbe JPMC sold Iran 

230,000 tonnes of phosphate- 
based fertilisers, but this year 
the amount was expected to 
rise to 300,000 tonnes, accord- 
ing to Dr. Jallad. 

For his part, the Iranian 
official raised the prospect of 
helping Jordan sell fertilisers 
and phosphate to Afghanistan 
and the Islamic republics of the 
former Soviet Union, against 
Jordan purchases of Iranian- 
made trucks and equipment 
used in mining the phosphate, 
and promoting trade ex- 
changes between the two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Mufidi later met with 
the chairman of the Federation 
of: Jordanian . Chambers’ of 
Trade, Mohammad Asfoiur, 
and his assistants, and discus- 
sed trade and economic coop- 
eration. 

He said that his country was 
genuinely oriented towards 
promoting economic and trade 
ties with Jordan and was in- 
terested in organising plans for 
such endeavours and invest- 
ments in industrial projects. 

Mr. Mufidi also said that 
Iran would be willing to import 
Jordanian medicines by barter 
trade, in exchange for Iranian 
commodities. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of lithographs 
by a number of artists at 
the French Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

☆ Exhibition of coos at the 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Iraqi 
artist Faiuni A] Qaysf at 
the Alia Art Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by artist 
Ibrahim Al Nashashibi at 
Baladna Art Gallery (Gar- 
dens Street). 

* Art exhibition by Iraqi 
artist Rakan Dabdoub at 
Orfali Art Gallery (Tel. 
826932). 

☆ Art exhibition by a num- 
ber of artists at the Stu- 
dent Affairs Deanship 
Building at tbe University 
of Jordan. 

☆ The Palestinian embroid- 
ery exhibit at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (daily 
HkOO ami. -8:00 p.m.). 

☆ Exhibition of recent paint- 
ings by artist Am mar 
Khammash at Darat Al 
Fnnnn of the Abdol 
Ha meed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jahal Ltroeibdefa. 
Also showing, the perma- 
nent exhibition (Saturday- 
Tbursday 10:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m.) 

LECTURES 

Lecture entitled “Par- 
liamentary Elections and 
Human Rights” by Dr. 
Mottsa Shtaiwi at Abdol 
Hameed Simman Found- 
ation at 5:00 p.m. 

SPORTS ROUND- 
UP 

☆ A one-hour programme 
featuring a condensation 
of the most popular 
games of the week with 
play-by-play announce- 
ment at the American 
Centre at 5:00 p.m. 


Specialists point out problems 
in industry in Jordan, Gaza 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jorda- 
nian working paper submit- 
ted to the second day of an 
expert group meeting on 
automation and microp- 
rocessor controls, held at the 
University of Jordan, pointed 
out several problems and 
challenges facing the intro- 
duction of industrial automa- 
tion. 

The paper, prepared by 
Yousef Al Assaf, assistant 
professor at the Industrial 
Engineering Department of 
the University of Jordan, said 
that a large sector of those in 
charge of industries either do 
not bother to adopt changes 
because their products are 
sold locally utilising present 
equipment, or are reluctant 
and afraid to adopt change. 

Dr. Assaf said that training 
of staff on the present equip- 
ment or equipment to be 
acquired was seldom 
appropriate. Training, he 
said, can provide an oppor- 
tunity for creative modifica- 
tion and development. 

According to Dr. Assaf, 
Jordanian industry has no 
confidence in the capabilities 
or expertise of university 
faculty members and en- 
gineers to provide solutions 
to their problems. 

He added that Jordanian 
industry tends to accumulate 
costly expenses in this arena 
because it relies on foreign 
expertise to solve industrial 
problems. 


Addressing the sessions. 
Dr. Assaf said the proposed 
national or regional centre 
for industrial automation was 
necessary to increase the 
awareness of benefiting from 
such automation. 

A case study submitted to 
the meeting tackled the in- 
dustry in the Gaza Strip and 
the difficulties it faces under 
Israeli occupation. 

After the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war, Gaza’s industry was 
forced into playing a minor 
complementary role to Israeli 
industry, often changing the 
mode of its own industry to 
suit Israeli market needs, said 
a research paper submitted 
by Halim Al Halabi, a resear- 
cher from the Gaza-based 
Development Resources 
Centre (DRC). 

Mr. Halabi said a survey 
conducted by DRC found 
that the sewing industry was 
the largest sector in Gaza, 
accounting for 41 per cent of 
the total industries, followed 
by the construction at 19 per 
cent, wood at 17 per cent and 
metal works at 12 per cent. 

In the Gaza Strip, home to 

750,000 people, there are no 
institutions or centres to help 
industry through specialised 
training programmes, 
maintenance and design in 
the field of electronics, said 
Mr. Halabi. 

To develop the Gaza Strip 
industrial sector, he said, a 
major step was required to 


install and implement the re- 
lated technology and adv- 
anced equipment. 

Mr. Halabi said that only 
in four of the 26 textile fac- 
tories was new technology 
introduced involving tbe use 
of highly advanced machines. 

Ibrahim Haddad, director 

S neral of the Atomic Energy 
munission of Syria, pre- 
sented a paper underlining 
the importance of the estab- 
lishment of a regional centre 
for maintenance and repair of 
electronic equipment. In his 
paper, Dr. Haddad said chat 
the countries of the Middle 
East lack national electronic 
equipment industries. He 
said these countries acquire 
their equipment from the in- 
dustrialised nations, noting 
that frequently such equip- 
ment becomes partially or 
completely inoperable, hence 
tbe need for the projected 
centre in the region. 

The role of the proposed 
centre should not necessarily 
be confined to repairs, but it 
can also cany out regular 
preventive maintenance on 
complex electronic equip- 
ment, Dr. Haddad noted. 

The meeting, co-organised 
by the U.N. Industrial De- 
velopment Organisation 
(UNIDO) and the Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), will 
conclude today (Wednes- 
day). 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


KLM increases its flights to Amman 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines have now started serving 
Amman with five flights a week. With this increase of 
frequency KLM becomes the biggest foreign carrier 
operating to Jordan. KLM was the first foreign carrier 
who started their services to Amman in 1960 and it 
wishes to keep its lead and commitment towards Jordan. 
With the latest developments in the area KLM aims to 
support the tourism industry in Jordan and the country 
at large. 
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Keep in touch 

QATAR’S decision to establish telephone 
links with the West Bank has raised eyeb- 
rows in many Arab countries that have yet 
to get used to the accelerated pace of 
developments in the Middle East region. 
Ostensibly the reason for Doha’s bold step 
is to facilitate contacts between the Palesti- 
nian people dispersed all over the world, 
especially the Gulf region. Arab states and 
peoples may regard this initiative as prema- 
ture “normalisation” of relations with the 
state of Israel at a time when the peace 
process has yet to be formally concluded. 
Others would argue that linking the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip with the 
other parts of the Arab World would 
strengthen the resolve of the Palestinian 
people in their struggle for independence by 
enhancing their channels of communica- 
tions with the outside world. In pragmatic 
terms, isolating the Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories from their own 
people in the diaspora as well as from the 
Arab Nation at large would only push them 
even further into the Israeli embrace, the 
last thing, strategically speaking, that 
would be on the Arab agenda. 

There are obviously real risks in reestab- 
lishing telephone links between the occupied 
territories and the Arab World. There 
could be security risks that may undermine 
the stability of the Arab countries. This 
fear, however, may be exaggerated because 
telephone and facsimile contacts with the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip could only be 
made more difficult but not totally prevent- 
able. Palestinians have been calling their 
folks back home through the services of 
third parties with the foil knowledge of all 
concerned. IS there were really any security 
dangers present, available precautionary 
measures would still be used in the case of 
direct links. 

At the current critical stage of the IsraeM- 
Palestmian peace talks, it would seem in- 
finitely more productive for the Arabs to 
reestablish telephone links with Palestinians 
under occupation than to resort to worn out 
complexes about such steps. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Tuesday commented on planned visits 
by His Majesty King Hussein to Cairo and Damascus, noting 
that the Monarch was bound to discuss the prospects of peace 
in the region and the coming U.S. secretary of state’s tour of 
the region. Coordination among the Arab parties is a national 
necessity at this junction and the King is keen on arriving at a 
comprehensive peace with Israel involving all parties, said the 
paper. Nothing short of a comprehensive peace that would 
entail full withdrawal and the recognition of the Palestinian 
people's rights can survive, said the daily. All the previous 
deals with Israel served as temporary agreements that col- 
lapsed or will collapse in the face of any new developments in 
the region, said the paper. The American secretary of state's 
coming tour, added the paper, clearly indicates the presence of 
major obstacles impeding the path of peace and requiring 
serious international efforts, especially on the part of 
Washington, to help overcome the problems and implement 
U.N. resolutions, the paper added. What the Arab and 
Muslim people demand from the world community is full 
implementation of U.N. resolutions pertinent to the Middle 
East so that the international legitimacy's credibility can 
survive in the eyes of the nations of the world, continued the 
paper. It is nut enough to say that peace is closer due to the 
signing of agreements unless, said the paper, people can see 
concrete steps taken to make that peace materialise. 

AL DUSTOUR commented on the upcoming visit to the 
Middle East by U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher, 
saying that he is coming to deal with the obstacles that have 
delayed the peace process and prevented a peace agreement so 
far. There is no doubt that the tour will represent Washing- 
ton's renewal of its commitment to play the role of partner in 
the peace process which has been blocked mainiy on the 
Syria-Israeli and Lebanese-Israeli tracks, said the paper. Mr. 
Christopher will no doubt seek to stimulate the peace process 
along these two tacks and if he can achieve a breakthrough, 
the road to peace will be paved, added the daily. But, it said, 
one should not forget that the Israelis have lately hardened 
their own position along the track with Syria, following the 
signing of the PLO-Israeli deal in Washington. Therefore, one 
can safely say that Mr. Christopher's coming visit will be a 
testing ground for the United States and its commitments to 
help the two sides reach a deal, it added. Unless a comprehen- 
sive deal is struck along all tracks, peace treaties will remain a 
matter of ink and paper. Unless the Americans exert real and 
serious efforts this time, the paper said, the prospects for 
pea *e remain very grim indeed. 9 


Executive and legislative checks and balances 


By fzzat R. Dajani 

Now that the parliamentary 
elections are completed and 
the deputies have been 
selected by the votes of their 
respective constituencies, it is 
time to think and plan for the 
next stage. The government 
which supervised the elec- 
tions is expected to resign 
after it completed its man- 
date as set by His Majesty 
King Hussein. However, 
mosi indications are that Dr. 
Abdul Salam Al Majali will 
form the new government, 
particularly that he is well 
versed in the peace process 
and its overt and covert de- 
tails. More importantly, the 
new Parliament is characte- 
rised by a dominance of main 
stream, pro-establishment, 
centrist, and tribalist mem- 
bers. The street banners and 
candidates’ slogans before 
the elections touched on the 
peace process to some de- 
gree, but the dominant issues 
were economy and institu- 
tional reforms and develop- 
ment. 

While Dr. Majali can deal 
with the Parliament's forma- 
tion, bis Cabinet members 
need to be able to deal with 
the pressing issues both the 
country and the government 
are faced with. Most mem- 
bers of the present govern- 
ment are either bureaucrats 
or “old-fashion" civil ser- 
vants. A major reshuffle 
needs to taJce place, introduc- 
ing new figures into the gov- 
ernment in order to allow it 
to face the tremendous chal- 
lenges that need skill and 
experience. 

Merit in government must 
be based on excellence and 
not on tribal allegiance. 
North and South or East and 
West! Analysts expect the 
new Cabinet to include a 
number of legislators who are 
experienced politicians and 
who the government needs to 
fulfill its policies, accomplish 
its mission and push forward 
die democratic process. This 
is where we sincerely hope 
such analysts are proven 
wrong! The government 
needs entrepreneurship and 
not statesmanship. Appoint- 
ing legislators in the new 
cabinets had previously been 
either a functional reward for 
their pledges and activities or 
a measure to co-opt and mute 
their critical voices. None of 
these forms does the country 
need. This is time to innovate 
problem-solving and not pay 
back old favours. The gov- 
ernment needs to work with 
Parliament and not co-opt it, 
particularly when the latter 
appears docile from its com- 
position and its early, poss- 
ibly premature, reading. 

Elections were not run on 
party politics, except fin the 
Islamic Action From (IAF) 
which had a dear mission and 
an even dearer mandate. 
Since family and tribal 
grounds and allegiances 


dominated the election char- 
acteristics, election results 
did not produced a dominant 
party or a coalition of parties 
that can force and influence 
events to control the govern- 
ment and hence put party 
politics into full practice. 

We have regularly stressed 
that the Cabinet-member’s 
honour is vested in his ability 
to fully execute the poliries of 
the government as if they all 
agree with his own personal 
convictions. The honour of 
the legislator lies in an exclu- 
sive personal responsibility 
for what he does. This is 
where the prime minister 
should fiercely avoid includ- 
ing legislators in his Cabinet 
— something easier said than 
done. However, there is al- 
ways a l Tirst” to everything 
and this usually requires vi- 
sion and courage. 

It is truly time people 
started trusting government. 
Many governments in the 
past appeared to talk right 
but walk left. Governance is 
a very complex issue and the 
government needs to set its 
goals and priorities. Goals 
are thus very clearly articu- 
lated following extensive pre- 
paration for the long-run 
tasks, be they economic or 
political. Set goals can be 
then pursued steadily. 

The government most 
work at reducing its foreign 
debt, out budget deficit, in- 
crease private investments, 
improve the infrastructure, 
shorten government red tape 
and become more efficient. 
Many pressing issues need to 
be handled efficiently and in- 
telligently, such as unemploy- 
ment, health, education, so- 
cial welfare. Jordan seems to 
be plagued now by lagging 
competitiveness, lack of jobs, 
crumbling infrastructure and 
despair. Poverty and income 
disparity are becoming very 


serious. 

It thus appears that the 
demands the government 
strongly faces are social and 
economic. It needs to design 
social programmes in such a 
way that public services will 
have the most direct effects 
on public lives. The economy 
needs to be reoriented taking 
all above issues into consid- 
eration. Results must bear 

“Among (the 
government’s) 
most pressing 
needs is identify- 
ing the various ; 
resources and 
pulling them 
together . 
Appropriate 
planning can 
truly make a dif- 
ference as it 
allows the gov- 
ernment to act, 
perform and 
solve as opposed 
to react, confuse 
and half solve.” 

the consequences of equit- 
able, just conclusions. It is 
time for the government to 
approach public poliries and 
issues with a “soft heart but a 
hard head". This is compas- 
sion with determination as 
much as it is a dream with 
tangible results. 

The government's purpose 
is hence defined by the ser- 
vices the people need and 
want, not by what the system 
is currently designed to deliv- 


er. It is important to define 
here the general ailing 
criteria we need to treat. 
Public service institutions 
find it difficult to innovate. In 
die absence of a profit test, as 
in the private sector, size is 
the one criteria of success for 
government and- growth in 
size becomes a goal in itself. 
This bears the almost always 
predictable outcome which is 
bureaucratic behaviour. This 
is, ironically, the very criteria 
we need to improve and 
which bears the characteris- 
tics of a “Catch 22" situation. 

It may by interesting for 
the government to recognise 
what it is doing well, what are 
the limitations to its strength 
and to judge performance 
against objectives. Among its 
most pressing needs is iden- 
tifying the various resources 
arid p ulling them together. Its 
policies need not be reactive 
measures as in many past 
governments. Appropriate 
planning can truly make a 
difference as it allows the 
government to act, perform 
and solve as opposed to 
react, confuse and half-sol ve. 

Jordan is still going 
through the process of econo- 
mic adjustment under agree- 
ments with the World Bank 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF). The country 
has every potential for suc- 
cess and growth since nations 
with more serious crisis, as in ■ 
Latin America, showed 
amazing results following 
their economic policies. But 
die task needs political com- 
mitment and sensitivity. 
Planning is considered on a 
long-and short-term basis. It 
must be understood that the 
process is slower with a 
coalition-building structure in 
a democratic Jordan as com- 
pared to a faster process and 
centralised structure in an au- 
thoritarian set-up. 


Palestinians fear Arafat 
one-man rule 


By Robert Mahoney 
Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Most Palestinians will hail 
Yasser Arafat as the leader of 
their emerging state when the 
PLO chief follows retreating 
Israeli troops into Jericho in 
January. 

But many of the two million 
Arabs of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip are already ques- 
tioning whether Mr. Arafat 
wiU try to rule as an iron-fisted 
guerrilla commander or a 
democratic statesman. 

They fear that the political 
freedoms denied by 26 years of 
Israeli military occupation trill 
remain outside their grasp. 

The debate here is no longer 
about whether Mr. Arafat 
should have concluded a peace 
deal with Israel in September. 
The opposition has already lost 
that battle. 

It is about whether Mr. Ara- 
fat, who has run the PLO as a 
one-man-show for a quarter of 
a century, will allow popular 
democracy and run govern- 
ment efficiently. 

Disclosures last week that 
leading lights within Mr. Ara- 
fat's. Fateh wing of the PLO had 
drafted a document demanding 
curbs on his power have shar- 
pened the debate. 

Optimists, such as Ibrahim 
Abu Lughod, a political scien- 
tist at Bir Zeit University in the 
West Bank, believe pluralism 
is strong enough among 
Palestinians here to prevent 
dictatorship- 

Pessimists, such as Ziad Abu 
_vinr, also of Bir Zeit, point to 
Mr. Arafat’s administration of 
Palestinians first from Beirut 
and later from Tunis as an 





Yasser Arafat 

omen of the one-man-rule to 
come. 

“We are not sure that the 
PLO leadership is capable of 
making the philosophical and 
intellectual shift from running 
a national liberation move- 
ment to running a civil socie- 
ty." Mr. A bn Amr said. 

Mr. Arafat's appointment of 
himself to run the main body 
responsible for economic and 
financial control of the territor- 
ies has added to the reformers’ 
fears. 

Opponents say Mr. .Arafat 
will control the money and the 
Palestinian police force now 
being formed to take over in- 
ternal security after Israeli sol- 
diers begin withdrawing from 
Gaza and Jericho on Dec. 13. 

They seize on remarks by 
Mr. Arafat's lieutenants in 
September that dissent to the 
peace accord would be crushed - 
as signs of future repression. 

“Arafat runs the PLO as if it 


were his own private enter- 
prise," said Ghazi Abu Jayyab, 
a leader of the Marxist Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) faction of the 
PLO in Gaza. “This leads me 
to question what democracy 
we shall have during the self- 
rule period," he told Reuters. 

His criticism is mirrored at 
the other end of the political 
spectrum by the' Islamic fun- 
damentalists who also oppose 
the deal with Israel. 

“What we will have with 
autonomy is another Arab reg- 
ime." said Adrian Salem, who 
is dose to Islamic Jihad. 

“One-man rule like in Iraq, 
or Syria or Egypt," he told 
Reuters. >( I think Arafat will 
use force to silence the opposi- 
tion." 

Critics such as Mr. Salem 
point to the assassination of 
three PLO members m Gaza 
since September in Fateh pow- 
er struggles as evidence of 
blood-letting to come. Fateh 
sources, however, think Mr. 
Arafat can contain the vio- 
lence. 

They believe that with the 
purse strings and a police force 
in his hands, not to mention an 
Israeli political and security 
establishment willing him to 
succeed. Mr. Arafat can capi- 
talise on the skills which have 
kept him at the head of one of 
the world's most fractious li- 
beration movements for a gen- 
eration. 

Mr. Abu Amr and many 
others say Palestinians fear 
that the corruption and mis- 
management that have marked 
PLO government either from 
Lebanon or Tunis could come 
to Jericho. • 

He doubts, however, that 


such fears would translate into 
a rebuff for Fateh at the polls 
for a council to run the tran- 
sitional five-year self-rule 
period. The election must be 
held by next July. 

Mr. Arafat, the symbol of 
‘ Pales tinians . nationalism, does 
not need to stand for election. 
His popularity is such that 
Fateh is expected to win hand- 
somely. 

Fateh sources expect him to 
neutralise the nonrlslamic 
opposition, which has little 
popular support, by offering 
them guaranteed seats in the 
council. 

Militants of the Hamas Isla- 
mic Movement inside the terri- 
tories have still not said 
whether they will boycott the 
poll despite such statements 
from members abroad. 
-..Some Palestinians, Mr. Abu 
1 Lughod among them, place 
great hope on the elections as a 
guarantor of political free- 
doms. 

“The actual practice of plur- 
alism is embedded in Palesti- 
nian life," he said, pointing to 
tile existence of freedom of 
expression and good relations 
between Palestinian Muslims 
and Christians. 

But for many Palestinians 
academic questions of political 
freedom are secondary. If Mr. 
-Arafat can get the Israeli army 
off their backs and put money 
in their pockets he seems fairly 
secure. 

“The broader spectrum of 
the population seems to be 
indifferent. ‘Politics is not a 
priority for them,” said Mr. 
Abu Amr. “Arafat is like the 
other Arab leaders. People will 
accept what be says. Public 
opinion is easily manipulated." 


The government needs to 
mobilise resources, develop 
systems, incorporate new 
groups and respond to de- 
mand. Effective economic 
adjustment requires a com- 
promise between state and 
market forces in which the 
former needs techno ratic and 
experienced ability to synthe- 
sise and implement policies 
of adjustment There is need 
for adequate resources with 
effective use of external 
financial assistance. Furth- 
ermore, the country’s re- 
sources need to be better 
utilised. 

It appears that Jordan's 
economic adustment process 
is moving away from mwa rd- 
oriented import substitution 
with protectionist device to 
outward export-oriented, 1 
which promises higher rates 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth, lover unem- 
ployment, and possibly more 
equitable income distribu- 
tion. Export promotion has 
potential for long-term sus- 
tained growth as import — 
substitution is faced with the 
limitations of Jordan's 
domestic market with a 
population around four mil- 
lion people. 

There appears to be 
enough support among the 
legislators for adjustment 
policies, fr may also be neces- 
sary to create a high sense of 
involvement by business, 
labour and popular organisa- 
tions, and to consult with 
them regularly. A sense of 
equity and fairness of policy 
must be portrayed by the 
government. The people, 
through their representative 
legislators, need to be con- 
stantly reminded of the gov- 
ernment intentions to main- 
tain the adjustment efforts. It 
■ is high time the government 
consulted with industrialists 
to help them with their prob- 


lems and encourage them to 
export. It can even set up a 
fund to award successful ex- 
porters, os Taiwan does suc- 
cessfully. It is equally impor- 
tant to arrange meetings of 
donor agencies with indus- 
trialists and possibly agricuK 
turalists in order to familial’ 
rise the donors with local 

conditions. 

The government needs to 
stress and further convince 
donors that Jordan is a key 
element in the stability of the 
Middle East through its 
democratic process. This 
would enhance aid as the 
superpowers and rich donor 
countries understand and 
value states that promote , 
democracy because they are 1 
thus promoting stability and 
reason. As a general rule, 
democracies tend not to fight 
with each other: If democra- 
tic Jordan should appear 
threatened by external or in- 
ternal destabilisation forces 
sbustantial inflows of done 
funds can be almost guaran- 
teed. 

Striking the balance be- 
tween economically viable 
and politically feasible poli- 
cies is key to government 
success. It needs to measure ' 
winners and losers. It must ! 
evaluate successful manage- 
ment of its new policies. 
There are various forces , 
affecting government policies | 
of adjustment. Which include 1 
meeting donor's require- 
ment, population demands to 
recover its levels of living, 
and pressures from the mint- ; 
ary, business, organised 
labour and pressure groups, 
On the other hand, the j 
elected legislators most force j 
change towards improving 
the functioning of govern-' 
meat and strengthening the st 
ate. Many promises were 
pledged during campaigning 
prior to elections. But it us 
humanly impossible to imple- 
ment every thing pledged 
U.S. Governor Mario 
Cuomo once said: "You cam- 
paign in poetry and yon have 
to govern in prose." Every 
legislator must remember 
why he was elected. 

The new prime minister 
appears to have no . other 
option but to innovative in 
government as it is time to 
incorporate some measure of 
"total quality management'* 
in the public system, modi as 
is done in private sector in- 
dustries. People need to be 
trained and well prepared. 
They need to have the pro- 
ductive capacity and be able 
to work together. The biggest 
task for the new government 
represented by the character 
and determination of its 
prime minister, may be 
breaking up old and con- 
structing new traditions. The 
new cabinet needs to be one 
for the experts, the experi- 
enced and the technoracts 
and not for old-fashioned 
politicians and obsolete 
buraucrats. 


LETTERS 


Arduous road ahead 

To the Editor: 

For Jordanian women, the election of Tuian Faisal to 
Pariiainent was our day in the light. We finally made it in the 
pohtical process through our own efforts and depending solely 
on our own conviction that progress, if it is to be reached, has 
to 011 toe equal participation of both sexes. 

Although our expectations of Ms. Faisal are high and 
correctly placed, we are not oblivious to the great task ahead 
of us as supporters of female presence in Parliament. For we 
0ur actions and views in 

Parliament will be put under close scrutiny. Despite the fact 
that our woman MP shares this fate with hermSe counter- 

her wiU TOt be judged merely as her 
own personal competence. Ms. Faisal’s ability, unlike that of 
counterparts, will be taken as the index by which to 

““““I® competence/incompetence of all Jordanian 
women and their supporters. 

th '1. “Phoria for her success, we all realise 
easv In f °L the e ! ected woman « not going to be 
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and Professional 

^ service of our candidate to make Her 
C success wili be the only guarantee 

society's and for a gradual change in 

society's attitudes towards women in politics. 

Abto Araawi, 

P O. Box 830413, 
Amman . 
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Dead Sea scrolls, other artifacts 
enter Arab-Israeli dispute 


By Arteh O’Snffivan 

The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — When the 
Israeli army captured Beth- 
lehem in 1967, an officer went 
straight to a well-known Arab 
antiquities dealer. He found a 
2,100-year-old manuscript hid- 
den under the floorboards and 
took it. 

The manuscript, which de- 
scribed a Jewish temple, was 
part of the fabled Dead Sea 
scrolls and is one of many 
artifacts Israel has removed 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. The Palesti- 
nians want them back. 

Custody of archaeological 
finds is legal quicksand inter- 
nationally since most of those in 
most museums are from other 
countries, and many were 
plundered. 

Israel signed a U.N. conven- 
tion in 1954 that forbids ex- 
cavation and removal of 
“cultural assets” by occupiers. 
But the capture of the West 
Bank in the 1967 Middle East 
war provided access to the 
heart of the Jews* ancient king- 
doms, and the Israelis have 
conducted “rescue excava- 
tions.” 

Amir Drori, head of the 
Antiquities Authority, said 


Judea and Samaria, the Biblic- 
al names for the West Bank, 
represent “our cultural cradle 
as a Jewish nation.” 

He is cautious about the 
future, however, and said 
plans for dealing with anti- 
quities in the occupied territor- 
ies include turning over some 
sites to the Palestinians, shar- 
ing some and continued Israeli 
control over others. He would 
not name sites. 

Israel Radio said the Anti- 
quities Authority on Sunday 
launc hed a massive search for 
artifacts in the West Bank's 
Judean Desert and Jordan Val- 
ley. Nineteen teams of 
archaeologists were to be dis- 
patched, including some* 
trained to climb down ropes* 
dangling from helicopters to 
reach desert caves. 

Archaeology and other 
cultural issues are expected to 
come up for negotiation after 
more immediate concerns, 
such as security. The Palesti- 
nians are to start managing 
their own affairs, including 
tourism, by next spring. 

“The talks have aot de- 
veloped far enough yet to dis- 
cuss details like archaeology,” 
said Hassan Abu Ubda, who 
heads the teams organising 
Palestinian position papers on 


autonomy. “There are more 
vital issues at the moment.” 
Israel uses archaeology to 
reinforce the rights of Jews to 
the land. Palestinians say they 
are the indigenous people and 
should own the artifacts. 

“We consider even die Jew- 
ish past in this country as an 
absolute and obvious part of 
our history,” said Nazmi 
Joubi, a Palestinian 
archaeologist and adviser to 
the peace negotiators. ‘The 
Palestinian culture is a mixture 
of teres of cultures that have 
occupied or invaded this land 
throughout history.” 

The Palestinians want the 
sarcophagi stolen by the late 
Gen. Moshe Dayan from Gaza 
Strip digs, mosaics taken from 
the floors of synagogues, the 
statues, coins, everything — 
including what many call the 
most important archaeological 
find of the century. 

“Oh yes, we want the Dead 
Sea scrolls as well,” Mr. Joubi 
said. 

Those scrolls were found in 
caves near the Dead Sea be- 
tween 1947 and 1956. Israel 
became their keeper in 1967. 

Contained in them is the 
earliest known version of the 
Old Testament. The most im- 
portant are in a special exhibit 


at the National Israel Museum 
in Jerusalem, and others are 
stored in a vault at a Rockefel- 
. ler Museum across town. 

“They won’t touch them m 
their dreams,” Yaakov 
Meshorer, curator of the 
archaeology collection at Israel 
Museum, said of the Palesti- 
nians. “This isn’t a matter of 
blood,” he said, “but of cul- 
ture.” 

About 30 per cent of the 
museum’s artifacts are from 
the occupied territories. 

Israelis feel the seven major 
scrolls are incontestably theirs 
because they were purchased 
between 1947 and 1954. But 
ownership of the temple scroD 
obtained in Bethlehem is less 
clear. 

That scroll, the longest of all, 
provides an interpretation of 
die laws pf Moses that differs 
from mainstream Judaism. It 
includes a description of how 
the temple should be built and 
of different Jewish festivals. 

Israel - eventually paid the 
Bethlehem antiquities dealer, KhalO 
Iskander Shahid, who died this year, 
(105,000 for the scroll. It 
now is in the shrine of the book 
in Jerusalem. 

Magen Broshi, curator of 
the scrolls, said Palestinians 
had demonstrated little affinity 


for items from the Jewish 
period. 

“Show me just one who can 
read the Dead Sea scrolls,” he 
said. “It’s been 45 years since 
their discovery, and there 
hasn’t emerged one Arab or. 
Palestinian scholar in the hun- 
dreds and perhaps thousands 
from around the world who 
can read them.” 

Israeli archaeologists believe 
a compromise would include 
the return of some artifacts, 
provided they are protected 
and all scholars have access to 
them. The Palestinians say 
they would not refuse such 
cooperation, but want com- 
plete authority. 

Israel finished its withdrawal 
from Sinai in April 1982 and 
returned some artifacts exca- 
vated there to Egypt in De- 
cember 1982. The rest of those 
artifacts are scheduled to be 
returned to Cairo by 1994. 

Mr. Drori said the situation 
with the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip is different, since the 
occupied lands are not 
sovereign. 

Israeli archaeologists fear 
that, once Palestinians assume 
control, archaeological sites 
will be bulldozed over for 
building or that plundering for 
profit mil increase. 


Amnesty says serious human rights violations in Iran 


SERIOUS human rights viola- 
tions persist in Iran, and there 
is mounting concern about the 
sharp increase in the number 
of Iranian opposition figures 
killed outside the country. 
Amnesty International said 
Wednesday. 

In a new report, the orga- 
nisation highlights the cases of 
victims of long-term imprison- 
ment, unfair trial, torture and— 
execution, many of them mem- 
bers of religious and ethnic 
minorities. 

Amnesty International said: 
“Political prisoners have spent 
years in prison after unfair 
trials, and more are being con- 
demned to join them every 
year. Real or imagined politic- 
al opponents are targeted, 
along with the religious minor- 
ities- such as Baha’is and 
Christian converts, and mem- 
bers of ethnic minorities like 
Kurds, Baluchis and Arabs. 
Women have been flogged for 


violating Islamic dress codes, 
prisoners have been tortured 
and political dissidents have 
been executed.” 

And the violations continue: 
as recently as last month a 
cartoonist, Manouchehr 
Karimzadeh, was given a ten- 
year prison sentence because 
of a cartoon he produced for 
Farad magazine in 1992, after a 
court overturned his previous 
sentence of one year imprison- 
ment. He joins the ranks of 
other prisoners of conscience 
in Iran — Amnesty Interna- 
tional is calling for all of them 
to be freed. 

The new report also cites 
several cases of opposition 
activists from different political 
apposition groups, killed out- 
side Iran in the last 18 months: 
Sadegh Sharafkandi, the 
secretary general of the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party of 
•Iran (KDPI), and three others 


were guimed down by masked 
gunmen in Berlin in May 1992. 
Prosecutors in Germany have 
charged that the ringleader of 
the attack was an agent of the 
Iranian secret service who re- 
ceived orders to carry out the 
killings from bis superiors in 
Tehran. 

In a similar case, A1 Akbar 
Ghorbani of the Mujahedeen- 
e-Khalq organisation of Iran, 
another opposition group, was 
abducted in Istanbul in June 
1992. His mutilated corpse was. 
discovered eight months later. 
The Turkish interior minister 
accused an “Islamic fun- 
damentalist group with Iranian 
links” of killing him and two 
Turkish writers. 

Killings such as these have' 
continued this year — recent 
victims include two m^hbers 
of the Baluchi Naroui tribe 
shot dead outside their home 
in Karachi in March 1993; the 
Rome representative of the 


opposition National Council of 
Resistance Movement of Iran, 
who was murdered die same 
month; and two others, 
Mohammad Ghaderi and 
Bahrain Azadifar, both associ- 
ated wife the KDPI, who were 
killed in separate incidents in 
Turkey in August. 

According to Amnesty In- 
ternational, tiie pattern of 
attacks on opposition activists 
strongly suggests that at least 
some may have been victims of 
extrajudicial executions by Ira- 
nian government agents. 

“The government’s routine 
denials ring hollow,” said the 
organisation. “We know of no 
steps taken by the government 
to thoroughly investigate the 
alleged involvement of its offi- 
cials in these killings. 

“Many Iranians in exile live 
in constant fear of extra- 
judicial execution, a threat ex- 
tended to non-Iranians too — 
such as the British writer, Sal- 


man Rushdie, and individuals 
involved in publishing or trans- 
lating his work. The Satanic 
Verses, which provoked a fat- 
wa calling for his killing in 
February 1989. 

“The government must take 
urgent action to improve its 
human rights record,” Amnes- 
try International said. “The 
cyde of violations has to be 
brought to an end if there is to 
be any hope for human rights 
in Iran.” 

Amnesty International’s 
new report endorses recom- 
mendations to the Iranian gov- 
ernment made by the Human 
■Rights Committee — a body of 
international legal experts, 
which monitors states parties 
implementation of the Interna- 
tional Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights — in July 1993, 
aimed at bringing Iran's human 
rights law and practice into line 
with international standards — 
Amnesty International. 


Experts say maintaining stable, 
secure Mideast is possible 


WASHINGTON — Two Mid- 
dle East experts agree that 
while establishing security and 
stability among Israelis and. 
Palestinians will not be easy, it' 
is certainly possible. 

The two experts — Major 
General (Ret.) Shlomo Gazit, 
senior research associate at Tel 
Aviv University's Jaffee Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies, and 
Ahmad S. Khalidi, editor-in- 
chief of the Journal for Pales- 
tine Studies and research fel- 
low at Britain’s Royal Institute 
for International Affairs — dis- 
cussed Middle East peace con- 
cerns at a seminar sponsored 
by The Brookings Institution 
here Nov. 10. 


“There will be no 
going back on what 
has been 
achieved ... (The 
accord ) symbolises 
a very f u n- 
damentai , psycho- 
logical , ideological 
turning point. .for 
both parties." 


Gen. Gazit said the signing 
of the Israeli-Palestinian Sept. 
13 was historic because “it has 
brought to an end 100 years of 
conflict, of hostility,... of grie- 
vances and misunderstandings 
between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians.” 

“There will be no going back 
on what has been achieved on 
that day,” Gen. Gazit said, 
because the accord “symbol- 
ises a very fundamental, 
psychological, ideological turn- 
ing point... for both parties.” 

He said he was “astounded” 
that the two peoples reached 
an agreement on mutual recog- 
nition, especially since “Israel,, 
without saying it, does under- 
stand that the next phase will 
be an independent,- sovereign 
Palestinian state.” 

In turn, Gen. Gazit said, 
Israel “has received, for the 
first time from the Palestinians 
and the Arabs, recognition 
that Israel has the right to exist 
in the Middle East as a diffe- 
rent... separate... entity,” 
which differs ethnically, re- 
ligiously and culturally. 


By M.C. J aspersed 

While such an ‘Incredible 
achievement must not be mini- 
mised,” Gen. Gazit said, it 
presents the “monumental task 
of bringing both Palestinians 
and Israelis to realise that as 
they attempt to make peace.” 
certain animosities will remain. 

“Violence is still a factor, 
and it will be far, far more 
difficult to reeducate, and to 
change attitudes and values. I 
am not happy about it, but we 
have to live with the facts,” 
said Gen. Gazit, who served as 
director of military intelligence 
for the Israeli army in the 
mid-1970s. 

Both sides will have to be 
aware of exactly what they 
want to achieve and what res- 
traints must be observed in 
their dealings with each other. 
Above all, he said, each side 
must approach the other with a 
great deal of understanding, 
each side must realise that to 
reach peace, compromise and 
flexibility will be essential and 
that the process will take time. 

Another point that all who 
seek peace must understand, 
Gen. Gazit said, is that every 
single issue concerning the en- 
tire region will have to be dealt 
with poim-by-point, and that 
“all through the process, some- 
thing may go wrong." 

For example, he said, if 
there is no Israeli peace with 
Syria, “Syria is capable of 
sabotaging the whole process. 
The Syrian-Israeli conflict has 
to be part of the deal.” 
Another problem, the resettle- 
ment of refugees, “will take 
decades" to implement once a 
solution has been worked out, 
he pointed out. 

In the final analysis, Gen. 
Gazit said, all must realise that 
the Middle East is characte- 
rised by an “instability that is 
going to remain with us for 
quite a long time.” 

No one, Gen. Gazit said, 
can foretell what countries will 
‘rise to threaten other coun- 
tries, nor what changes will 
take place within any given 
country. To illustrate, Gen. 
Gazit said that “a change of 
the present Israeli govern- 
ment, going back to a right- 
wing' government, will be de- 
trimental for the (peace) pro- 
cess." 

Mr. Khalidi, an adviser to 
the Palestinian delegation to 


the Washington peace talks 
and a delegate to the multi- 
lateral talks on arms control 
and regional security, agreed 
with Gen, Gazit on many 
points. 

He added that while the 
Palestinians feel nothing less 
than a Palestinian homeland in 
the end will secure their future, 
“this does not mean... that we 
will be in a position of symmet- 
ry with Israel." Since Israel’s 
power — economic strength, 
military might, and interna- 
tional links with other coun- 
tries — would be “hard to 
match," the parity sought by 
Palestinians would make them 
“moral equals, if not material 
equals” of Israelis. 


“Violence is still a 
factor, and it will be 
far, far more diffi- 
cult to reeducate 
and to change atti- 
tudes and values. I 
am not happy about 
it, but we have to 
live with the facts. ” 


The Palestinians intend to 
wait to attempt to negotiate 
statehood until the peace pro- 
cess is well advanced, Mr. 
Khalidi said. For the process to 
work, both Israelis and Palesti- 
nians will have to govern them- 
selves “with no intervention 
from one side into the affairs of 
the other." 

At the same time, Mr. Kha- 
lidi stud, Israelis and Palesti- 
nians will have to coordinate 
the management of their secur- 
ity affairs. 

He said he feared Israel may 
“want to see evidence — daily 
— of a very firm control of the 
Palestinians by the Palesti- 
nians.” That could harm the 
process, because “we cannot 
demand that there be a stable 
regime, and at the same time 
say that the only way to deal 
with this is through brute 
force,” Mr. Khalidi said. 

“For the emergence of a 
stable regime, we need time’’ 
to phase in economic and so- 
cial structures along with a 
police force, Mr. Khalidi 
added — United States In- 
formation Agency. 


Despite oilman’s release, no change in stance — U.S. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States indicated 
Monday it would maintain its 
hardline against Iraq despite 
Baghdad's release of a U.S. oil 
worker who had been sent- 
enced to eight years in prison. 

"There has been nothing to 
indicate a change of attitude by 
Iraq." said white House 
spokeswoman Dee Dee Myers. 

She reiterated White House 
calls for Iraq to abide by all 
U.N. resolutions stemming 
from the Gulf war ceasefire. 

Oil worker Kenneth Beaty 
was released Monday follow- 
ing six months in prison after 
the personal intervention of 
Democratic U.S. Senator 
David Boren. 

Mr. Beaty, 46, was sent- 
enced to eight years in jail in 
May for illegally entering Iraq 
from Kuwait. He arrived in 
Jordan later Monday and flew 
home to the United States. 

Mr. Beaty left for Washing-* 
ton aboard an executive jet in 
time to celebrate his 47th birth- 
day with his wife and two 
daughters in Mustang, Oklaho- 


ma, on Thursday. 

Sen. Boren accompanied 
Mr. Beaty to the Jordanian 
capital. 

King Hussein met Mr. 
Boren before their departure, 
officials said. 

Mr. Beaty, who suffers from 
heart problems, was sentenced 
to eight years in jail for illegal- 
ly entering Iraq from Kuwait. 

“It feels great to be here,” 
Mr. Beaty told reporters in 
Amman. “There are so many 
people for me to thank. I do 
not know where to start.” 

The Oklahoma oilman 
appeared fit and in good spirits 
after travelling with Mr. Boren 
to Amman from the Iraqi bor- 
der aboard a Jordanian army 
helicopter. 

An Iraqi statement said 
President Saddam Hussein had 
ordered Mr. Beaty’s release in 
response to a request from Mr. 
Boren and other leading 
Americans. 

Mr, Beaty was head of ex- 
ploration for California-based 
Santa Fe Oil Co. His release 
had been sought on humanita- 


richo area big hurdle in talks 

:<H>t!MKd from p*ge 1) “■ He “ imned ” 

rters that the PLO was 


very organised’ ' and that 
^-Israel negotiations might 
« complete by the Dec. 13 
line. 

»espite the difficulties, we 
reach agreement, maybe 
Oec. 13, but by the end of 
ember, said Ramon, 
og that it would be “im- 
ibfe" to start withdrawal 
il agreement on im- 
tenting the self-rule accord 
reached. , . 

r, Rabin was quoted in 
eli media Tuesday as 
ig he would “not fall off 
chair” if talks extended 
ind the Dec. 13 deadline, 
ant Shoaibi, a PLOpffiriw 
feed in the peace talks with 
A, predicted the two sides 
[d not meet the Dec. 13 
®ne for signing a detailed 
to- implement self-rule, 
transfer of authority is to 
xnapiete by April 13. 

. do not think the parties 
manage signing the agrec- 
its on time," said Mr. 
aib* of Yasser Abd Rab- 
faction tjf the PLO- ■ 
!r. Shoaibi criticised PLO 
tt Yasser Arafat for slow- 
down the process of 
sfoo-making by travelling 
much. 

»e cannot have meetings 


without him. He is impeding 
decision-making,” be said. 

Some Palestinians viewed 
the prospect of delay with 
alarm. 

“We must meet the deadline 
if we want to sustain the agree- 
ment," said Saed Erekat, a 
member of the Palestinian 
team to the now suspended 
talks in Washington. 

Polls in Israeli newspapers 
last week suggested there was a 
significant erosion of public 
support for the PLO- Israel 
accord. 

A telephone survey of 500 
Israelis published by the daily 
Maariv newspaper found that 
45 per cent said they would not 
support the agreement if a 
referendum was held now 
while 39 per cent said they 
would give their backing. Six- 
teen per cent were undecided. 

Mr. Ramon contended that 
the 55 to 60 per cent level for 
the.PLO-Israel accord — little 
changed from the time of the 
signing Sept. 13. 

But an official who deman- 
ded anonymity conceded the 
government was worried about 
dwindling public support and 
blamed Mr. Arafet for not 
taking a firmer hand to curb 
violence by Palestinian mili- 
tants who have killed eight 
Israelis since September. 


rian grounds on account of 
heart problems. 

After the release Iraqi radio 
read off letters from prominent 
•U.S. figures including former 
President Jimmy Carter, for- 
mer Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark and numerous con- 


gressmen. 

Mr. Beaty’s 


release was 


widely seen as a goodwill ges- 
ture by President Saddam, who 
is striving to lift the crippling 
U.N. sanctions and be allowed 
to start exporting oil again. 

The United Nations Security 
Council was expected to re- 
view the sanctions next week. 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz was scheduled to 


open talks with U.N. officials 
in New York on Nov. 22. 

Mr. Boren told reporteis in 
Amman that he appealed Mr. 
Beaty’s release during a meet- 
ing with Mr. Aziz on Sunday. 
But he stressed that his misson 
was “purely personal huma- 
nitarian in nature” and bad no 
bearing on U.S. policy towards 
Iraq. 

“So that there will be no 
misunderstanding of the nature 
of my mission, let me... stress 
that I carried no messages from 
my government to the govern- 
ment of Iraq. I received no 
messages to be delivered back 
and I undertook no negotiation 
of other matters...,” he said. 


JOB VACANCY 

AL- Nisr Al- Arabi Insurance Company 
seeks the employment of a Highly qualified 
ambitious male person with the the following 
qualification requirements : 

■ BBA degree from an American 
University in USA 

■ Exccllant command of speaking and 
writing English language 

■ Any extra skills will be considered as an 
asset 

■ Experience is not required 

Succcsscful candidate will be awarded 
a generous package consisting of ; 

1) Monthly salary based on 14 months a year 

2) A managerial post title 

3) Free medical coverage for him self and his 
family members 

4) Free life insurance policy 

To those whom find them selves qualified , 
may send their C V along with a recent pass- 
port size photograph to 

AL-NISR AL-ARABI INSURANCE COMPANY 
LIFE DEPARTMENT M*K 
P.O.BOX 9194 
AMMAN - JORDAN yr* 

AH applications wilt be dealt with top secrecy 
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CBJ governor details Jordan’s expected monetary role in the occupied territories 

Amman seeks better terms for reopening branches of banks 


banks and financial institu- 
tions as well as moneychang- 
ing companies, assess credit 
volume and supervise the 
supply and other money- 
related operations in the land 
that will be under the self- 
rule authority. 

5) The committee will study 
the alternative to establish a 
central Palestinian monetary 
institution to assume respon- 
sibility at an adequate time. 

C) Authorising the CBJ to 
organise the reopening of 
branches (of Jordanian 
banks) closed in 1967 as well 
as moneychangers ' and other 
financial institutions during 
the interim period. The CBJ 
will supervise the operations 
of the branches in accordance 
with Jordanian legislations 
currently in force. 

D) The joint committee will 
lay down the arrangements to 
license branches for new 


shares on the Amman Finan- 
cial Market and to cooperate 
in setting up a Palestinian 
stock exchange. 

I) To cooperate and partici- 
pate in setting up specialised 
development banks in the 
areas of housing, industry 
and agriculture and to speed 
up the establishment of a 
Palestinian Development 
Bank. 

Dr. Nabulsi said the CBJ 
had rejected a request by a 
Jordanian bank to reopen its 
branches in the occupied ter- 
ritories despite the approval 
by the Israeli authorities be- 
cause the CBJ wanted to 
organise the entire procedure 
whereby all Jordanian banks 
which dosed in 1967 could 
reopen their branches “under 
the framework of a single 
comprehensive umbrella." 

He said Cairo-Amman 
Bank, which reopened in the 
West Bank in 1987, was func- 
tioning under very strict and 


before submitting an applica- 
tion to the Israeli authority, 
which undertakes not to 
license any bank the CBJ 
disapproves of. 

2) Israel will adopt the 
Basle Committee accord 
known as the Concordat as 
the frame-work to organise 
and supervise the branches 
while the CBJ will carry the 
responsibilities of ensuring 
the financial sufficiency and 
liquidity of the banks at 
home. 

3) The CBJ will bear the 
responsibility of supervising 
the branches and conducting 
inspection on them. 

4) This understanding 
ceases upon handing over the 
banking responsibilities in 
die occupied territories to the 
Palestinian authority. 

Dr. Nabulsi said that, 
based on the Israeli- 
Palestinian declaration of 
prindples, Israel was seeking 
to consolidate the economic 


that could have damaged the 
interests of the Jordanians 
and Palestinians by allowing 
the Israelis five more years to 
tighten the ties between the 
Israeli economy and the 
Palestinian economy,” Dr. 
Nabulsi explained. 

The second choice, he 
pointed out, was to embark 
on building a solid economic 
base with the occupied terri- 
tories in the interim period so 
as to develop strong long- 
term ties. 

“The challenge in the 
second alternative is the 
tightrope approach which 
should be adopted to avoid 
dealing with the Israeli eco- 
nomy before conducting a 
peace accord," the governor 
said. 

Since Jordan chose to 
adopt the second alternative 
and started to implement its 
objective. Dr. Nabulsi speci- 
fied the following three 
dimensions which are seen as 


tremeiy disastrous were not 
correct in their views. 

He stressed that Jordan’s 
role aims primarily at con- 
fronting the Israeli attempt to 
intensify its domination of 
the economy of the occupied 
territories and to use it as a 
way to penetrate the region. 

Jordan also wants to help 
the Palestinians resist Israeli 
pressure for economic gains 
in exchange for what it sees 
as political concessions. 

According to Dr. Nabulsi, 
Jordan is also trying to avoid 
having its role marginalised 
both in the economic 
arrangements for the occu- 
pied territories or in the re- 
gional arrangements being 
formulated within the 
framework of the peace pro- 
cess. 

The governor sought to 
allay fears about the possibil- 
ity of a large reduction in 
foreign currency reserves that 
may trigger dangerous press- 


necessary. is an organised 
withdrawal that would pro- 
tect the interests of both 
sides. 

“In fact, we are now coor- 
dinating with the Palestinian 
side to put in place an accept- 
able mechanism to be used 
when necessary for this pur- 
pose,” he said. 

The possibility of high in- 
flation crossing from the 
occupied territories to Jordan 
is likely but, according to Dr. 
Nabulsi, its impact would 
most probably be limited. 

He explained that aid ear- 
marked for the occupied ter- 
ritories would largely be in 
kind and only a portion of 
cash aid would be changed 
for dinars. Moreover, he 
said, possible “imported in- 
flation” would depend on the 
products and the volume of 
trade between Jordan and the 
occupied territories. 

“Inflation depends pri- 
marily on monetary expan- 



BeslEKSSSKr. listen to Central Bank of Jordan Governor Mohammad Saeed Nabulsi speak about ’“The Monetary and Banking Aspects of the Peace Talks.” 


Jordanian banks as well as 
licensing national Arab and 
foreign "banks. These bran- 
ches will also be under the 
CBJ supervision, 
t.) The "two sides will arrange 
an appendix protocol regard- 
ing the foreign currency de- 
posits of the Palestinian au- 
thority and the means to util- 
ise it for import and external 
payments. Also, the Palesti- 
nian authority will have the 
right to issue internal deben- 
tures. 

F) Tne Jordanian dinar will 
continue to be used and 
circulated in Palestine 
throughout the interim 
period. 

G) The two sides are to 
cooperate to safeguard the 
exchange rate stability of the 
Jordanian dinar. 

H) Prepare studies and 
arrangements to enable the 
Palestinian public sharehold- 
ing companies and joint 
establishments trade their 


rigid Israeli terms and the 
CBJ was seeking fairer and 
easier conditions whereby 
Jordanian banks can function 
more freely in accordance 
with Jordanian supervision 
regulations. 

To achieve this end. Dr. 
Nabulsi said, negotiations 
started late last year but, 
despite the progress 
achieved, there has not been 
a final agreement yet. 

He pointed out that the 
negotiations to reopen the 
branches of Jordanian banks 
sought two documents: One 
on reopening and sustaining 
the operations of the bran- 
dies and the other on the 
licensing of banks wanting to 
open branches. 

According to the CBJ 
chief, following are the main 
points agreed upon with the 
Israeli side: 

1) A Jordanian bank 
wishing to open a branch 
must have a CBJ approval 


ties with the Palestinian eco- 
nomy during the interim 
period. 

The articles and appen- 
dices of the agreement have 
put considerable obstacles 
that left the Palestinians little 
room to freely manage their 
economic affairs. Dr. Nabulsi 
said. 

As such, he added, Jordan 
was faced with two choices in 
the area of organising its eco- 
nomic ties with the occupied 
territories during the interim 
period. 

The first choice was for 
Jordan to remain indifferent 
for five years without estab- 
lishing any economic ties with 
the occupied territories be- 
cause of the absence of an 
independent Palestinian deci- 
sion and the difficulty in dif- 
ferentiating between dealings 
with the occupied territories 
and Israel. 

"Clearly, this choice would 
have consolidated a situation 


■ most essential by the Jorda- 
nians and the Palestinians: 

A) Movement of goods and 
services i e. trade 

B) Movement of people 

C) Transfer £»f funds. 
According to the governor, 

the most touchy item is that 
of the transfer of funds be- 
cause it is possible to identify 
the goods and the people and 
organise their movement in 
suitable and agreeable forms. 

The transfer of funds carry 
the risk of an inflow or out- 
.ow of money intended for 
political or strategic pur- 
poses, the governor said not- 
ing that such possibilities ne- 
cessitate looking for alterna- 
tives to restrict uncontrolled 
movement of funds, 


Dr. Nabulsi examined the 
advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the Jordanian monet- 
ary and banking role in the 
occupied territories, noting 
that those who see it ex- 
tremely rewarding or ex- 


ures on the dinar saying: 
“The possible risk of hav- 
ing large sums of Jordanian 
money supply in the occupied 
territories outside CBJ con- 
trol is no cause for major 
concern as the CBJ will be 
authorised to implement its 
monetary and banking con- 
trol in the occupied territor- 
ies. Also, there will be a 
supply of foreign currency 
that will be added to the 
reserves against the possible 
currency expansion in the 
occupied territories.” 

He dismissed concerns 
over the possibility that the 
Jordanian dinar could be re- 
placed in a one big dump for 
political reasons will cause a 
currency and banking col- 
lapse in Jordan. 

“Such a possibility is very 
limited because its consequ- 
ences will not affect Jordan 
alone," he said, adding that 
what is more probable, 
should a replacement become 


sion and that is largely under 
the control of the CBJ within 
the structural adjustment 
programme being im- 
plemented,” the governor 
stressed. 

The difference in the eco- 
nomic requirements for the 
occupied territories were not 
seen as a cause of concern by 
the CBJ chief since “prudent 
monetary policy should first 
and foremost in all cases 
achieve currency stability." 

“As such, the considera- 
tions for the drawing of and 
implementing the monetary 
policy are to a great extent 
similar to both Jordanian and 
Palestinian economists." Dr. 
Nabulsi said. However, he 
assured his audience that Jor- 
dan would continue to imple- 
ment the structural adjust- 
ment programme and would 
consult with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on the 
monetary and banking role in 
the occupied territories. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I don’t like to laugh at movies. It 
interferes with my chewing.” 


| IF EVERYONE LISTENED 
TO ME. THIS WOULD BE 
A PERFECT WORLD! 


IT 


JU5T THINK. ABOUT 
IT.. WOULDN'T YOU 
LOVE TO LIVE IN A 
PERFECT WORLD? 
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WELL, WHY 1 NOT?/ 
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Andy Capp 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|« by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter tc each square, to form 
feur otd'njry words. 


LUTIG 
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□ 
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i GOSGY 


j 

H 

□ 

r > 


! elttoe 


dT 

C 


! SiBOPH 


\.n u 


□ 



WK4T HIS WEI6HT 
SAIN CAUSED. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: ( J J j “ LI III 






(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles. lUGIO WEIGH ERMINE GIBLJET 

Answer •/.■hiit uie cops did with ihe barbecue fhiel — 
GRILLED HIM 



HOWS THE 
D*ET< 50 ihK 5 
WITMVOU 
AND TED?, 



TALK ABCXJTOBSnrsWTE, 
FLO, I CCXJLDWT EVEN GET 
HWVR? START ON IT. , 
JUST LOOK JVf MIA1 — 



HE REFUSES TO 
THINKOFITAS 
FAT— HE 
INSISTS ON 
l THINKING OF 
IT AS PADDING , 


f HE*SGOT 
AROINT 


5 












Mutt'n’Jeff 


The governor also men- 
tioned the difficulty in moni- 
toring the transfer of funds 
and emphasised the need “to 
formulate policies and leg- 
islations that would organise 
the usage of these funds and 
ways to identify their source 
and the reasons behind the 
transfers." 

Dr. Nabulsi envisaged the 
following advantages: 

1) Large inflow of foreign 
currency to Jordan as a result 
of high demand for the Jorda- 
nian dinar in the occupied 
territories. 

2) High banking activity in 
facilitating trade transactions 
between the two sides and in 
various types of investments 
and joint ventures. 

3) Increased banking pro- 


fits as banks utilise their high 
liquidity in rebuilding the ter- 
ritories' thereby relieving the 
CBJ from the burden of 
absorbing the excess ca sh. 

4) Expanding the money 
market as Jordanian .bomb, 
certificates of deposits and 
treasury bills would be avail- 
able in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

5) Increased activity at the 
Amman Financial Market as 
a result of the addition of 
shares of Palestinian com- 
panies. 

About 500 prominent 
businessmen attended the 
economic gathering which 
was the eleventh organised 
by the Jordanian Business- 
men Association. 



Russia tightens credit rules 

■ • A separate resolution said 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia has 
issued resolutions tightening 
the rules on awarding state 
credits and allocating export 

f uotas to companies, HAR- 
ASS news agency has said. 
All decisions bn issuing 
federal credits would be taken 
by an “authorised state body” 
and require the approval of 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. 

Requests for such credits 
would have to be submitted to 
the government via its commis- 
sion for credit policy, one of 
the resolutions said. 


that decisions on export quotas 
would be adopted bv 


. iy another 
government commission and 
requests for such quotas would 
be submitted through the eco- 
nomics ministry, headed by 
leading reformer YegoT 
Gaidar. 

Until now, policy on export 
quotas has been the domain of 
tne foreign trade ministry, 
which has seen its role cut back 
in recent months following cri- 

' “s per* 

of o 

cion. 
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ticisra of its performance and 
allegations of official 


corrup- 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 17, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: are clear in your mind and await 


'The Sun conjuncts Pluto as the 
Moon conjuncts Neptune and 
Uranus bringing new informa- 
tion into the open about singer- 
dancer Michael Jackson. See that 
accumulated work gets com- 
pleted timely. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You find that matters beneath 
your own roof require more than 
usual attention during the day- 
time but the evening is fine for 


until tonight before attempting 
to make them a part of your life. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You may have to handle 
an important family matter be- 
fore you get into outside obliga- 
tions but make sure that you do 
later concentrate upon public 
activities. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Consider what 
new outlets can aid your progress 


entertaining at home . _and study them dosely but do 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Whatever . vhu hive in -i. -ifowght when, oondiuons -break 

for you. 1 


Whatever you have in tmmHn 
communications with others re- 
quires you' approach from an 
awareness of other persons de- 
sires tonight make visits to see 
pals. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be sure you are correct before 
you make any complaint about 
some account but later you know 
how to act with business persons 
so good relationships follow. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can have wrong 
ideas early about how to get your 
own personal longings but later 
conditions break and happiness 
becomes yours. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
don't see how to get out from 
under a perplexing anxiety but 
the doud soon lifts and you are 
able to handle it in a very under- 
standing manner. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Think over the various 
wisbes^rou have gnd be sure they 


SAGITTARIUS: (November - 22 
to December 21) Whatever you 
have in mind where your mate is 
concerned can have aspects you 
do not understand without, care- 
ful analysis, then tonight ro- 
mance is great. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Conditions come to 
light about an associate that are 
upsetting but can be ironed out 
so that in the evening a new 
accord can then exist. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You want to fly off 
and leave some duties unfinished 
but it could have adverse effect 
and by being steadfast you get, 
big benefits your way. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) It will not be until everting 
that you are able to enjoy your- 
self as you wish so make a point 
to get into cleaning up wnat is 
confuting at first. 
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THE Daily Crossword * 


Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Musical sign 
5 Evil one 
10 Abhor 
14 Toward the 
center 
ISPuMc 
storehouse 
18 NC college 
17 Stg-ttma muse 
maker 

20 Proprietor 

21 Sorrow 

22 Advance 
upward 

25 Stop's rope 

26 Bee. measure 
29 Pedestal 

31 Recedes 
35 Gomomme. eo, 

37 Bfldnl section 

38 Spring bloomer 
40 Gershwin 

production 

43 Vacfflate 

44 Before 

45 Moffo or opera 

46 we forget" 

47 Implore 

49 Water barrier 

50 Numerical prefn 
52 Make ready tor 

me press 

64 Infringe on 

58 An Eisenhower 
62 "Aknander." for 
one 

65 Jason's ship 

66 Abstract beings 

67 In the past 
88 Means of 

access 

69 Treatise 

70 Chestnut color 





DOWN 

1 Puerto — ' 

2 Plenty, to poets 

3 Daze 

4 Darkroom 
concoction 

5 Social bud 

6 Greek letter 

7 Large quantity 
6 Quieting agent 
9lndigent 

10 Youth goddess 


11 Woeful 
utterance 

12 Oodles and 
oodles 

13 Terminus 

18 Speaker 

19 Sternutation 

23 Temperate 

24 Beige tone 
28 Helper attfx. 

27 Travel stopover 

28 Tha* ioup 
30 Coat feature 

32 All — 

33 Ingratiating 

34 Medieval pfont 

38E*eavHtKma 

38 In the future 

39 Early man 

41 Kind of drum 

42 ForrUy or shoe 

47 Mountain 

«ds 

48 Small com 
51 Street 

Show 

53 Snwu drum 
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6.000 




4.1W 




1.910 

1.550 



4.000 

1.910 



5.620 

5.600 


14, 17a 

3-040 




J -950 

3.960 


4.511 

4.400 

4.150 


3. IDO 

4.100 

4.200 



1.740 

1.720 


I, OK 

4.250 

4.150 



S.1W 

4.150 



J.3M 



15.335 

2.970 

2.970 



2.240 

3.210 



1.220 

1.200 



4.B6D 



S4.7B7 

1.150 




3.910 



I.U9 

1.580 

1.560 



1.920 




2.150 




2.650 

2.620 

2.S70 


21.950 




a. 9bo 

3.030 






3.594 

9. BOO 



1.313 

1.600 

1.600 


3,osa 

3.420 



11,401 

7.600 



4.470 

11.250 

10.750 


54,79* 

9. 30O 

9.150 



7.3SO 



SCO 

1-120 



4,911 

3.990 

3.650 


3,450 

2.770 



4,420 

0.41O 

0.410 


9,360 

15.600 

15.600 



2.340 




9.950 



4,313 

1.530 



45 

0.400 

D.3BQ 

0.1M 


5.000 

4.900 



1.U0 

1.550 



4.70 0 

5. BOO 



6.450 



35.703 

1.210 



j.3aa 

0-400 



15.660 

a.ooo 

7.900 



3.150 

3.110 



1.310 

1.330 



5.100 

E.070 

5.030 





736,231 
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Lamf alussy says 
EC could miss 
*1997 currency date 


Lebanon to regain financial 
role, central bank chief says 


BRUSSELS (R) — Alexandre 
Lamfalussy, chosen to guide 
the EC on the next leg of its 
journey to a single currency, 
has said the bloc was unlikely 
to meet its 1997 target date but 
some countries could strike 
private deals. 

“That date seems improb- 
able but what is not improb- 
able is arrangements such as 
between the Germans and 
Dutch,” Mr. Lamfalussy, pick- 
ed by European Community 
(EC) leaders as the first presi- 
dent of an embryo Community 
central bank, said. 

“That is not monetary union 
but it is something dose to it,” 
he told a European Parliament 
committee hearing. 

EC finance ministers bowed 
to more than a year of market 


pressure on Aug. 2 when they 
widened the permitted fluctua- 
tion bands within the exchange 
rate mechanism (ERM), the 
Community’s currency grid, to 
15 per cent from 2.25 ot six per 
cent. 

But the Dutch and Germans 
reached a private deal to keep 
their currencies moving within 
just 2.25 per cent of each 
other, prompting speculation 
that others might try to follow 
suit. 

To date there has been no 
agreement on reforming the 
ERM, which is intended to 
guide the EC to its single cur- 
rency goal. 

Mr. Lamfalussy hoped it 
would be possible to move 
back towards the narrower 
bands but could not say when. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
new central bank chief said 
Tuesday capital was returning 
to the country faster than ex- 
pected and he believed Leba- 
non could regain its pre-war 
position as a regional finandal 
centre. 

Riad Salameh, who became 
governor of the Bank of Leba- 
non on Aug. 1, said in an 
interview with Reuters Televi- 
sion that nearly half the S7 
billion which fled Lebanon 
during the 1975-90 civil war 
had retained. 

“The aggregate capital in- 
flow since the end of the civil 
war is about S3 billion. Total 
deposits today in the Lebanese 
bulking sector are $8.5 billion. 
We expect that figure to go up 
to around S16 billion in the 


next three years,” Mr. 
Salameh said. 

Mr. Salameh. a -43-year-old 
former senior vice-president of 
Merryl! Lynch in Paris, said 
the biggest factor in restoring 
investor confidence was the 
October 1992 appointment of 
billionaire businessman Rafik 
A1 Hariri as prime minister. 

Some $1 billion returned to 
the country within a month of 
Mr. Hariri’s appointment, he 
said. Aggregate bank deposits 
increased by another $1.5 bil- 
lion in the first nine months of 
this year. 

“This trend is very en- 
couraging because we were ex- 
pecting slow recovery,” Mr. 
Salameh said. 

The government planned 
full economic recovery by 


China, Germany sign deals worth $ 2 . 65 b 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


Markets lB —"W wuob whu 
Cairo Amman Bank 

us. DoUk in International Market* 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl Tuesday led a 
German delegation to sign 
business deals with China 
worth some $2.65 billion, in- 
cluding the building of an 
underground railway (U.S. 
subway) in Guangzhou, 
Chinese Premier Li Peng said. 

The deals comprised con- 
tracts worth $1.7 bdfion, as well 
as letters of intent and initial 
agreements worth $950 mil- 
lion, Mr. Li said during a 
meeting with Mr. Kohl and 
German business leaders in the 
Great HaQof the People. 


The German chancellor is 
“flying home with a full suit- 
case,” the Chinese premier re- 
marked. 

As Mr. Li and Mr. Kohl 
watched, the two delegations 
then signed contracts for a 
German consortium led by Sie- 
mens and EC to construct an 
underground railway in the 
southern city of Guangzhou 
and for Airbus Industrie to 
supply six airliners for China. 

The contracts are worth 700 
million marks ($411 million) 
and 800 million marks ($473 
million) respectively, German 


sources said. Half of the 
financing for the Guanghzou 
contract will be provided by 
German development loans. 

Protocols on the environ- 
ment and science and technol- 
ogy cooperation were also 
signed. 

Figures for the value of deals 
varied, however. 

German Economy Minister 
Guenter Rexrodt said all the 
contracts signed so far, plus 
letters of intent for other deals, 
amounted to around three bil- 
lion marks ($1.76 billion). 

In addition, there were other 


letters of intent, worth two 
billion marks ($1.17 billion) 
where the chances of German 
success were “less high." Mr. 
Rexrodt said. . 

This included a billion marks 
in the telecommunications sec- 
tor and another billion marks 
for a power plant, he said. 

“It is a good interim result,” 
Mr. Rexrodt said. 

Mr. Rexrodt said the 
Chinese authorities also ex- 
pressed an interest in building 
a high-speed railway between 
Beijing and Shanghai. 


2002. Mr. Salameh said he 
expected a quick rebound of 
the private sector when Leba- 
non signed a peace pact with 
Israel but the public sector 
would develop slower. 

“Full recovery is possible 
without peace with Israel but it 
will take a longer time,” Mr. 
Salameh said. 

He said gross domestic pro- 
duct grew 12 per cent in 1992 
and be expected about 10 per 
cent this year. “The aim is to 
sustain 8-10 per cent over the 
next five years.” 

Inflation is currently 3.5 per 
cent on a year-on-year basis. 

Mr. Salameh reintroduced 
the Beirut dollar market on 
Sept. 1 to try to regain Beirut's 
pre-war position as a regional 
centre for dollar placements. 
The market now exceeded 
$200 million.... . 

The 1 central bank also cre- 
ated a secondary market in 
•treasury bills and introduces 
swaps on Sept. 1. Thie value of 
treasury bills issued in 
Lebanese pounds was now $3 
billion, he said. 

Other steps to develop and 
recapitalise the banking sector 
included a recent law to facili- 
tate mergers among the 70-odd 
banks. The central bank would 
eventually finance some mer- 
gers. 

A law was also planned to let 
banks to start fiduciary activi- 
ties and diversify into consul- 
tancy and investment vehicles. 


The flow of incoming capital 
was going mainly into the real 
estate sector, whose perform- 
ance was “impressive," and 
into treasury bills, Mr. 
Salameh said. 

According to a private study 
published in the press last 
week, real estate prices in 
Beirut have double! in 30 
months. 

Lebanese treasury bills also 
gave very high real returns. 
Three-month bills currently 
yield 18 per cent and two-year 
government notes yield about 
23 per cent. 

Mr. Salameh said the banks 
would be the main players in 
Lebanon’s emerging capital 
markets. “So by broadening 
their role in Lebanon they wfll 
be strengthened and able to 
play even a regional role in 
future.” 

Lebanon's unique features 
favouring its reemergence as a 
financial centre were its bank- 
ing and financial skills, free- 
dom of currency exchange and 
bank secrecy regulations which 
survived the civil war un- 
scathed. 

The government also prop- 
osed to slash corporate income 
tax from 35 per cent to 10 per 
cent — “which cannot be 
matched by any country in the 
region,” Mr. Salameh said. 

“These specific and unique 
features are the basis on which 
Lebanon, I believe, will re- 
build its position as a financial 
centre in the region,” he said. 
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Currency. 

U.S. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark. 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen' 
butch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
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Belgian Franc 
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Curacy " 

Bahraini Dinar 
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Kuwaiti Dinar 
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LONDON EX CHANGE RATES 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 
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Canadian dollar 
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Swiss francs 
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Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PftCKMG. AIR FREIGHT” 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AMD. R ESE RVATIONS. 

AflflIN KAWAR ISONS 

WJEL 604676 6Q4696 ^ 
po.box 7606 

T\\\ »«*« v 








V-/ Restaurant 

’Open air terrace. 

111 Round (able for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 
Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

authentic chwess-cujsine 


Elegant 
Colorful , 
Atmosprierelj 
Moderate 
Prices / 

A 

Shmeteani 
Tel 660250 
open daByj 


‘homely and intimate* 


Tel. 630571 Fax .630572 


/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Esiaie. near KiJo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open duily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v ft.\W - Midnight > 


- Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonesian & 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 
in Amman. 

- Live Sand # 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 


I Hour* 1 - Noon ] 2 Mniiufhi 

"7“ da> s a week 

46 Buhiuri Street 2 nd circle . Jabal Amman Oppose Fienff. Loaf Tel 6534S2 


iJl . j 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MnMHIAfflT ! 

Special Executive Luncheons j 

Takeaway service | 
available i 

open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm ; 

7.30-H.30 pm : 

After the Philadelphia Hotel j 
Towards 3rd circle 


A Restaurant 'With 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

liEmiimT 

JABAL AM4AN BUST CfflCLE 
tWfOBtTElHEe ua pi a* 8B Tra.«S«n6 


Only 
The Best 

I 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — t 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real. : > 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


At NeGt&CO Bw fat 

SELECT HOTEL 

y°**~ 




One visit will make you 
a steady , we beBevelll 




f«y* 


ytnoH »~U*II 

“ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aH greas re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

P h pnd by or 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daiy to r 
lunch & tinner 
TAempenica 
Jabal A1 Hussein 
Mnistry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

T«L R3M • 




Dc&lauranL & Tapas 

lebel Amman. 3rd circle 

Tel. 61 50 b! 


| STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30% largar 

* From mniargm- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh rel: 823891 



The Latest 
" MUST ” 
in Amman 


r m ■> 

SZEEHWAN 6ARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 


| 0pcalU0.J30&6m-k6&gb | 

Take away is available 

Shat AJ-Amb Street 
Um Uthanah Commercial Centre 

-free lusted MwaipLnedJ 




T HE 

ATMOSPHERE 
j CREATORS 




TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly From UO PM to 100 Ail 
BoptSunty From MO PJI b 1M AM 
Tuesday Closed 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmesaoj 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette hi every room-4 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBOEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


•n 


French Cw 


iSine 


3 Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

£| Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
m Shmeisani-Near Babish m 
fN- Amman -Jordan 

555 

Mtatt. m me . 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Takeaway Is avaUaMe 

Open daily / 2:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Best Haas Sr Sawftrfcbea I 


Soft a McofaoBc Drtuta. 

[I Tatc-Away Scrvxr Jf 



Daily Lunch 

-SsZT Tf&xctc 

rsT 



For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 
ADVERTISE 
in the 


Parole 


^bdcun •Jordan Supermarket BLDG. 
.un floor Tt .,. 824677 
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Croats launch massive attack 
in Bosnia; new aid talks planned 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Some 
4,000 Croat troops took part in 
a massive tank and helicopter- 
backed HVO offensive on the 
government-held centra] Bos- 
nian town of Gomji Vakuf, a 
U.N. Protection Force spokes- 
man said Tuesday. 

Croat gunners sent down a 
barrage of some 550 heavy 
artillery shells on the town, 70 
kilometres west of Sarajevo, 
said UNPROFOR spokesman 
Lt.-Col. Bill Aik man. 

Up to 15 tanks took part in 
the attack, which followed 
weekend reports by U.N. 
military officials that Bosnian 
Serbs had been running a 
“rent-a-tank" operation for 
Croat forces in the Croat- 
controlled Kiseljak pocket. 

British U.N. troops in the 
area took to their bunkers be- 
cause of the severity of the 
barrage, and only emerged 
around 3:00 p.m. (1400 GMT) 
when the offensive was 
halted. Col. Aikraan added. 

Croat forces used a helicop- 
ter to spot artillery targets and 
troops movement along the 13- 
kilometre (eight-mile) front by 
the mainly Muslim Bosnian 
army, said Col. Aikman. 

But despite the conceited 
assault government groops had 
held their line, be said. Gomji 
Vakuf was reported calm Tues- 
day morning, he added. 

The town occupies a 
strategic position on supply 
routes linking northern and 
southern Bosnia, secure con- 


trol of which would enable the 
land-locked Bosnian army to 
resupply and re-equip its 
embattled forces. 

It could also help it resupply 
its forces in embattled towns in 
the largely Croat-held south of 
the country, notably Mostar. 

Fojnica, 45 kilometres west 
of Sarajevo, and nearby Bako- 
vici where Canadian and Dan- 
ish U.N. troops are caring for 
some 600 mental and disabled 
adults and children, was re- 
ported quiet Monday, the 
spokesman said. 

The town, scene of bitter 
fighting between Bosnian army 
and HVO units at the 
weekend, remained in Bosnian 
control but Bakovid has been 
captured by HVO troops. 

U.N. Military Observers 
(UNMOS) reported Monday 
that two Roman Catholic 
priests had been found mur- 
dered at the Franciscan monas- 
tery in Fojnica, said Col. Aik- 
man. 

They had been shot several 
times and appeared to have 
been dead for several ' days. 
Bosnian authorities took their 
bodies to Visoko, some 15 
kilometres to the east, for post- 
mortem examination, he said. 

The HVO called on UN- 
PROFOR and the U.N. milit- 
ary and civilian police to visit 
the murder scene, but they were 
denied access by Bosnian 
troops. Col. Aikman added. 
They were due to fry again 


Tuesday. 

In Sarajevo, the government 
condemned the murders and 
promised to investigate the 
deaths. 

Col. Aikman said Bosnian 
Serbs had again shelled the 
Olovo area, north of Sarajevo, 
Monday, while Sarajevo Radio 
said the Serb offensive in the 
area was continuing Tuesday 
morning. 

Meanwhile, in the Croatian 
'capital of Zagreb U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) spokesman Peter 
Kessler said a UNHCR convoy 
taking aid to the mental pa- 
tients in hospitals at Fojnica 
and Bakovid had left Zenica, 
40 kilometres north of those 
two towns. 

He said the eight-truck con- 
voy bearing food and fuel for 
electric generators was ex- 
pected to arrive at its destina- 
tion later in the day, despite 
the fighting in the area. 

Mr. Kessler said only 1,000 
to 2,000 people were still in 
Fojnica, which had a total 
population of 16,000 before 
the war. During the fighting 
they take refuge in the sur- 
rounding hills, returning at 
night to the town. 

Bosnia's three warring fac- 
tions plan to attend a meeting 
organised by the UNHCR in 
order to guarantee aid con- 
voys' safe passage throughout 
Bosnia, a UNHCR spokes- 
woman said Tuesday. 

Sylvana Foa said Bosnian 


Yeltsin meets with 
regional leaders 


MOSCOW (Agendes) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
met with a number of regional 
government leaders T uesday in 
the town of Tula, 2C0 
kilometres south of here. In- 
terfax News Agency said. 

“I invited heads of admirtis- 
tratio.ns so they could' see the 
example” set by the Tula re- 
gion in finding “solutions to 
the problem of conversion” — 
military hardware to peaceful 
use — Interfax quoted Mr. 
Yeltsin as saying on arrival. 

He also visited the former 
home of author Leo Tolstoy, 
now a museum, and was to 
inspect an air force base at 
Tula. 

Mr. Yeltsin was last in the 
region in last August, when he 
inspected divisions of guards 
charged with defending Mos- 


■ cow. That visit came three 
weeks before he dissolved the 
old parliament in Moscow, 
which triggered a conservative 
rebellion crushed by the army 
on Oct. 4- 

President Yeltsin said Mon- 
day that a Communist-fascist 
alliance still posed a threat to 
Russia’s fledgling democracy 
but pledged not to ban main- 
line Communists from the De- 
cember elections. 

“For as long as Bolshevism 
or fascism are alive, there will 
exist a danger of a violent 
seizure of power,” Mr. Yeltsin 
told the newspaper Izvestia. 

“in Russia, to underestimate 
the Commnnistrfascist threat is 
simply senseless," he said, 
arguing that communism had 
burrowed itself into the con- 
sciousness of large sections of 
the population. 


Determined ILK. presses 
N. Ireland peace plan 


LONDON (R) — Britain sig- 
nalled Tuesday it would over- 
ride objections by hardline 
pro-British Protestants in 
Northern Ireland to its offer to 
bring the IRA into new peace 
talks if the gunmen laid down 
their arms. 

. In a series of television and 
radio interviews. Northern Ire- 
land Secretary Sir Patrick 
Mayhew firmly denied that 
Britain had already held secret 
talks with Sinn Fein, the poli- 
tical wing of the outlawed Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). 

“There have not been talks 
on behalf of the British govern- 
ment with Sinn Fein." Sir Pat- 
rick said. "Nobody has con- 
ducted talks with Sinn Fein or 
any other... organisation that 
supports violence." 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams said Monday the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
John Major had broken off the 
secret talks to appease Protes- 
tant parties that hold key votes 
'in the British parliament. 

Mr. Adams was responding 
to an explicit offer by Mr. 
Major to include Sinn Fein in 
peace talks if it ceased its' 
violent, 25-year campaign to 
end British rule in Northern 
Ireland. 

After more than 2G people 
died .ip the worst month’s 
bloodshed in 17 years in the 
province,. Mr. Major said he 
was determined to pursue a 
settlement that has eluded his 
predecessors. 

Mr. Adams rejected the 
offer, as did fiery Protestant 
preacher Ian Paisley, leader of 
the Democratic Unionist Par- 
ty. "We will not sit down at 
• that table (with the IRA) 
ever.” Rev. Paisley said. 

Another Democratic Unionist. Peter 
Robinson, dismissed Mr. Ma- 
jor’s gambit Tuesday as “con- 
temptible", prompting a fling- 
ing reaction from Sir Patrick.' 

“That is such a gopd exam- 
ple of the extreme language 
and the inflammatory language 
that is the bane of political 
progress in northern Ireland,” 
he retorted. 

Sir Patrick said there was a 
growing revulsion against such 
talk in Northern Ireland, 
whose people were sick of the 


sectarian violence that had cost 
more than 3,000 lives. 

Sir Patrick repeated Mr. Ma- 
jor's insistence that the IRA 
could not enter peace talks 
until it had proved it had given 
up violence. 

Sufficient time would have 
to pass, but Sir Patrick said 
talks could not be ruled out 
forever. After all, Germany 
and Japan were Britain's ene- 
mies in World War II but were 
now allies. 

“You cannot simply go 
ahead and say ‘I'm afraid that 
no matter how niany years go . 
by we're not going to talk with 
those who represent a party 
that at one time justified vio- 
lence’." 

Sir Patrick said it was not 
solely up to Britain — which is 
working with the Irish govern- 
ment to relaunch peace talks 
that collapsed a year ago — to 
decide who should have a seat 
'at the negotiating table. 

. In a message aimed at Rev. 
Paisley, Sir Patrick added: “X 
think it would not be seen to be 
measuring up to the level of 
events and the demands of the 
hour in Northern Ireland if a 
veto were able to be exercised 
over the resumption of that 
process by a single politician or 
even a single party." 

Irish Deputy Prime Minister 
Dick Spring welcomed Mr. 
Major's comments as provid- 
ing “a solid foundation to work 
on." 

"It was an important speech. 

I welcome in particular the 
recognition that the opportun- 
ity exists now to build a peace 
* process," Mr. Spring said in 
Washington, where he was 
briefing U-S. politicians and 
officials on developments in 
Northern Ireland. 

John Smith, the leader of 
Britain's opposition Labour 
Party, said Mr. Major was 
right to insist that the IRA lay 
down arms before including 
Sinn Fein in peace talks and 
that Rev. Paisley's Democratic 
Unionists should not be 
allowed to block negotiations. 

He said Mr. Major should 
tell all Northern Ireland parties 
that they had a "moral obliga- 
tion" to. take part in the peace 
process. 


President Alija Izetbegovic, 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic and his military 
strongman Ratko Mladic have 
indicated they will attend the 
Thursday meeting. 

Bosnian Croat leader Mate 
Boban and several other Bos- 
nian Croat officials also plan to 
be there and Bosnia's Vice 
President Ejup Ganic said 
Monday that his government 
would send a representative. 

Ms. Foa said U.N. High 
Commissioner Sakado Ogata 
has convened the "last chance” 
meeting in order to press all of 
the warring parties to end 
“Their political and military 
games” and ensure the survival 
of three million people entirely 
dependent on humanitarian 
aid during the upcoming win- 
ter months. 

She said the UNHCR needs 
unconditional guarantees for 
the safe passage of its convoys 
and for emergency medical 
evacuations. 

She said one example of the 
obstacles the UNHCR encoun- 
ters in Bosnia was illustrated 
Tuesday morning when Serb 
troops besieging Sarajevo at 
the last minute decided to im- 
pose new conditions to allow 
the evacuation of 50 patients 
from the capital. 

Aid convoys to central Bos- 
nia were suspended three 
weeks ago when a Danish 
truck driver was killed in a 
mortar attack the U.N. has 
blamed on the Bosnian army. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Polls: Clinton approval 49% 

WASHINGTON (R) — A new public opinion poll has found 
President Bill Clinton’s approval rating slipping below 50 per 
cent for the first time since August. The ABC-Washington 
Post poll gave Mr. Clinton a 49 per cent approval rating, (town 
three points from a similar survey taken two weeks before. 
Forty-five per cent of those surveyed said they disapproved of 
the way Mr. Clinton was doing his job. The telephone poll of 
1,218 Americans bad a 3 per cent margin of error. Asked 
about Mr. Clinton’s handling of the economy, 43 per cent said 
they approved while 50 per cent disapproved. On foreign 
policy, only 39 per cent approved while 53 per cent dis- 
approved. The poll found that support for Mr. Clinton's health 
care reform programme was slipping. -Forty-six jper cent said 
they approved of the plan and 43 per cent said they 
disapproved. Asked whether Congress should pass Mr. 
Clinton's health legislation, six per cent said it should pass it 
without changes, 42 per cent said it should pass it with minor 
changes and 29 per cent said pass it with major changes. Only 
17 per cent said the Congress should not pass any of the 
reform. 

Russia releases pictures of jet downing 

WASHINGTON (R) — Russia has given the United States 
pictures of the downing of an U-S. C-130 aircraft by Soviet jets 
in 1958, former U.S. ambassador to Moscow Malcolm Toon 
said Monday. Mr. Toon is a member of the U.S.-Russia Joint 
Commission on PoWs/MIAs.- He said he and other U.S. 
members of the commission were given the pictures at a 
meeting in Moscow this September. The pictures, released by 
the Pentagon Monday night, show four Soviet MiG-17 jets 
shooting down the C-130 over Armenia on Sept. 2, 1958, and 
also show wreckage of the plane on the ground after it crashed 
and burned. The C-130 had a crew of 17. There were no 
known survivors. Mr. Toon said he and other commission 
members visited the crash site in Armenia. He said six sets of 
remains had been found and were returned to the United 
States and five have been identified so far. Mr. Toon said the 
Russians have been extremely cooperative in trying to provide 
information about Americans missing in the cold war, the 
Korean' Var and the Vietnam War. 

Sri Lankan rebels pound army camp 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil Tiger guerrillas Tuesday shelled 
a military camp recaptured by security forces after a battle that 
left over 1,000 people dead, securi ty so urces said. The 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) used a 120-mra 
artillery gun on the Pooneryn army camp from .where they 
captured the heavy weapon during a three-day battle last 
week, the sources said. "Several soldiers manning bunkers at 
Pooneryn were injured. But the shells did not cause much 
damage because of the sandy terrain," the source said. 
Meanwhile, the air force kept bombing suspected LTTE 
targets in the rebel-held northern Jaffna peninsula and the 
northern part of mainland Sri Lanka where Tigers are known 
to have bases. Tamil sources said an aircraft tut a hospital in 
the northern Kilinochchi region Monday, killing three mothers 
and their new bom babies. 



Japanese Prime Minister Morifairo Hosokawa is cong ratulated 
by parliamentary committee members after his new 

election bills was passed at the committee session of the Lower 
House Tuesday (AFP photo) 

Hosokawa’ s reform 
bills clear 1st hurdle 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa’s pack- 
age of political reforms cleared 
its first parliamentary hurdle 
Tuesday and is headed for a 
vote in the full lower house by 
Friday, his self-imposed dead- 
line. 

After a month of debate, the 
measures were passed in a spe- 
cial lower bouse committee af-. 
ter Mr. Hosokawa foiled to 
reach an agreement with Yohei 
Kono, head of the main 
opposition Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), after two rounds 
of talks. 

The bills now go to the full 
lower house, either Thursday 
or Friday, where Mr. Hosoka- 
wa’s coalition has a fragile 
majority. The upper house 
needs about ‘a' month to de- 
liberate on the bills before they 
become law. 

Mr. Hosokawa said he must 
get lower bouse approval by 
Friday, when he is to leave for 
Seattle to attend the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) summit. 

Mr. Hosokawa, on assuming 
office three months ago, said 
be a would take political respon- 


sibility if he failed to pass the 
bills by year’s end, a remark 
taken to mean he would resign 
or call for fresh elections. 

Political reform has been 
under debate in parliament 
since 1989 when a series of 
funding scandals rocked the 
then LDP government. Failure 
to enact reforms has since 
forced the resignation of two 
LDP governments, eventually 
breaking the LDP's 38-year 
grip on office. 

This year the coalition gov- 
ernment and the LDP agreed 
in principle to introduce 
British-style single-seat consti- 
tuencies combined with prop- 
ortional representation, but 
they disagree on details. 

Besides redrawing electoral 
boundaries, the proposed ir- 
forms aim to make campaign- 
ing less costly for candidates 
and include stiff anti-graft 
laws. 

Politicians blamed lavish 
campaign spending and 
loopholes in existing election 
and political funding laws as 
the main cause of rampant 
political corruption. 


Ex-KGBagent: Oswald 
was ‘a dear neurotic’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — A former 
KGB agent who met with Lee 
Harvey Oswald two months 
.before President Kennedy was 
shot described the soon-to-be 
assassin as “a dear neurotic” 
desperate to reenter the Soviet 
Union to escape FBI harass- 
ment. 

“I was struck by his aloof- 
ness," Retired Col. Oleg 
Nechiporenko said in an in- 
terview with the daily Izvestia, 
published Monday. “He 
seemed to be looking right 
through me, deep in his own 
thoughts." 

Col. Nechiporenko, who 
was vice consul at the Soviet 
embassy in Mexico in 1963, 
said Oswald visited the embas- 
sy twice that year — on Sept. 
27 and 28 — to ask for immedi- 
ate permission to return to the 
Soviet Union. 

According to Col. Nechi- 
porenko, Oswald told him the 
FBI had been “following” him 
and had prevented him from 
getting a good job since he 
came back to the United 
States. 

Oswald defected to the 
Soviet Union in 1959, but re- 
turned to the United States 
two years later. After the Ken- 
nedy Nov. 22, '1963 assassina- 
tion, the KGB claimed it had 


rejected Oswald as an agent 
and blocked bis efforts to re- 
turn to the Soviet Union. 

During the one-hour inter- 
view, Col. Nechiporenko said 
Oswald's mood kept changing. 

“Sometimes he became terr- 
ibly excited, shaky," Col. 
Nechiporenko said. “A dear 
neurotic.” 

When told that he had to get 
a visa from the Soviet embassy 
in Washington, Oswald almost 
broke down and said it could 
lead to tragedy, the retired 
officer said. 

The next day, Oswald met 
with some of Col". Nechi- 
porenko’s colleagues, saying 
he did not want to go back to 
the United States for fear of 
being murdered, then showing 
them a revolver and saying he 
would use it to defend himself. 

Speculation bas persisted for 
years that Oswald’s alleged 
assassination of Kennedy and 
his own subsequent murder by 
Jack Ruby were carried out 
with the help or knowledge of 
foreign agents, including the 
KGB. . 

But Col. Nechiporenko said 
Oswald was of no interest of 
his bosses in Moscow. It took 
the embassy several days to- 
report Oswald's visit to the 
KGB and the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry. 


Kashmir 

mosque 

siege 

ends 

peacefully 

SRINAGAR, India (R) — A 
month-long standoff between 
Indian troops and Muslim mili- 
tants holed up inside Kashmir's 
holiest mosque ended peace- 
fully when the guerrillas sur- 
rendered before dawn Tues- 
day, officials said. 

They said 65 people, includ- 
ing an unspecified number of 
militants, left the white marble 
buildings of the Hazratbal 
Shrine m two batches between 
one and 2.30 a.m. (1930-2100 
GMT). 

India’s Doordarshan state- 
run television showed film of 
men apparently filing out of 
the compound, huddled in 
capes and blankets against the 
sub-zero winter temperatures. 
Doordarshan quoted Kash- 
mir’s police chief, Mahendra 
Sabharwal, as saying they had 
surrendered and been detained 
by local police for questioning. 

“Good sense has finally pre- 
vailed," Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao said in a stated 
ment. 

Independent confirmation of 
the surrender was not im- 
mediately available and it was 
not dear if a deal had been 
done with the government. 
There was no initial comment 
from militant groups or politic- 
al parties. 

The siege has fuelled a four- 
year-old uprising, against Indi- 
an rale in the Himalayan state, 
the only Muslim majority re- 
gion in mainly Hindu India. 
Police and hospital sources say 
at least 13,000 people have 
been killed in the rebellion. 

The Hazratbal area re- 
mained under indefinite cur- 
few Tuesday morning. Only a 
few journalists from state-nir 
media were allowed to witness 
the exodus. 

It was not clear how many of 
the 65 inmates from the shrine, 
on the shores of Srinagar’s Dal 
Lake, were armed militants, 
nor whether any were foreign 
nationals. Officials have 
.claimed there were at least two 
Pakistanis inside. 

India accused pakistan of 
arming and training Kashmiri 
militants, a charge Islamabad 
denies. 

Doordarshan showed film of 
one man, apparently an in- 
mate, who said he came from 
the third of Kashmir under 
Pakistani rale. 

Officials said a large haul of 
arms including rifles, grenades 
and rocket launchers was reco- 
vered from the shrine complex. . 

The army siege of the mos- 
que began at midnight on Oct- 
15. 

The government said it acted 
to foil an alleged plot to steal 
or destroy the shrine's relic, a 
hair believed by Kashmiris to 
be from the beard of the 
Prophet Mohammad. The 
mysterious week-long disea p- 
pearance of the hair in 1963 
sparked major riots. 

But officials and army offic- 
ers said privately they wanted 
to trap a guerrilla leader they 
wrongly believed was inside. 

Officials said Muslim derics 
entered die mosque Tuesday 
morning and confirmed the re- 
lic was safe. • 

The shrine was expected to 
open to the public again by 
Thursday, Doordarshan said. 

Political analysts said the 
feet that the inmates were held 
by local police rather than the 
army suggested a deal with the 
government. India's Central 
Security Forces regard Kash- 
miri police with suspicion, 
saying they may sympathise 
with the uprising. 


SEATTLE (R) — The human 
rights group Asia Watch said 
Wednesday that countries had 
to protect human rights at the 
same time as they developed 
their economies or else they 
risked alienating their citizens. 

In a report issued to coinride 
with the Asia-Pacific Econo- 
mic Cooperation (APEC) sum- 
mit meeting in Seattle, the 
group rejected the idea that 
economic development would 
necessarily cause political 
liberalisation. 

“It would be a major mis- 
take to accept the argument 
that economic development 
would inevitably lead to posi- 
tive political change," Mike 
Jendrzejczyk, Washington 
director of Human Rights 
Watch/Asia Watch, said in a 
statement. 

"It may be true that some 
time in the distant future, eco- 
nomic reform in China, In- 
donesia and Vietnam mil lead 
to greater freedom, but it 
doesn't help the thousands of 
people in prison now.” 

The report, "human rights in 
the APEC region", argued 
that economic development 


sometimes, as in the case of 
China, brought about further 
repression. 

In China, “continued com- . 
mitment to economic reform 
was accompanied by increased - 
political repression, as China's 
leaders expressed a dc term in a- ■ 
tion not to let the reforms 
affect (Communist) Party con- 
trol, and any signs of dissent 
were quickly crushed,” it said. 

China's human rights record 
will be an issue wben President 
Bill Clinton meets China's 
head of state, Jiang Zemin, 
during the APEC summit. 

The Asia Watch report 
analysed the human rights 
situation in most of the dyna- 
mic APEC economies and in 
several Asian countries, like 
Vietnam and Burma, that are 
not members of the organisa- 
tion. 

It had harsh words for many, 
including the United States. 

It said the United States’ 
policy on Haitian boat people 
violated the international cove- 
nant on civil and political 
rights, which Washington 
adopted last year. 

It .said U.S. prison condi- 


tions also violated the pact, 
“which provides that prisoners 
be treated with humanity and 
dignity.” 

Burma — not a member of 
die APEC group — "con- 
tinued to be a human rights 
pariah", Asia Watch said. 

The group said China “con- 
tinued to arrest, detain and 
torture peaceful critics and to 
interfere with the freedom of 
expression, assembly and reli- 
gion.” 

Indonesia, despite some 
signs of increasing receptivity 
to human rights concerns... 
continued to detain critics 
arbitrarily, restrict freedom of 
expression, and obstruct the 
emergence of independent 
associations.” it said. 

The group said the United 
States had been slow to recog- 
nise Japan’s potential to prom- 
ote human rights. 

It said Korea bad made no 
effort to repeal or revise the 
national security law which res- 
tricted the rights of freedom of 
expression and association. 

The group noted that 
Malaysia championed an 


“Asian concept of human 
rights’’ which rejected the 
Western idea that individual 
rights were key. 

It also mentioned human 
rights problems in Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam, which 
is not an APEC nation. 

China and the United States 
are likely to strike deals during 
this week's Asia trade confer- 
ence that will let each side 
claim success, U.S. and 
Chinese sources said Monday. 

President Clinton's meeting 
with Chinese head of state 
Jiang Zemin here may resolve 
two key points of friction, the 
sources said. 

The issues are sanctions im- 
posed on Beijing for alleged 
missile sales and China's block- 
ing of U.S. investigations into 
exports of Chinese prison- 
made goods, the sources said. 

Concerned that a new U.S. 
effort to improve relations may 
give Beijing a mixed message, 
however, more than 200 mem- 
bers of Congress have signed a 
letter to Ginton emphasising 
that China’s human rights 
situation must be improved, 
they said. 


Human rights must accompany development — Asia Watch 


The sources indude human 
rights advocates who were 
briefed by U.S. administration 
officials and Chinese familiar 

with government- thinking. . 

In talks during the APEC 
forum, the United States will 
offer to remove a ban on high- 
technology sales slapped on 
Beijing because of alleged 
sales of Mil missiles to Pakis- 
tan. 

The offer would be con- 
ditional on China clearly 
agreeing to restrict weapons 
proliferation in future, the 
sources said. 

U.S. companies that want 
badly to export the satellites 
and related equipment covered 
under the ban imposed in Au- 
gust have put the administra- 
tion under a lot of pressure to 
lift the sanctions. 

In another key step, China 
will agree to give greater access 
to U.S. inspectors frying to 
trace the export of prison- 
made products if Washington 
loosens restrictions on the im- 
port of two goods previously 
suspected to having been 
manufactured by prisoners. 


Curator doubts 
authenticity of 
Rembrandt 

WASHINGTON (R) A 
curator of the National Gallery 
of Art says two more, of the 
museum's "authentic” Rem- 
brandt's were not . painted by. . 
the Dutch master but are the 
work of his students, a news- 
paper said Monday. LegaU 
Times said curator Arthur ■' 
Wheelock, a foremost author- 
ity on Rembrandt Van Rjjn, 
said two of the gallery's Rem- 
brandt’s— Joseph Accused By 
Potiphar's Wife, and A 
Woman Holding A Pink — . 
were works by the master’s 
pupils. In a continuing reeva- 
luation of the gallery's Rem- 
brandts, another painting - 
labelled a real Rembrandt, An 
Old Lady With A Boot, was 
now deemed by wheelock a 
joint creation by Rembrandt 
and a student, said the 
Washington-based paper, 
which covers legal mamas. la- 
the article by independent art . 
writer Murray White, it was 
learned Mr. Whee lock’s inves* j . 
tigation also found a Rcm-^* 
brandt in the gallery called A 
Polish Nobleman, was not that - 
of a Polish nobleman but a 
self-portrait. Rembrandt Van 
Rijn, who lived from 1606 to 
1669, had as many as 100 or 
more students and assistants - 
while running a large studio in 
Amsterdam. Because of the 
large number of Rembrandt • 
pupils, art detectives have 
been trying for years to diffe- 
rentiate between Rembrandts 
by the master and Rembrandt 
copyeast by his pupils. 

Pfeiffer weds, 
christens child 


NEW YORK <R) — Michelle/ 
Pfeiffer left the Age Of Inn o* - v. 
cence over the weekend, mar- 1 
rying writer David Kelley. 
Pfeiffer, who has played Cat- . 
woman in Batman Returns and 
a sultry cabaret ringer in The 
Fabulous Baker Boys, fol- 
lowed the wedding in Santa \\ 
Barbara, California, with the 
christening of a child she 
adopted eight months ago. A 
statement said the couple had a 
small, private wedding, 
attended by family and dose 
friends. Pfeiffer has won praise 
for her role in The Age Of - 
Innocence, in which she (days a 
New Yorker who returns to. 
what she finds to be a stifling 
society after years abroad. 


2-legged dog v 
makes another • v 
comeback 

GREENFIELD, Iowa (AP)— > . 

Rusty isn’t supposed to overex- % '■ - 
ert himself, but the right of the 
oow was too. much. “Gnt.’"^;'. 

The cow whirled to face Ms ‘•ft'. 1 
tormenter, then relaxed, -., 
perhaps sensing that a little v •’ 
dog with only one good leg 
wasn't a threat. Rusty limped 
closer, leaned on a fence post 
and growled again, more to • 
stay in practice than to chap ; j."- 
lenge. The cow loped away. - 
“He’s some dog,” said owner < - 

Bill Davis, 39. “Right after •/ 
that first accident, he showed 
he bad a will to five. He’s not 
ready to die yet." In fact,. 

Rusty seems to be recovering 1 ' 
nicely from his second acci- ] Qqi 
deni. But even if he recovers u 

completely, he’ll still have just £ M , 
two good^ legs. His story has j‘* tl 
travelled worldwide over the ] 
years — “I even got a call from&jj 
Australia last time," said Davis 
— and scores of children write ' ’ 
him letters. “If I had an extra ; > 
leg, Td give it to you,” wrote 
David Gersema of the Miller . - . 

Middle School in Marshall-' 
town. “But I don’t, so Tui- ' t \* 
sorry.” Rusty is an 8-year-dM, - 
40-pound (18-kilo) Australian 
red heeler who spends most of ^ . 

his time with Davis, who 
spends most of his time farm- ; ' 1 
ing 600 rented acres (243 bee- - • 

tares) of gently hilly land about *‘u 

50 miles (80 kilometres) souths . 
west of Des Moines- That's -- 4 ' ? v .. 
where the form dog ran in front ' * 
of Davis’ mower four years v " 
ago. Rusty lost half of his. left 
front leg and the pad from hisr < M: 
left rear leg, leaving a skinny sunup i^jf 
on which he catches his bar., s . ' 
lance. Remarkably, Rustyrer i 
learned to walk and run, even . -• ■ 
to jump into the pickup, using t . 
just the two right legs. Then >- : i. 
the. second accident happened -3- 
Sept. 19 when Davis put ice % 
cubes on the ground for Rusty-^ 
to enjoy — too near to. 8 
neighbour’s pickup. As the ’ ' 

neighbour moved the . truck. 

Rusty’s good right.rear leg was ‘4 
run - over. “I knew-jt was ^ cj> 
broken,’’ said Davis. ^ 

were three major fractures be*. .&■ s. 
low the knee. Davis took tbc^i ^ 
dog to Dr. Phil Pearson, sanafi-i 3 “ 
animal orthopedic surgeon at- .i k 
Iowa State University, who in* 1 
stalled four pins -through the.. j 
I leg to hold the bones together . 'A 
! Davis hopes Rusty will rega> Q 
his agility once the wounds ^ 
have healed. “Boy, that little " > 
i devil could ran,” Davis said. ,\ 





rts 


Argentina gears up for crucial Australia tie | TlirklllClltstSin 


fens 


f BUENOS AIRES (Agencies) 
— Argentina should become 
the 24th and tail qualifier for 
neat year's Worid Cup finals 
, with a victory over Australia 

. in the second leg of their play- 
off late Wednesday. 

Earlier in the day the last U 
5 . European qualifiers are being 
played which will determine 
the eight remaining berths 
from that continental group- 
ing. 

^ Because of the difference in 
Time zones, the Argeniine- 
Australia match will be the 
. 492nd and final qualifier since 
the preliminary round matches 
started nearly two years ago. 

The tie in Buenos Aires be- 
tween two-time world cham- 
pions Argentina and Australia, 
the winners of the Oceania 
Zone who qualified after a 
play-off victory over Canada 
. from the Concacaf Zone, 

■ should end in a home victory. 

Argentina, who have 
reached three of the last four 
World Cup finals, winning the 
- tournament in 1978 and 1986, 
drew the first leg l-l in Sydney 
in a match they largely domin- 

■ ated. 

L- Bat Argentine coach Alfio 
^Basile was taking nothing for 
granted leading up to the 
game. 

“I’m not going to comment 
on bow we plan to play be- 
cause the two times 1 did it we 
were beaten by Colombia 
said the coach, wbo has prom- 
ised to step down if his team 
r fails to reach the finals in the 
United States. 

Colombia beat Argentina 2- 

■ 1 at home and then scored an 
. incredible 5-0 win in Buenos 

Aires on Sept. 5 to condemn 
Argentina to the playoff series 
with Australia. 

Argentina have been 
, boosted since then by the re- 
‘ turn of Diego Maradona, the 
man who spearheaded them to 
victory in 1986 and wbo has 
completed a remarkable com- 
eback to international level af- 
ter almost quitting the game. 

Maradona, 53, made the 
goal that Abel Balbo scored to 
secure the draw in Sydney and 
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ever 


Maradona will be back in the 
side Wednesday after shrug- 
ging off a leg injury picked up 
in the first leg. 

“This is going to be- the 
biggest matt* of my life,” he 
told a TV reporter. 'T wouldn't 
miss it for the world. I'll be out 
there giving everything I’ve got 
to make sure we qualify.' 1 

Basile is likely to include 
veteran stopper Oscar Ruggeri 
and Diego Simeone — both 
suspended for the first leg — to 
bolster bis defence and mid- 
field. 

Although a 0-0 draw will be 
enough for the home side fol- 
lowing their away goal they 
will not be under- estimating the 
opposition. 

The Australian squad, who 
arrived in Buenos Aires Sun- 
day night after playing two 
warm-up matches in Chile, are 
confident of pulling off an up- 
set victory. 

"We’ll play like we did in 
Sydney and attack,” coach 
Eddie Thompson told repor- 
ters. “That’s the only way to 


get the victory we need.” 

Australia have been 
weakened by injuries to goal- 
keeper Mark Bosnich and 
striker Ned Zeiic, but captain 
Paul Wade has been declared 
fit. 

Thompson has also recalled 
striker Frank Farina, who mis- 
sed the first leg through sus- 
pension. 

Australia hope to complete 
four years of hard work by 
beating Argentina and qual- 
ifying for the World Cup finals. 

“Victory on Wednesday 
would be the culmination of 
four years of hard work,” 
Thompson said here Monday. 
"But we believe we can make 
sporting history by winning 
and establishing football in 
Australia.” 

Australian rules, rugby and 
cricket are far more popular 
down under but the 1-1 draw 
with Diego Maradona's team 
in the first leg in Sydney last 
month gave the sport a boost. 

Wade will again be asked to 
mark Maradona. The superstar 


got away once in Sydney to set 
up B al bo’s headed goal. 

"But we are not obsessed 
with Maradona,” Thompson 
said. “Argentina have a lot of 
very good players.” 

The return of Strasbourg- 
based Farina worried Basile. 

“He's quick and gets into 
scoring positions and unlike 
Arnold he can play with the 
ball at his feet. He will have to 
be watched,” Basile said. 

Farina will play alongside 
Graham Arnold up front. 

Robert Zabica, sent off in 
the first leg of Australia's play- 
off against Canada in Edmon- 
ton in August, is recalled. 

FIFA have restricted the 
70,000 capacity River Plate 
Stadium to 55,000. 

And Maradona called on 
fans, who cbeered Colombia 
off the pitch after their 5-0 
thrashing which forced Argen- 
tina into the play-off, to be 
patient. 

"We must be ready to wait 
for a goal,” he said. “We have 
90, minutes to score.” 


England manager knows the knives are out 


LONDON (R) — England 
Manager Graham Taylor 
knows critics will be hoping his 
World Cup dream turns into a 
- complete nightmare in Bolog- 
na Wednesday. 

Failure to qualify .for the; 
finals will be devastating to the 
game of soccer in England and 
Taylor believes he has ene- 
mies, inside the game as well as 
outside, who will relish his 
final humiliation. 

“It’s one of the baser sides of 
human nature,” said Taylor as 
he prepared to fly out Monday 
for the game against San Mari- 
no in Bologna, where his team 
must win by seven goals and 
hope for a Polish victory over 
the Netherlands. 

“It’s a personal thing aimed 
at me. People will say they 
Idon't believe it, but I live m the 
real world and know the situa- 
tion exists. It’s no different 
from when Bobby Robson was 
in charge. But it doesn’t worry 
me.” 

Taylor is crying hard to pro- 
ject a positive mood through 
the pessimism which has fol- 
lowed the 2-0 defeat by the 


Dutch in their last game. 

But the sense of iiKwitability 
of a managerial era coming to 
an end casts a predictable pall 
over the build-up to the final 
game. 

Although he refuses to clar- 
ify his future. Taylor insisted 
he would cany the can for the 
failure to reach die 1994 finals 
and not point the finger at 
players like Paul Gascoigne 
and Des Walker. 

“There’s no way I'm going 
to go in and blame anybody 
else. Whether managers like it 
or not, they are responsible for 
results," he said. 

“Anybody who’s in my job 
knows that sometimes you 
have many things that don’t 
always go the way you want 
them to and are out of your 
control. 

“But sometimes it goes like 
that and you win and every- 
body thinks you’re the bee's 
knees (excellent). So you can’t 
have it both ways, you have to 
accept responsibility and I've 
always done that.” 

For his players, the incen- 
tive Wednesday to keep 


attacking is to prolong their 
own international prospects, 
come what may. 

But it will be hard with 
barely 2,000 fans expected in 
the stadium. 

Taylpr said: “I'm interested 
to see the people who lose 
their nerve, the people who 
don't stick with you, who stop 
believing. I’m looking for 
those players who are still 
holding onto their dream.” 

He added: “In many re- 
spects it doesn't really matter 
what happens to me, from 
their point of view. What mat- 
ters to them is their future 
international careers, whoever 
is die manager. That is why we 
must do a good professional 
job.” 

Taylor looks likey to pair 


U.S. soccer team beats 
Cayman Islands 8-1 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN HAH HIRSCH 
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match voltr play 


Roth vulnerable- East dfflh*. 
NORTH 

* J » S 
6 5 3 

A K Q 7 4 2 

* 10 

WEST EAST 

* A ICQ 3 *752 

7 42 10 « 6 

J 10 0 5 S3 

*86 +QJ974 

SOUTH 

* 10 6 4 
AKQJ 
6 

♦ A K 5 3 2 
The hiddirur 

East South West North 

Pus 1 + 1 * 2 

Pass 2 Pass 3 

Pass - 3 Pan 4 

Pass Piss Pan . 

Opening lead: King «f * 

"The best any tu learn m bid and 
play tike a winner." writes Jeff Ru- 
bens in the “ImhxHitfMn" m his 
Sauu Match iLiwrence 

& 2.14 pp. paperback. Avail- 

able from The Bridge World. W. 
•J4ih St, New York; N Y. 10025. 
SI- 1.75 larludjitg jvwtage and han- 
dling Mem inn thus i-ulumn and re- 

cm* an autographed o*p.vN. "** lo 
have > nurrufiil plater «il down 


beside you and analyze your play of 
rhallenpnp deals. The next best way 
is to practice on a book of this kind.*' 
He could well be right. 

On each of the 56 boards of the 
eight short matches you will be con- 
fronted with challenging bidding 
and play problems. The answer to 
each situation is given before you 
proceed to the next. This hand is 
typical. .... . 

Your first problem is what lo do 
after South’s one- chib opening bid 
and we’re sure our readers came up 
with the one-spade overvall on the 
four-card suit. That defects the op- 
ponents from a cold three-no-trump 
contract and now you find yourself 
defending Tour hearts, with only the 
dummy and your hand visible. You 
rash three rounds of spades to com- 
plete the book. How do you 
continue? 

There are two possibilities; a 

trump promotion, or cutting declar- 
er off from dummy. The bidding 
makes it unlikely that a trump pro- 
motion can succeed. Therefore, 
shift to a diamond at trick four. 
That shatters declarer's line of com- 
munication and the contract must 
go down- 

The book mil provide you with 
many challenging hours. 


MISSION VIEGO, California 
(R) — The United States 
pounded a badly out-classed 
Cayman Islands 8-1 in an inter- 
national soccer friendly match 
Sunday. 

Midfielder Dominic Kin- 
near, forward Joe-Max Moore 
and substitute forward Mark 
Chung all scored two goals 
apiece and forward Cobi Jones 
had three assists in the United 
States' highest-scoring outing 
ever. 

Jeff Agoos and Mark Sasntel 





gold medal for weightlifting 


Argentine national coach Alfio Basile (right) gives (2nd from right) during the team's M practice 
instructions to players Fernando Caceres (left), session before their World Cup qualifying game 
Diego Maradona (2nd from left) and Diego Zapata against Australia (AFP photo) 


MELBOURNE (R) — Re- 
jected from the 1992 Olympics 
15 minutes before his competi- 
tion, Altym Orazdurdiev is set 
to become a national hero after 
winning Turkmenistan’s first 
ever gold medal in any sport. 

It came on tbe fifth day of 
the World Weightlifting Cham- 
pionships Tuesday. 

Orazdurdiev, 24, turned last 
year's nightmare into this 
year’s dream when he won the 
new 75 kg dass, although he 
had to rely on his lighter body- 
weight to take the gold medal. 

Orazdurdiev lifted a com- 
bined total of 370 kg, equal 
with Rous lan Saftchenko, but 
the Ukrainian is just 30 gram- 
mes heavier. 

The young weightlifting 
coach, wbo is Turkmenistan’s 
only top class athlete in any 
sport, said: “This win wiU 
mean a lot to my country. It 
will inspire more younger peo- 
ple to take up sport, and 
maybe in particular weightlift- 
ing.” 

It was a sweet victory for 
Orazdurdiev, who represented 
the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS) team at 
the Barcelona Olympics and 
was favourite for the light- 
heavyweight final. 

But he was pulled out of the 
contest by coach Vasily 
Alexeyev 15 minutes before 
the start, despite having the 
highest qualifying lift in the 
division. 

Alexeyev, a Russian, said 


strikers Les Ferdinand and Ian 
Wright in a normal 4-4-2 
formation, rather than throw- 
ing in every possible attacking 
player and over-crowding die 
penalty box. 

But he. knows his side will 
need patience against a side 
which conceded six and seven 
to the Dutch only after having 
a man sent off in each game. 

England themselves suffered 
40 minutes of frustration be- 
fore completing their 6-0 
Wembley win against San 
Marino. 

“We kept our nerve very 
well and came on late,” Taylor 
recalled. “Our game is built on 
passing, movement, crossing 
and shooting and that will now 
be very important — particu- 
larly the last two qualities.” 


also had goals for the U.S. 

It was also tbe largest margin 
of victory ever for a U.S. 
national team. 

Cayman Islands' forward 
Lee Ramcon scored in the 67th 
minute to make the score 5-1. 

But the coordinated Amer- 
ican attack, combined with a 
ruggfed defence led by Alexi 
Lai as, proved too much for the 
Cayman Islands, which was 
outshot 25-7 and managed only 
six shots on goal in the second 
half! 


Classical Music Night 

Wednesday 
17 . 11 . 93 


Orazdurdiev would have got in 
the way of Russian teammate 
Ibragim Samadov. who ended 
in the bronze position. Oraz- 
durdiev, pleaded in vain with 
Alexeyev, and even promised 
to let Samadov beat him. 

Samadov was later stripped 
of his medal and banned for 
life from the sport after he 
dropped his bronze medal on 
tbe podium and stalked out of 
the award ceremony. 

Orazdurdiev is a product of 
the former Soviet Union's 
weightlifting infrastructure. 

He said after Tuesday’s vic- 
tory his country had no top 
dass sports facilities that his 
3.67 million compatriots could 
use. 

“All the best facilities went 
to Russia after tbe split up,” be 
explained. “Now in my coun- 
try there are no good facilities 
for young people to use, so it is 
very difficult to encourage peo- 
ple to play sport.” 

“But maybe my win will 
change that," said Orazdur- 
diev, wbo won the old 75 kg 
class world title in 1989 and the 
old 82.5 kg dass world title in 
1990. 

The champion was trailing in 
third place after the snatch 
lifting 167.5 kg, but made up 
for it in the dean and jerk 
setting a world record in the 
new weight class with a lift of 
202.5 kg. 

The sport’s governing body 
the International Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) changed the 


weight classes at the start of 
the year in an attempt to dean 
up the sport as many world 
records were seen to have been 
helped by drug use. 

Saftchenko, 22, in his first 
year at the senior level nearly 
bad the gold in his pocket with 
last lift of tbe competition, but 
failed to push the 205 kg bar- 
bell above his head in the jerk. 

But the physical education 
student from Lvov in the west 
of Urkaine picked up the gold 
medal in the snatch category 
with a lift of 170.0 kg, m front 
of North Korea's Kim Myongr 
Nam who lifted 167.5 kg to 
give him a combined lift of 
362.5 kg, enough to give him 
the overall bronze medal. 

Reigning middleweight 
Olympic champion Todor 
Kasapu from Moldova lost any 
chance of getting amongst the 
medals when he finished 10th 
in the snatch and then failed to 
record a dean lift in the jerk. 

Kasapu said he had not been 
able to train property for the 
World Championships because 
of food shortages in his home- 
land. 

While most wdghtlifters aim 
for gold medals, giant Amer- 
ican Mark Henry — who set a 
record as the heaviest weight- 
lifter ever to compete in the 
Olympics — is more concerned 
about putting on more weight. 

Henry, 22, who weighs 160 
kilogrammes, said he wanted 
to gain five kilos before enter- 
ing Sunday's super- 


heavyweight (ovgf | 0 S kg) di- 
vision. But he bg. Jjeen hin- 
dered by a lip sqm yybich has 
prevented him eating 

more. 

Henry weighed 166.4 kg 


(366 lbs) when Ixq uRipeted m 
the 1992 games, gn Olympic 
record. 

Asked what b« zu going to 
eat to make his tartft of 165 kg 
(363 lbs), the TmA, who noT: 
maily consumes gfpot 4.000 
calories of food 8 d®y» 
“Anything I can get my hands 
on." 

Henry has rejected several 
lucrative offers from America* 
football teams to concentrate 
on weightlifting. 

“I want to stay in weightlift; 
ing because I have something 
to prove and I want to raise the 
profile of the sport in Amer- 
ica," Henry said. 

The United States, which is 
not a world leader in the sport, 
has sent a squad of six to tine 
World Weightlifting Cham- 
pionships and has won two 
medals after four days of com- 
petition. 

Henrfy said he got an offer 
early this year from the New 
Orleans Saints to play in the 
National Football League and 
the Houston Oilers offered 
him an attractive contract last 
year before the Barcelona 
Olympics. 

“I rejected both offers be- 
cause I am committed to get- 
ting America on the map of 
world weightlifting,” he said. 


Navratilova advances in New York; Fernandez falls 


NEW YORK (R) — Martina 
Navratilova overcame a game 
challenge from Natahlie 
Tauziat and her usual case of 
opening night jitters to adv- 
ance to tbe quarterfinals of the 
Virginia Slims Championships 
at Madison Square Garden 
Monday. 

The third-seeded Navratilo- 
va, who is usually one of the 
two playen left standing on the 
final Sunday of this $3.5 mil- 
lion season finale, cleared the 
first hurdle by turning back the 
feisty French woman 6-4, 6-4 
to raise her record against 
Tauziat to 9-1. 

“It's always tough in the 
garden. The crowd goes crazy 
for me and I love it but I had 
jitters major in the beginning,” 


said the 37-year-old Navratilo- 
va, wbo has won the year- 
ender seven times and was 
runner-up to Monica Seles the 
past two years. 

“1 played okay but I didn't 
really get going until tbe last 
three or four games,” added 
Navratilova, who was often 
annoyed with her play during 
the 68-minnte match. 

Earlier Monday, 15th- 
ranked South African Amanda 
Coetzer made a successful de- 
but in the 16-player event by 
opening the tournament with 
an upset. 

The compact Coetzer scored 
an uneven and uninspiring vic- 
tory over sixth-seeded French 
Open runner-up Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez 6-1 1-6 6-3. 


5 — FOR RENT 

Modem furnished apartments 

☆ Studio ☆ one bedroom 

☆ two bedrooms ☆ three bedrooms 
c.h. & telephones. 

□ Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

□ Shmeisani, near Birds’ Garden. 

Tel. 667862, 642351 


ROOF FOR RENT 

390 metres, four bedrooms, salon, living room, 
dining room, three bathrooms, kitchen, two ter- 
races and (furnished or unfurnished). 

If interested, please call 614997/8 

.Super Deluxe Furnished Apartment For Rent. 
(Second Floor) 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 3 
bathrooms, modem kitchen, telephone, lilt, separate central 
heating. 

Location: Behind Shmeisani Gas Station, next to the Bulga- 
rian Embassy. 

Please call teL: 621920, Mr. George Francis. 


SPACIOUS SUPER DELUXE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

1. Consisting of four bedrooms, large salons, sitting 
room, four bathrooms and a maid’s wing. 

2. Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
spacious salons, sitting room and a maid's wing. 
Location: Shmeisani, overlooking Wadi Saqra. 

For information, please call tel. 675676 
between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 


Just do it! 

wear your birth stone. 

AJANI 


Fernandez is still recovering 
from recent abdominal surgery 
and it showed in her play Mon- 
day. 

Still Coetzer did not manage 
to take control until late in the 
third set after squandering tri- 
ple break point in tbe fourth 
game. 

From 3-3,40-30 in the seventh 
game, tbe South African sud- 
denly reded off nine successive 
points to end Fernandez’s year 
and her fifth appearance in the 
season finale. 

While the crowd seemed to 
sleep through the lacklustre 
Coetzer-Fernandez match, 
they came to life when Navrati- 
lova took her place on the 
familiar blue carpet. She re- 
sponded by breaking Tauziat 
in the first game and running 
out to a 5-2 lead. 

But when the third seed was 
serving for the set at 5-2, 
Tauziat rose to the challenge 
and broke back to stay alive in 


the set. 

Navratilova did not squan- 
der her next chance to wrap up 
the set and held serve at love. 

Well executed passing shots 
by the 18th-ranked Tauziat and 
errors by Navratilova frus- 
trated the former champion 
early in the second set. 

“If I hit better approach, 
shots off the second serve if 
would have gone a lot faster,** 
said Navratilova, who two 
weeks ago won her 166th 
career title. 

When Navratilova netted a 
service return to give Tauziat a 
3-2 lead, the former champion 
bounced her racket in an un- 
characteristic display of ffttgui l 
and received a wanting for 
racket abuse. 

Returning to her usual de- 
meanor, Navratilova presented 
the abused racket to a court- 
side fan and then raised her 
level of play. 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


REQUIRED FOR ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE INSTITUTE 

Experienced, part-time 

teachers of: 

English as a foreign language 
applicants must have English as a first language. 

For further details please call: 
(643198-643199) daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

WANTED 

Executive assistant 
for a skin care company 
Top pay. Applicants must be 

presentable, 

experienced with good secretarial background 
proficient In both English and Arabic 

Enquiries tel.: 645425 


VANDA HOTEL-“LEBANON* 

Special Offer: 

Magnificent panoramic view overlooking 

The Bay of Jounieh; 

Single room with breakfast per night 
$ 32 .- 

Double room with breakfast per person per 
night; 

$ 26 .- 

The above rates are subject to additional 10% 
Gov. tax 

+10% service charge 
We provide air ticket and jett buss transporta- 
tion for groups 

The above offer valid as of Nov. 14, 1993 , until Dec. 20, 93. 

For reservation, please call: 
Aquamarine Tours & Travel 
Tel. 31 6250/1/2/3 


TcL; 6341441 lOncm* 


Tel.: 6774201 j Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 


mmjkowum 


JURASSIC PARK 

Sb6v» 12-J0. 3 JO, *15. WO. 11*30 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

Harrison r c r £ — in 

The Fugitive 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. ft: 15. 8:30. 10:30 

Tc CONCORD ‘2’ in 
The Prince Of Tides 
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Rabin won’t fall off chair’ if deadline missed 


TEL AVTV (R) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
Tuesday he would not be surprised if Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators failed to meet next month's deadline for the start 
of an Israeli troop withdrawal. "I won’t fall off the chair if it 
will go on for another month and we'll reach an agreement," 
he told army radio in Washington, where he was on an official 
visit. In Cairo on Tuesday. Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLG) began a second straight day of talks about 
die withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho due to begin on Dec. 13. A Palestinian source reported 
slow but steady progress. Mr. Rabin said Israel was committed 
to its Sept. 13 peace deal giving Palestinians limited self-rule in 
the Israeli-occupied territories, despite efforts by opponents 
on both sides to torpedo the agreement. 


Russian cargo plane crashes in Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian search helicopters Tuesday located 
the wreckage of a Russian-built cargo jet that crashed into 
mountains near the southern city of Kerman, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported. The fate of the 17 crew 
members was unknown, according to the IRNA dispatch, 
which was monitored in Nicosia. It said two helicopters were 
scouring the area around crash site in the Joupar Heights, 
about 800 kilometres south of Tehran, in search of the black 
box. The Russian-built Antonov AN-124 was flying to 
Tashkent, capital of the former Soviet republic of Uzbekistan, 
when it lost radar contact and crashed Monday evening, IRNA 
said. The IRNA reports did not give the cause of the crash, but 
said the aircraft had received clearance for an emergency 
landing at Kerman airport, about 35 kilometres to the West. 


Chinese ambassador clocks 195 kph 


TEL AVTV (AP) — A Chinese diplomat was caught speeding 
along a desert road at 195 kilometre per hour, but police let 
him go after he claimed diplomatic immunity, reports said 
Tuesday. The car of Zhu Yinglu, China's ambassador to 
Egypt, ran a police roadblock and then led police on a 
high-speed chase over a stretch of 50 kilometres Monday after 
being clocked at 295 kph, said the Yediot Ahronoth and 
Maariv dailies. Just outside the Red Sea resort of Eilat, police 
set up a second roadblock and officers with drawn weapons 
Anally stopped Mr. Zhu’s chauffeur-driven Mercedes, the 
dailies said. The diplomat's car had an Arabic licence plate 
and police at first suspected the occupants were guerrillas. 
“We don't drive like this here,'' Eilat police chief Amos Bar 
reportedly admonished the diplomat. “I'm in a buny. don't 
delay me. I have a diplomatic passport," Mr. Zhu answered. 
The speed limit in Israel is 90 kph. 


Waite: Being a political pawn was worst ordeal 


BOSTON (AP) — Terry Waite says the hardest torture io 
endure during his four years as a hostage in Beirut was being 
treated as a political symbol rather than a human being. 
Having to remember that mistreatment was the most difficult 
part of writing his new memoirs, “Taken On Trust," he said 
Monday. ‘The whole injustice of being caught up in a 
situation where people are treated as objects and not as people 
— it’s not easy to record tbat,” he said. The 54-year-old 
Church of England envoy signed copies of his book Monday 
afternoon at a downtown book store. Mr. Waite, an aide to 
Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runrie, became a hostage 
himself after negotiating to win the release of British citizens, 
held captive in Iran and Libya. He was captured by the Islamic 
Jihad in 1987 on his second trip to Beiiut. Mr. Waite spent 
most of his 1,763 days in captivity in solitary confinement, 
where he was chained, beaten and threatened with execution. 
Today, Mr. Waite is a fellow at Trinity College in Cambridge. 
England, where he is working on a sequel to ‘Taken on 
Trust.” He also said he keeps dose touch with some of his 
fellow former hostages, including Terry Anderson, former 
chief Middle Eastern correspondent of the Assodated Press. 
“We don’t have a dub, you know. We don’t have an old 
school tie. But we do keep in touch with each other,” he said. 


Aqazadeh in India to discuss gas pipeline 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s Oil Minister Gholamreza Aqazadeh 
has begun talks with Endian offidals in New Delhi on plans for 
a gas pipeline between the two countries, die offidal Iranian 
news agency said. “A delegation led by... Aqazadeh started 
deliberations Monday... on New Delhi's request for a pipeline 
from the Qeshm Islands in the ‘Persian’ Gulf,” IRNA 
reported late Monday. It said Petroleum Secretary T.N.R. 
Rao was leading the Indian side in talks over the multi-billion 
dollar project, which is competing with a planned undersea 
pipeline from Oman. IRNA did not say how long Mr. 
Aqazadeh woud stay in India. Iran has 20 trillion cubic metres 
of natural gas — the world's second largest reserves after 
Russia — but until now has focussed on oil as a source of 
energy and revenue. Oman, which has gas reserves of 600 
billion cubic metres, has already signed an understanding with 
India for laying an undersea pipeline, IRNA said. But the 
agency added, without giving figures, tbat the cost of laying a 
pipeline from Iran would be cheaper than from Oman. 


Israelis vote in second round of local polls 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Voters went to the polls Tuesday in a 
second round run-off in elections for mayor of 26 towns in 
Israel, officials said. Prime Minister Yithzak Rabin's Labour 
Party which lost control of occupied Jerusalem in the first 
round on Nov. 2 and failed to wrest control of Tel Aviv to the 
right is also in danger in Acre. Labour's incumbent mayor of 
the northern town Eli de Castro faces a strong challenge from 
a right-wing Likud candidate who has support from •-•nhodox- 
Jewish religious parties. Safed in Galilee and the & diterra- 
nean coastal strip cities of Rehovot and Hadera are aiao up for 
grabs. The nrn-off is held where no candidate secure 40 per 
cent of the ballot first time out. Only 36 per cent of the 
electorate bothered to vote on Nov. 2. 


Saudi criticises Iran over island row 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia criticised Iran Tuesday for 
saying it wanted better ties with Gulf Arab states but at the 
same time failing to resolve a dispute with the United Arab 
Emirates over three strategic islands. “At the time we hear 
from our neighbour Iran the desire to lay bridges of 
understanding with the region's countries, there are issues that 
do not conform or show that desire... We notice with great 
sorrow the continuation of the crisis between it and the UAE 
over the islands.” Saudi Foreign Minsiter Prince Saud A I 
Faisal said. Prince Faisal was addressing the opening session of 
a meeting in Riyadh of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
foreign ministers. Iran has recently said that Prince Faisa! and 
his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar Velayati were trying to 
arrange for a summit meeting between Saudi King and Iranian 
President Hashemi Akbar Rafsanjani. Prince Faisal hoped 
that Iran would “abolish measures on Abu Musa and work to 
solve the issue through dialogue, international law and 
international legitimacy.” 


Bomb defendant competent after suicide bid 


NEW YORK (R) — A defendant in the World Trade Centre 
bombing case, who attempted to commit suicide last week, 
appeared pale and weak Monday but his lawyer said he was 
still competent to stand trial. The defendant. Ahmad Ajaj. a 
thin, 27-year-old Palestinian, is also continuing the second 
week of a hunger strike to protest conditions at the federal 
prison where he is being held, said his lawyer Austin 
Campriello. Mr. Campriello said an official at the’ Metropoli- 
tan Correction Centre in New York told him Friday that' Mr. 
Ajaj had tried killing himself with a Tazor late Thursday. Prior 
to the beginning of Monday’s trial, U.S. District Judge Kevin 
Duffy asked Mr. Campriello about Mr. Ajaj’s condition. “* 
told him he was competent to proceed." Mr. Campriello told 
reporters. 




LATSST VICTIM: Palestinians bury in a highscfaooi of A1 Birefc Tuesday, Palestinians and 
Palestinian Sag follow student Ezzat Gbazawi, seven Israelis were reported killed since the 
15, who was shot dead by Israeli soldiers during Israd-PLO agreement Sept. 13 (AFP photo) 
a stone throwing incident in tbe Al Hasbetniyeh 


Feres asks Juppe to set up 
Assad-Mabin summit talks 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel has asked the French to 
help arrange a summit between 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad in order to break the 
deadlock in the peace talks, 
Israel Radio reported Tues- 
day. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres spoke Monday by 
phone with his French counter- 
part. Alain Juppe, who was 
scheduled to visit Syria on 
Wednesday, the report said. 

Mr. Peres asked Mr. Juppe 
to try and arrange a Xabin- 
Afsad summit, and to tell ihs 
Syrian president that a major- 
ity of Israelis back the peace 
talks with Syria, the radio said. 

The Israeli foreign ministry 
said it was checking the report. 

Mr. Rabin has said he first 
wanted to implement the 
israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord on 
Palestinian autonomy, and 
then move on the Syrian track. 
But he told Israel Radio in 
remarks broadcast Tuesday 
that “if opportunities open up 
with another Arab state or 
states, there is no reason that 
we should miss these opportu- 
nities.'’ 

Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam said Tuesday 
there had been no secret talks 
between Israel and Syria and 
that the two countries were 
unlikely to reach a peace 
agreement by the end of the 
year. 

Mr. Khaddam, in an inter- 
view with Radio Monte Carlo, 
said Syria continues to demand 
a complete israeli withdrawal 
from all occupied Arab terri- 
tories, including Syria's Golan 
Heights, as a precondition to a 
comprehensive peace settle- 
ment. 


He told the radio that Israel 
had not responded to the de- 
mand for a complete withdraw- 
al. 

“Therefore, all Israeli state- 
ments reflect their policy of the 
continuation of the occupa- 
tion,” said Mr. Khaddam. 
“The problem is not the defini- 
tion of the concept of peace ... 
the problem is that the Israelis 
refuse to abide by U.N. resolu- 
tions.” 

The Syrian vice-president 
denied some reports from 
Egypt that Syria and Israel 
would reach agreement before 
the end of the year. 

“We have no information 
that an agreement may be 
reached by the end of the year. 
We have received nothing 
from Cairo in this respect. If 
new elements emerge, every- 
body will know,” said Mr. 
Khaddam, who added there 
had been no secret contacts 
between Syria and Israel. 

Mr. Khaddam said the 
PLO’s agreement with Israel 
was a sign of weakness for the 
Arab side. 

“Had they stuck to the col- 
lective agreement formula, 
they would have benentted 
more and Israel would not 
have benefited from the dis- 
array in the Arab ranks," said 
Mr. Khaddam. 

“Israel continues to seek 
separate agreements and ex- 
ploit opportunities, in order to 
impose more conditions and 
achieve more gains. Arab 
cooperation so far has not been 
up to a level that would serve 
Arab interests,” he said. 

He said the Israe!-PLO 
agreement that grants Palesti- 
nians limited self-rule in the' 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho had height- 
ened Syrian suspicions. 


Foreign 

Ministry 

reshuffled 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
, Talal Al Hassan Tuesday 
j reshuffled the Ministry's senior 
offidals. 

Shaher Bak was named 
director of the political depart- 
ment and will supervise the 
economic and cultural depart- 
ments. 

Ibrahim Naghawi was 
named director of the consular 
and expatriate affairs depart- 
ments. while Nabil Al 
Talhoun: ws appointed direc- 
tor of tbe international orga- 
nisation and conferences de- 
partment. 

N a b i h Shukun was 
appointed director of the stu- 
dies and research department. 

Ahmad Al Hasanat was 
named assistant secretary 
general for administrative and 
financial affairs and director of 
the administrative department. 

Dr. Mohammad Shahenkri 
was appointed coordinator for 
negotiations and director of 
the internal audit office, and 
Ahmad Mubaydeen was 
appointed director of the in- 
formation department. 

Mohammad Tawfiq Ahmad 
was appointed director of the 
legal department, and Samir 
Masarweh was appointed 
director of the protocol depart- 
ment. Juma’a Abbadi was 
appointed director of the 
minister's office, and Saleem 
Al Rujoob was appointed 
director of the finance depart- 
ment. 

Fawwaz Al Bashir was 
appointed director of the tech- 
nical office. 

These transfers took 
mediate effect. 


im- 


Hizbollah seizes 12 SLA men 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Resistance 
forces launched a wave of 
attacks on military positions in 
Israel's South Lebanon “secur- 
ity zone” on Tuesday, storm- 
ing one post and capturing 12 
pro- Israeli militiamen, security 
sources said. 

Hizbullah {Party of God) 
fighters also fired a volley of 
Katyusha rockets into the bor- 
der zone and Israeli sources 
said two Israeli soldiers were 
slight’v wounded on the bor- 
der. 

Guerrillas firing anti-tank 
missiles, morrars and 
machineguns struck at sunrise 
a: two Israel: outposts and six 
posts of the ailied South Leba- 
non Army (SLA), security 
sources said. 

A Hizbollah guerrilla was 
killed while another was 
wounded, as were two SLA 


men, they said. 

Four Israeli fighter-bombers 
fired eight missiles into Hizbol- 
lah anti-aircraft batteries and 
broadcasting outlets in the Be- 
kaa Valley, police said. 

A shepherd was rushed to a 
nearby hospital where he died 
of his wounds, hospital officials 
said. 

It was the fiercest wave of 
attacks in South Lebanon since 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) 3nd Israel 
signed a peace pact in Septem- 
ber. 

Hizbollah and hardline 
Palestinian groups have vowed 
to step up attacks in the south 
in order to wreck the PLO- 
Israel pact. 

Israel blamed Syria for the 
latest offensive. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gur said the opera- 
tion was a sign of what he 


called Syria's displeasure at not 
being the main focus on Arab- 
Israeli peace efforts. 

‘The scope of the operation 
and its timing leave no doubt in 
my mind that they (the Sy- 
rians) are behind it.” Mr. Gur 
told Israel Radio. 

“It is an expression of their 
discomfort over the fact that 
relations between the presi- 
dent of the United States and 
prime minister of Israel are 
strong and (Syria) is outside 
the loop." 

None of Syria's 40,000 
troops in Lebanon are de- 
plqyed in the area of South 
Lebanon where Tuesday’s vio- 
lence occurred. 

The violence came hard on 
the heels of a visit Hizbollah 
leader Sheikh Hassan Nasral- 
lah made to Tehran, where 
Iranian leaders pledged soli- 
darity with the movement. 


U.N. releases 8 Aideed aides 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
The United Nations Tuesday 
freed eight Somalis suspected 
of being members of General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed's 
Somali National Alliance 
fSNA), retaining 35, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

The official. Captain Tun 
McDav-tt. said the eight had 
not been round guilty* of any 
actions against the U.N. 

He said three SNA ieaders, 
including its chief financier. 
Osman A:o, were being kept 
at a secret location, while 32 
other SNA militiamen are held 
inside UNOSOM’s camp in 
Mogadishu. 

A S25.C0Cl-reward is still 
offered for Gen. Aideed's cap- 
ture although the United 
States has abandoned efforts to 
capture him after losing 18 
men on Oct. 3. 

The SNA has refused to 
negotiate with the United Na- 


tions as long as the reward 
offer stands and SNA members 
remain in custody. 

The U.N. Security Council 
this week is expected to estab- 
lish an American-inspired 
commission of inquiry on 
Somalia to get out of the’ hunt 
for Gen, Aideed, 


A draft resolution says the 
panel would investigate all 
armed attacks on U.N. person- 
nel in Somalia to date. 

The commission is seen as a 
major factor in current peace 
initiatives. If its findings are 
rejected by Somalia faction 
leaders, the latest peace efforts 
could collapse. 


When the commission com- 
pletes its report, the resolution 
asks Secretary-General Bout- 
ros G'nali to “suspend arrest 
actions against those indi- 
viduals who might be impli- 
cated but are not currently 


detained” and to “determine 
the appropriate disposition of 
those already detained.” 

The council last June 
adopted a resolution saying the 
perpetrators of an ambush that 
killed 24 Pakistani peacekeep- 
ers should be arrested and pro- 
secuted. It pointed the finger 
at Gen. Aideed without nam- 
ing him. 

Consequently, a long U.N. 
report named Gen. Aideed. 
Jonathan Howe, .a retired 
American admiral and the spe- 
cial U.N. representative in 
Somalia, put out wanted post- 
ers against the warlord and 
ordered his arrest. 

After more than a dozen 
Americans died in a raid chas- 
ing Gen. Aideed ;n early Octo- 
ber, President Clinton stopped 
the hunt, advocated political 
negotiations and said U.S. 
troops would be withdrawn 
from the country by March 31. 


\ as. 
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Iraqis cross border, 
plant flag in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — Hundreds of 
Iraqis planted the Iraqi flag on 
Kuwaiti territory on Tuesday 
to protest against a border 
security trench being dug by 
the emirate, the United Na- 
tions said. 

About 250 Iraqis tbrew 
stones during the two-hour de- 
monstration to chase away 
workers digging the trench 
which they said had been built 
on Iraqi farms without warn- 
ing. 

Kuwait later reported Iraqi 
troops had shot at a Kuwaiti 
border post. The United Na- 
tions declined to comment on 
the charge. 

"With Iraqi flags in their 
hands the Iraqi demonstrators 
headed for one farm which was 
divided on Monday into two 
parts, one in Kuwait and one in 
Iraq, by the Kuwaiti trench, 
and chased the contractors 
away by throwing stones at 
them,” tbe U.N. Iraq-Kuwait 
Observer Mission (UNIKOM) 
said in a statement. 

“Also they planted the Iraqi 
flag on the berm (wall) which 
was located 20 metres south of 
the trench on the Kuwaiti 
side," said the statement tele- 
phoned to Reuters by UN- 
IKOM spokesman Abdul Latif 
Kabbaj. He declined to say 
how many flags had been, 
planted. 

Kuwaiti Interior Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Hamoud Al 
Sabah denounced the border 
crossing as flagrant aggression. 
He said tbe Iraqis had num- 
bered 350 and some had car- 
ried light weapons. 

Diplomats said the Iraqis 
had been accompanied by a 
group of reporters. One envoy , 
described the Iraqis as “rent-a- 
crowd.” 

The incursion was the 
second border confrontation in 
a month between Kuwait and 
its former occupier. It hap- 
pened two days before the 
U.N. Security Council holds a 
regular 60-day review of eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed on 
Baghdad for its August 1990 
conquest of the emirate. 

Kuwait said the U.N. should 
maintain sanctions because 
Iraq had kept up its territorial 
claim and continued to hold up 
to 600 Kuwaitis detained during 
its seven-month occupation. 

“Otherwise, Iraqi objectives 


wiQcootiaue to pose a threat to 
security and peace in the re- 
gion,” Kuwait's ambassador to 
the U.N. Mohammad Abul 
Hassan said in a statement 
issued here. 

Iraq denies it holds any 
Kuwaitis. 

Kuwaiti statements also said 
Iraqi troops had shot at the 
emirate's Al Mazara border 
post in the same sector of the 
border where the demonstra- 
tion against the trench had 
occurred. 

Mr. Kabbaj declined to com- 
ment on the report. 

He said the Iraqis were un- 
armed. They had turned up at 
the Al Abdali area in 100 cars 
and three buses. 

“Tbe Iraqi liaison officer to 
UNIKOM who was at that 
scene stated (to UNIKOM) 
that this was a peaceful demon- 
stration by the Iraqi farmers 
who were angry about the dig- 
ging operations through their 
farms without any warning. 

“He added that they had 
been led to understand that tbe 
trench would only be dug 
through their terms once the 
issue of compensation had 
been resolved by the U.N. 
headquarters in New York,” 
Mr. Kabbaj added. 

“Tbe entire incident was 
closely monitored by U.N. 
military observers who pointed 
out to them (the Iraqis) that 
UNIKOM considers this ac- 
tions as a violat ion." 

At the U.N., Iraqi and U-N. 


offidals Monday began setting 
an agenda for two weeks of 


arms talks that Baghdad hopes 
will pave the way to lifting 
three years of sanctions that 
have cut off its vital oil exports. 

The Iraqi delegation, paid a 
courtesy all to Rolf Ekeus, 
head of the U.N. special com- 
mission in charge of disman- 
tling Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. A spokesman said 
talks Tuesday would begin 
with data on chemical 
weapons. 

For the special commission 
progress must also include 
agreement to begin a long- 
term monitoring programme 

The Iraqi team is headed by 
General AmiT Mohammad 
Rashid, director of Baghdad's 
Military-Industrial Authority, 
who led a similar mission to 
New York in September. 


‘Democracy irreversible reality’ 

(Continued from page 1) 


threat. But I think that the 
threat is within us. If you 
don’t know what is happen- 
ing in your own country” — 
via democracy — “if you 
don't know what people feel, 
that brings with it fear — and 
danger,” the King said. 

Speaking of threats, he dis- 
missed Western ideas that the 
Muslim Brotherhood had 
really represented such a 
thing in Jordan. The West 
tended to “look at things with 
insufficient depth." Here in 
Jordan "we never felt we had 
a problem. Because all is out 
in tbe open.” 

Besides, the Muslim 
Brotherhood had, like all the 
other parties, subscribed to 
Jordan’s National Charter, 


that key document in the 
democrat! sation process, he 
pointed out. 

“A sense of Jordanian 
nationalism has grown up, an 
attachment to this country by 
all its people regardless of 
their origin.” It was all part 
of “a collapse of many of tbe 
structures of the region,” of a 
learning “from the experi- 
ence that all of us (Arab and 
Jordanian) have gone 
through,” the King said. 

He hoped that Jordan 
would be a model for all, 
‘‘radiating thoughts and 
ideas.” 

“But I don’t want to be 
offensive to anyone. I am not 
forcing a model on anyone. I 
just want to prove that demo- 
cracy can work, and that if it 
does it is a better system than 
any other,” the King said. 


Elections and Parliament make-up 

(Continued from page 1) 


mad Al Haj and Theib Anis 
(Zarqa); TheifeUah Momani 
(Ajloun); and Abdullah 
Akaileh (Tafileb). The two 
IAF members who ran inde- 
pendently are Theeb Abdul- 
lah Khattab (Amman Fust 
District, and Abdul Majid AJ 
Aqtash (Amman Sixth Dis- 
trict). 

Only three independent 
Islamists won: Abdul Razzaq 
Thubeishat (Irbid); Abdul 
Baqi Gamir.o (Zarqa); and 
Jamal Saraireh (Karak). 

The Jordanian National 
Alliance Party (JNA) led by 
Mijhem Khreisheh has four 
deputies: Samih Al Farah 
(Amman Sixth District); 
Jamal Khreisheh (Central 
Bedouins); Mohammad 
Njadat (Southern Bedouins); 
and Nawaf Al Qadi (North- 
ern Bedouins). 

Although Al Ahd secretary 
general Abdul Hadi Majali 
declined in a press confer- 
ence held earlier this week to 
name the party members who 
ran independently and won 
seals, the following are be- 
lieved to be members of the 
centrist party: Mifleh 
Ruheimi (Jerash); Ahmad 
Qudah (Ajloun); Rateb 
Sa’oud (Tafileh); Abdul Hadi 
AJ Majali (Karak); and Hani 
Hijazin (Karak). 

Senator Akef Al Fayez’s 
party, Al Watan, believed to 
have two deputies: Moham- 
mad Ahmad Thoueb (Am- 
man Second District) and 
Fayyad Jarrar (Zarqa). 

Al Yakatha party led by 


Irbid Deputy Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh. has two deputies, 
Ibrahim Zoubi (Ramtha) and 
Mr. Rawabdeh himself. 

Five other parties have one 
deputy each at the new 
House: Khalil Haddadin 
(Amman Third District) of 
the Jordanian Baath Arab 
Socialist Party; Hammad 
Abu Jaxnous (Amman- First 
District) of Al Mustakbal 
party; Bassam Haddadin 
(Zarqa) of the Jordanian 
People’s Democratic Party 
(Hashd); Samir Habashneh 
(Karak) of the Jordanian 
Arab Democratic Party; and 
Mustafa Shneikat (Balqa) of 
the Jordanian Progressive 
Democratic Party. 

The 12th Parliament also 
includes 18 former ministers, 
they are; Ibrahim Kilani, Ali 
Abul Ragheb, Aref 
Bataineh, Taher Masri (also ■ 
former prime minister), 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, 
Saleh Irsheidat, Abdul Raz- 
zaq Tubeishat, Abdullah En- 
sour, Samir Kawar, Jamal 
Saraireh, Awad Khleifat, 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Abdul Baqi Gammo, Abdul 
Karim Dughmi, Abdullah 
Akaileh, $aad Srour. Jamal 
Khreisheh and Moha mma d 
Adoub Zaban. 

It includes seven retired 
army generals, they are; 
Khaled Ajarmeh, Jama! 
Khreisheh, Aref Bataineh, 
Talal Obeidat, Abdul Hadi 
Al Majali, Salem Zawaideh 
and Mohammad Njadat. 

Out of the 64 former de- 
puties of the 11th Parliament 
who sought reelection only 27 
won. 




Jackson to get 
drug treatment 
for 8 weeks 




LOS ANGELES (R) — Pop* 
superstar Michael Jackson win ' 
remain in a drag clinic for the 
next six to eight weeks for 
treatment of his addiction to 
painkillers, his lawyer said. 
Lawyer Bert Fields said Jack- 
son was “barely able to func- 
tion adequately on an intellec- 
tual level” and that the singer’s 
life “was in danger had be 
continued to take these mas- 
sive quantities of drugs.” But 
Mr. Fields refused to say 
where Jackson was being tre- 
ated, apart from saying ne was 
not in the United States. Tbe 
singer was reported to be in tbe 
chic French Alps ski resort of 
Avoriaz. but a hotel manager 
there said Jackson - had left 
Monday before the media- 
could track him down. The ’ 
media hunt for Jackson has led 
to die French Alps, but the 
pop superstar,- who faces 
charges of child molestation 
back home in California, is 
staying hidden. “He was in our 
hotel,” Albin Marchesse&u 
told reporters. “But he is no 
longer there. We have other 
hotels in France.” 
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Philippine first 
lady featured 
in concert 
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SEATTLE (R) — Philippine 
first lady Amelita Ramos win 
top a bill of Filipino and local 
entertainers at a concert Satur- 
day night aimed at Washington 
state’s large Filipino popula- ^ 
tion. Mrs. Ramos wiuWfca-**- 31 - * 
tured on the piano with her - ! 
18-member Executive Jazz .’ "" 
Band \oA by former Philippine i-* 
Senator Raul Manglapus at 
“Alay Sa Pangulo" or “a gift to 
the president,” described as a 
“celebration of song, dance 
and laughter.” The concert will 
take place in Tacoma, about 20 
miles (32 km) sooth of Seattle 
and nearby Blake Island, 
where Philippine President 
Fidel Ramos will meet with 
President Bill Clinton Friday 
and Saturday as part of a meet- 
ing of leaders of tbe Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion. Organisers say President 
Ramos himself will make an 
appearance at the concert — 
which at about $15 a ticket wifl 
benefit the first lady's Mount 
Pina tu bo Fund, among other 
causes. There are more than 
45,000 Filipinos in Washington 
state, making them one of the 
state's biggest ethnic groups. 
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Tabloid readers 
find Charles unfit 
to be king 
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LONDON (R) — British tab- 
loid readers generally think 
Prince Charles is unfit to be 
their king because of bis 
broken marriage and alleged 
adultery, according to a news- 
paper poll published Tuesday. 

The survey of 20,000 people 
who responded to a question- 
naire published in the Sun 
newspaper revealed a strong 
body of anti-Charles opinion _/ 

and firm support for his r !/ 

estranged wife. Princess Di- 1 

ana. Three in five people, or ' r 
around 65 per cent, thought " 


[ 




the 45-year-old heir apparent ^ 


should renounce the 
and let 
Queen 

the survey results published m 
Tuesday’s Sun. Around 69 per 
cent said his alleged affair with 
brigadier’s wife Camilla Parker 
Bowles made him unfit to be 
king and 71 per cent said he 
had damaged the royal femifyls 
reputation. Seventy-six per 
cent held Prince Charles solely 
to blame for the formal separa- 
tion from Princess Diana last 
December. Princess Diana, a 
populist princess wbo gets 
more positive coverage in the 
Son than her high-brow husband, 
won wide support. Sixty-one 
per cent wanted her to be 
queen consort despite her 
broken marriage. "We were, 
absolutely flabbergasted by the 
response. A clear picture 
emerges of what people tfanifc 
of Prince Charles," said the 
Sun’s deputy editor Stuart Hig- 
gins. 
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his son William succeed# 
Elizabeth, according to ‘ ^ - ■ * 
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Bishops rally 
around cardinal 
in sex case 
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WASHINGTON 
nation’s Catholic 
lied around Chicago CartfiM* r,£'“' 

Joseph Bemardin, predirtihS t! k (h[ _ ” 1 ’ 
he would be .VThdirrrted.^P 
charges th«u i;e 

a young s e m in a r i sfl * 

Archbishop William Kcder,;V '' 
president of the National r 


Catholic Bishop Conference 
opened the annual meeting? 






with a 
dence for Card 


roe annual . -- . 

strong vote of confc ~v' Bt. *>!»■!. 
»r Card. '. -.-V% , j 
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